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INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY OF THE CENTRE

The Centre for Gender Research has existed 
for more than 30 years as an independent 
research unit within Uppsala University. The 
Annual Report of 2016 takes its point of 
departure in the history of the Centre.

 The background of the establishment of
the Centre is to be found during the 1960s
when the women’s movement all over the
world started to react and protest against
the patriarchal structures, to be found both
in the community as a whole as well as within
the University, that was only benefiting men 
and not women.
 
Changes in academia
By the end of the 1970s, these feminist  
actions finally had an impact in the academic 
world where financial resources were com-
mitted to encourage the situation of female 
researchers and to enable women’s research 
as well as research about women. 

Along came also a feminist criticism of 
the conventional objectivist tradition, with 
alternative or complementary views on the 
theoretical and methodological development 
within science. Overall, women in science 
wanted to change the academic system in 
regard to both structure and content. These 
female researchers also needed their own 
interest group to take charge of their special 
demands and rights. That is why a group of 
female researchers at Uppsala University in 
1978, with models from Lund and different 
women’s movements in the United States, 
founded the association “Centre for Female 
Researchers and Women’s Research”.

 The aim of this Centre was to gather to-
gether female researchers in all disciplines in 
order to change and improve the condi tions 
of women at the University,  as well as to 

support and initiate women’s research and 
research about women.
 
Founded in 1982
In the beginning the Centre was run by fe-
male researchers, graduate and undergraduate 
stu dents, all working on an unpaid basis. Soon 
the members started to talk about the possi-
bility to formalise and establish the Centre as 
a more permanent unit at the University.  July 
first, 1982 the Centre was incorporated as an 
independent research unit with its own place 
located in the Castle. 
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Castle of Uppsala. Photo: David Naylor. 

During these first years, the Centre had 
funding for two research appointments,  one 
belonging to the liter ary scholar Birgitta 
Holm and the other to the psychologist Mona 
Eliasson, who was also director of the Centre 
between 1980-1990.   
 
Already at the start, the Centre’s work was 
based on the same trademarks as today, 
namely research, education, and commu-
nication. For example, the Centre had an 
information officer working with outreaching 
activities, such as the information booklet 
“SOFIA” which was published three times a 
year. 



Also, the tradition of inviting researchers and guest lecturers from abroad, and thus maintaining 
an international and inspiring environment, was established from the very beginning. 

From 1990 until 2003 the Centre had five different directors; Eva Heggestad, Denise Malmberg, 
Gullög Nordquist,  Valerie DeMarin is, and, once again, Mona Eliasson.

Re-established in 2003
In 2003, twenty years after the initial establishment, the Centre was re-established with a new 
name –  Centre for Gender Research –  a new location at the English Park Campus, and new 
directions were commissioned by the  Vice-Chancellor. 

 According to these new directions, the 
Centre was committed to carry out 
research and teaching within the field 
of gender studies and both teaching and 
research should include social as well as 
biological perspectives on gender.  The 
Centre should also cooperate with all of 
the University’s research area commit-
tees, faculty committees and concerned 
institutions.  

Margaretha Fahlgren was director of the 
Centre between 2003-2011. During this 
period of time the Centre grew from a 
very small unit of around six researchers 
to an international research environment, 
as well as Centre of Gender Excellence, 
with around 30 researchers and staff 
members. In 2011 Anita Hussénius took 
over as Director.  
 
In 2013 the Centre was relocated again, 
this time to the Botanical Garden. 

INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY OF THE CENTRE
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Anita Hussénius, Director 
Entrance of the Centre. Photo: Julia Benjaminson. 



ABOUT THE CENTRE CROSSROADS OF KNOWLEDGE

The Centre for Gender Research is a dy-
namic and productive research environment 
where transgressive encounters between cul-
tural, social and biological understandings of 
sex and gender have become a characteristic.
Researchers at the Centre for Gender 
Research have their background in various 
disciplines in the faculties of the humanities, 
social sciences, medicine and natural sciences. 
Together we represent a great variety of 
competences and areas of specialisations. We 
also provide a broad educational base with 
courses at all levels, some are in English and 
some in Swedish.

Reports from former evaluations state that 
among other things the Centre has success-
fully built a new research field in a tradition-
ally discipline-oriented univer sity, that the 
profile is very strong on gender and science, 
that the research is original as well as of high 
academic standard, and that some themes 
have potential to become top-quality.  Also the 

education in gender studies is characterized by 
very high quality and thoroughgoing there is a 
great demand for courses at both the under-
graduate and graduate levels.

We have had several visiting international 
scholars during the year and we receive 
interest requests from many more than we 
are able to welcome. Some of the visiting 
scholars stay for a longer period of time 
while others come for a much shorter period 
of time.  Among others the Centre has been 
visited during a month or more by; Nadine 
Lake (University of the Free Stat, South Africa,  
Yasmin Roofi (University of Bahawalpur, 
Pakistan), Chitra Sinha (University of Women, 
Bahrain), Kate Scantlebury (University of 
Delaware, USA) Emma Ward (University of 
Glasgow), Jagriti Tanwar (India? Germany?), . 
Many of our international scholars have made 
major contributions to the Centre’s research 
environment with their expertise. 

Botanical Garden. Photo: Jieying Cui. 
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ABOUT THE CENTRE CROSSROADS OF KNOWLEDGE

Over the year a lot of activities have taken 
place at the Centre; those that are repeated 
on a regular basis like courses and seminars, 
and those that are arranged for a specific pur-
pose like conferences and workshops. Rep-
resentatives from the Centre, individual schol-
ars as well as groups of researchers, have also 
contributed in different kinds of outreaching 
activities. A regular ongoing activity are the 
gender lunches that were initiated during 
2013. The lunches have earlier been held at 
Reginateatern but in the autumn of 2016 
they were moved to Uppsala City Theatre. 
The gender lunches are now a collaboration 
between the Centre, Folkuniversitetet and 
Uppsala City Theatre. Researchers from the 
Centre give popular scientific presentation of 
their ongoing research while the guest  have 
lunch and fika.  The lunches attract interest 
from the general public and have been fully 
booked several times. The attention these 
events have received by the public has also 
resulted in writings in the local newspaper.

Anita Hussénius, Director

In 2015 the board of the Centre for Gender 
Research consisted of: 
Agneta Stark, Professor em, chair  
Anna Williams, Professor  
Dimitrios Iordanoglou, Seniour Lecturer 
Agneta Skoog Svanberg, Seniour Lecturer  
Elisabeth Larsson,  Associate Professor 
Anders Johansson, PhD students’ 
representative 
Madeleine Eriksson, students’ representative
May-Britt Öhman, SACO  
Ellena Papaioannou, SEKO

The Centre’s board 2016:

Flowers outside of the the Centre.  
Photo: Julia Benjaminson.

2016 has been an exciting year in many ways 
for example several new positions have been 
filled; Gabriele Griffin started as the Centre’s 
first professor in Gender Studies. Later in 
the year Helena Wahlström Henriksson was 
promoted as Professor and in November 
both Gabriele and Helena were installed as 
new professors at Uppsala Cathedral along 
with all of the other new professors at the 
University. Both Karin S. Lindelöf and Ulrika 
Dahl started as senior lectures in January and  
Renita Sörensdotter continued her senior 
lectureship and is now fully employed. 

Congratulations to Nadine Lake who held her 
90 % seminar in November and is now even 
closer to her PhD degree.  After 22 months 
in Uppsala Nadine sadly had to leave to go 
back and finish her PhD in Southafrica.  We 
look forward to welcoming Nadine back to 
the Centre and to future collaborations. 
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DIRECTOR ANITA HUSSÉNIUS
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Anita Hussénius. Photo: Julia Benjaminson.

focusing on education. Today the group 
works with issues connected to education 
and/or natural sciences. Since 2010 she 
is member of the board for the graduate 
school/doctoral programme “The language 
of schooling in mathematical and science 
practices” financed by the Swedish Research 
Council (VR) and she serves as co-supervisor 
for one of the connected PhD students.  She 
is also co-supervisor for a PhD student in 

environmental communication 
at SLU. Between 2011 and 2014 
Anita was principal investigator 
for the VR founded project 
Challenging science teacher 
education: gender awareness in 
constructing knowledge of science 
and science teaching. During 2015 
a number of journal articles have 
been submitted and a few more 
will be finished in the beginning of 
next year. In 2015 a new four-year 
project funded by VR started: In 

the borderland between academic 
disciplines and school science – Science faculty 
as teacher educators. For this project Kristina 
Andersson is principal investigator (PI) and 
Anita is serving as co-PI. 

Up until January 2010 Anita combined her 
research at the Centre with the position 
as the head of Department of mathematics, 
natural and computer sciences at the 
University of Gävle. This position she was 
appointed seven years earlier. Before that 
she was the head of the Department of 
Chemistry at Uppsala University for five 
years, 1998-2002. Anita has maintained good 
contacts with the Faculty of Science and 
Technology at Uppsala University and she 
is, for example, member and co-chair of 
the board for “Centre for Discipline-Based 
Education Research in MINT”.

Anita Hussénius has been director for the 
Centre since July 2011 and a continuing goal 
is to make the Centre more visible within as 
well as outside of the University.

“More people should know about our work”, 
says Anita Hussénius and continues “We 
conduct research with great breadth and 
depth and I think our theoretical knowledge, 
perspectives and entrances 
can be useful to other 
disciplines. The most 
prioritized issue right 
now is to gain the right 
to accept and graduate 
doctoral students in 
the discipline. A chair in 
gender studies has been 
appointed and the new 
professor, Gabriele Griffin, 
will start in January 2016”. 
Furthermore Anita thinks 
it is important to continue 
the border crossing work with 
interdisciplinary collaborations.

“Our researchers come from many disciplines 
and the interdisciplinary work emerging 
from the meetings is in many senses unique, 
both within and outside of gender research. 
Once per year I usually count the number of 
different disciplinary backgrounds among our 
researchers and last time it reached 21, which 
is quite impressive.”

Organic chemist 
Anita Hussénius herself is a senior lecturer in 
organic chemistry and conducts research in 
science education with gender and feminist 
perspectives. She has been working at 
the Centre since 2008 when she was one 
of several researchers who started up a 
research group within the GenNa programme



EDUCATION AND COURSES AT THE CENTRE
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2016 has been an eventful and 
exciting year.  We hired three 
new senior lecturers: Ulrika 
Dahl, Karin S. Lindelöf, and 
Renita Sörendotter. The Centre 
was granted the right to award 
the doctoral degree in gender 
studies, and in the fall gender 
studies on the undergraduate 
level (Genusvetenskap A) was 
offered for the first time on 
Campus Gotland. 

The interest in gender studies 
is high, and an increasing num-
ber of students apply to our 
courses, on both Undergradu-
ate and Masters levels. Course 
evaluations show that the stu-
dents appreciate the education 
they achieve at the Centre for 
Gender Research.

In addition to our regular gender studies courses in Uppsala we have also continued our colla-
boration with the Department of Game Design at Campus Gotland. We offered a joint course 
in spring 2016, and in fall 2016 we were invited to give lectures and seminars in the new game 
design programs. 

Education at the Undergraduate level
During 2016 four full-time courses were offered at the undergraduate level: the A level course 
(Genusvetenskap A) was offered in Uppsala both in the spring and in the fall, and in the fall on 
Campus Gotland, the B level course (Genusvetenskap B) was offered in the fall, and the C level 
course (Genusvetenskap C) in the spring. We are part of the Program in Cultural Entrepre-
neurship, coordinated by the Department of Art History, and the Liberal Arts Program, coordi-
nated by the Department of Literature. 

Jenny Björklund,  
Director of Undergraduate Studies



Education at the Masters level
In June 2016, three students defended their 
MA theses in Gender Studies: Anna Sjölan-
der, Martina Wiksten, and Maja Gullberg. The 
majority of these theses received the highest 
grade, which confirms the high quality of 
student work at the Centre. In the fall, three 
new students were admitted into the MA 
program in Gender Studies. 

Six MA courses were offered during 2016. 
The courses are attractive to students across 
disciplines and programs, and the number 
of applications has gone up compared to 
previous years; courses now typically have 
10-14 students, and there is a “waiting list” of 
people who cannot be admitted. The courses 
offered this year were Feminist Cultural 
Studies, Identitet, praktik, politik, 
HumAnimal Encounters (spring); Gendered 
Bodies, Genusteori, Masculinities (fall). 

Education at the PhD level
In March this year, The Centre was granted  
the right to award the doctoral degree in 
Gender Studies by the Faculty of Arts and 
Uppsala University. The work to start the 
program was well under way at that point, 
and we worked hard during the rest of 
the spring to settle the details of the PhD 
program, advertise the first PhD position and 
make a hire. We had 100 applications. After a 
selection process and interviews with 4 can-
didates, Nicole Ovesen was hired. Also, Klara 
Goedecke who has been financed by the 
centre but enrolled in the PhD program at 
Linköping was “brought home” to the Centre. 
This means that there were two gender stu-
dies PhDs here, as well as five “shared” PhDs 
(Johanna Larsson, Anders Johansson, Maja 
Bodin, as well as Stina Powell and Marie Ståhl, 

EDUCATION MASTER AND PHD LEVEL 

who both defended their theses in the spring. 
We also hosted an Erasmus Mundus guest 
PhD, Nadine Lake, from University of the Free 
State, Bloemfontein, South Africa. 

Professor Gabriele Griffin started a “PhD 
forum” for PhDs at the Centre, with seminars 
and activities related to research method 
and career development at regular intervals. 
Other news on the PhD front this year was 
the first ever U4 Gender Studies Summer 
School, held at Göttingen University in 
August. Four Uppsala PhDs participated, as 
well as 14 PhDs from other U4 partners 
(Ghent, Groningen), and we had five intense 
and rewarding days in Germany, with keynote 
lecures, PhD presentations, discussions, and 
social activities. The next U4 gender studies 
summer school is planned for 2018 and will 
be held at Uppsala. The year ended well, since 
more funding for yet another PhD materia-
lized thanks to the Nordforsk funds, and an 
agreement for co-funding from the domain 
of Science and Technology, but since these 
positions will not be filled until 2017, more 
on that in next year’s report.

Helena Wahlström Henriksson,  
Director of Graduate Studies 
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COURSES AND STUDENT NUMBERS

This year the Centre was allocated a number of 65 full-time equivalent students. The following 
courses, with a specification of the total number of students per course, were given at Uppsala 
and Campus Gotland during 2016. 

Basic level
Genusvetenskap A
(Spring, Campus Uppsala)

Genusvetenskap A  
(Fall, Campus Uppsala)

Genusvetenskap A
(Fall, Campus Gotland) 
  
Genusvetenskap  B   
(Fall)
   
Genusvetenskap C   
(Spring) 
 
Advanced level
Gendered bodies

Genusteori 
   
Masculinities  

Feminist Cultural Studies 

Identitet, praktik, politik

Humanimal Encounters
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 47

49 

6 
  

18  
 
 
14   

12 

12
   
15 

9

7

11



During 2016 we have been pleased to an-
nounce three new titles to our book series 
Crossroads of Knowledge. Each are edited 
collections and continue our project to bring 
together scholars from a range disciplines to 
continue discussions around sex, gender and 
the production of gendered knowledge. The 
three new volumes in summary are: 

Gender in Transnational Knowledge Work  
(Helen Peterson Ed.)

This is the first edited 
book on gender 
issues in transnational 
business cooperation 
concerning knowled-
ge work. The book 
provides insights 
relevant for some of 
the current debates 
in business studies, 
economics, geography, 

sociology, and gender and women’s studies. 
While primarily a research volume, the book 
is also useful for people who develop and 
manage transnational business relations.

Critical Perspectives 
on Masculinities and 
Relationalities: In  
relation to What? 
(Häyrén, Anneli, and 
Helena Wahlström 
Henriksson Eds)
This volume explo-
res which relations 
produce or maintain 
masculinities and 
certain gendered systems of power and the 
consequences of these gender construc-
tions. It critically investigates masculinities 
as relationally constructed by scrutinizing 
which relations construct masculinity within 

CROSSROADS OF KNOWLEDGE BOOKSERIES
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a certain gendered system of power, such 
as the nation, the family, or the workplace, 
and explores how this is done. ‘In relation to 
what?’ is hence, in spite of its almost vulgar 
rhetorical simplicity, an important question in 
investigating and problematizing gender. 

Illdisciplined Gender: Engaging Questions of Natu-
re/Culture and Transgressive Encounters 
(Jacob Bull and Marga-
retha Fahlgren Eds)
This volume offers 
some of the out-
puts, challenges and 
opportunities created 
in an interdisciplina-
ry programme that 
was set up to engage 
multi-, inter- and 
transdisciplinary perspectives on issues at the 
intersections of nature and culture, sex and 
gender. The result is a collection that uses 
a multitude of tools to examine issues such 
as sexual difference, film and identity, hydro 
power exploitation, research seminars, dairy 
farming, and the spaces between molecules. 
The chapters are evidence of the diversity 
of knowledge created through transgressive 
encounters and accounts of doing inter- and 
transdisciplinary research.

We already have publications in production 
for 2017 and welcome new submissions! 

Order the books by Springer: 

http://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783319433066

http://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783319290119

http://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783319152714



HUMANIMAL RESEARCH GROUP
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We are pleased to welcome Camilla Flodin 
to the humanimal group as she works on her 
Vetenskapsrådet-funded project Art and Na-
ture: The Early German Romantics, Schelling, 
and Adorno. 

Reflecting the diversity of disciplinary group 
have continued to publish in a range of high 
ranking disciplinary and interdisciplinary 
journals such as the Journal of Rural Studies 
and Organization. Members of the group have 
also made contributions to edited collections 
published by Springer, Michigan State Univer-
sity Press, SKS: Studia Fennica Litteraria and 
Studentlitteratur. The collaborative project 
Animals and Place: Lively Cartographies of 
Human-Animal Relations (Bull, Holmberg and 
Åsberg) was submitted. The project involved 
several members of the group as well as 
contributions from scholars in the UK, USA, 
New Zealand and Germany as well as other 
Universities in Sweden. The collection will be 
published in 2017 by Routledge in their series 
Multispecies Encounters.   

We are also disseminating our work through 
various popular science channels such as Pär 
Segerdahls publications for Liberal Debatt and 
Ikaros: tidskrift om människan och veten-
skapen. Camilla Eriksson spoke on National 
Radio, David Redmalm was interviewed for 
the TV show 'Malou efter tio', and Ann-Sofie 
Lönngren was part of a panel discussion ”Det 
främmande, det annorlunda, det andra” at 
ABF Göteborg. 

We have continued to develop our critical but 
supportive working environment as people 
work on their various individual and collabo-
rative research projects. This has mainly been 
provided through the fortnightly seminars. In 
these seminars we take it in turns to present 
work for comment or provide a text for 
discussion. These sessions have included film 
screenings and theatre trips. They continue to 

be spaces where we can share ideas, discuss 
and work-through concepts. 

In April we had a workshop on Gender and 
Animals (in partnership with SLU) which 
included presentations by Alice Hovorka, 
Queen’s University, Kingston Canada. Jacqu-
eline Solway, Trent University, Peterborough 
Canada. And Amelie Björck, Södertörn 
University. The workshop also coincided with 
Andrea Petit defending her thesis: ”Women’s 
cattle ownership in Botswana - Rebranding 
gender relations?”. Several members Presen-
ted at the SLSAeu conference in June as well 
as in several other national and international 
workshops and symposia. We are currently 
working towards a symposium for April 2017 
addressing issues at the intersections of spe-
cies, gender, sexuality, ability and race.

Jacob Bull, group coordinator



CULTURAL STUDIES RESEARCH GROUP
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Within Cultural Studies the concept of cul-
ture is defined as meaning-making processes 
and practices. These processes and practices 
are usually to be found in texts, often media-
ted by various media. In this context texts do 
not need to be written sources; the concept 
of text also involves images, music, style—
everything that carries meaning and can be 
interpreted, or “read”.

Cultural Studies scholars are not only inte-
rested in texts in its broad sense, but equally 
in everyday practices, cultural phenomena, 
and material culture. This does not mean that 
Cultural Studies is only preoccupied with 
contemporary phenomena. On the contrary, 
understanding contemporary practices requi-
res historical perspectives as well.

Gender Studies focuses on how gender is 
constructed in society and culture. Inter-
nationally, Feminist Cultural Studies has 
contributed immensely to the understanding 
of how gender is produced and reproduced 
in culture. For instance, Judith Butler, Donna 
Haraway, and bell hooks have, from different 
perspectives, asked crucial questions about 
power, identity and meaning—key concepts 
within the field of Cultural Studies.

Research projects and activities
Some of our ongoing research projects 
focus on men’s friendships in contempora-
ry Sweden, female masculinity in interwar 
Sweden, representations of family in twen-
ty-first century Swedish literature, sexuality 
and mobility in South African literature, 
women’s sports events, and representations 
of rape and black lesbian sexuality in contem-
porary South African culture.

The Cultural Studies group usually meets 
once a month to discuss work in progress or 
theoretical texts, with recent themes ranging 
from vocal sounds in pop music to bisexual 
spaces and Mina Loy’s inventions.

Jenny Björklund, group coordinator



The Family and Kinship group was established in 2016, after an initial meeting in 2015. 
Members of the group come from a variety of disciplines, ranging from literature and philo-
sophy to reproductive health; areas of interest include. For example, ARTs, parenthood, queer 
families, and abortion, as well as practical and conceptual borders between kin and non-kin. 

The primary focus of the three seminars per semester has been on reading relevant research 
literature. One event was an extended seminar in May with research presentations by Fulbright 
professor Karen Hansen (US) and researchers at the Centre, followed by a guest lecture on 
surrogacy by Anindita Majumdar (India). In the fall, members of the group participated in the 
roundtable arranged by the Swedish Network for Family and Kinship Studies at g16, and work 
began to seek funding for a local UU network.

Helena Wahlström Henriksson, group coordinator

FAMILY AND KINSHIP RESEARCH GROUP



EDUCATION AND SCIENCE RESEARCH GROUP
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• In the borderland between academic disciplines and school science examines how science epis-
temology, content, and practice are reproduced and transformed by biologists, physicists, and 
chemists; 

• Staging the successful student explores how men’s identities, educational strategies and emo-
tions are informed by gender and class privilege in law, medicine and engineering physics; 

• Kulturarvet som högskolepedagogisk resurs, concluded in 2016, aims to assist and educate univer-
sity teachers in how to use cultural heritage in their teaching. 

For many of the EduS members, the past year has been characterized by fieldwork, analysis 
and presentations of preliminary data, at international research conferences as well as at public 
lectures and workshops.

Research activities, some examples
• Kate Scantlebury continued her collaboration with the Education and Science group on rese-
arch that will be published in the forthcoming book, Material practice and materiality:  A  
Re-introduction into science education.

• Marie Ståhl defended her Ph.D. thesis in Educational Research, Kemiämnets normer och värden 
(May 13th). Opponent: Cathrine Hasse, professor, DPU-Danmarks institut for Paedagogik og 
Uddannelse. 

• The EduS group was well-represented at the Gender & Education Association’s conference. 
Kate Scantlebury became one of the co-editors for the journal, Gender and Education. Anders 
Johansson, Anita Hussenius, Staffan Andersson, and Anna Danielsson organized the round table 
“Reaching out across epistemological borders”, exploring the hurdles of doing science educa-
tion research with qualitative, feminist frameworks and communicating across “paradigm gaps”. 
Moreover, Anne-Sofie Nyström, Minna Salminen and Carolyn Jackson organized the symposium 
Engendering success: Constructions of achievement in schooling and higher education.

• Anders Johansson participated in the American Association for Physics Teachers Summer 
Meeting and the associated Physics Education Research Conference in Sacramento, CA.

• Cecilia Rohdén organized two workshops about Object Based Learning; one for lecturers at 
Uppsala university and one for staff working at museums, archives and libraries within the 
Uppsala University. Invited lecturers were Prof. Helen Chatterjee and Dr. Thomas Kador, 
University College London. 

The EduS group assembles scholars from the humanities, and natural, social and educational 
sciences. The members’ research seek to contribute with knowledge about gender, equality and 
identity, learning and teaching strategies, in different educational contexts by, first and foremost, 
drawing on qualitative methods, e.g. individual and focus-group interviews, reflective workshops, 
classroom observations and shadowing.  In 2016, the milieu was built up of two larger, com-
parative projects, three Ph.D. projects and a pedagogical project, with science education and 
higher education as main focuses. For example: 



SWEDISH NETWORK FOR FAMILY AND KINSHIP  
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The third meeting of the Swedish Network 
for Family and Kinship Studies (initiated 
in Uppsala in 2014) was held at Linköping 
University on October 21-22 this year.  
The two-day meeting was co-arranged by 
the steering committee. Approximately 20 
network members from various universities 
and disciplines participated. We were given 
an introduction to the research at Tema Barn, 
who with Roger Klinth (Tema Genus) also 
generously hosted the event. This was fol-
lowed by research presentations by individual 
scholars, and discussion around joint research 
interests and emerging issues in family and 
kinship studies. Based on these discussions, 
a set of topics was outlined around which 
workshops will be held in 2017. Hence, this 
annual meeting marks a turn towards actively 
promoting the formation of new projects 
within the network, that will be important for 
future research collaboration as well as for 
the final conference (to be held in 2018). 

This year, the Network also arranged a 
“roundtable” discussion on current trends 
and challenges in inter- or cross-disciplina-
ry family/kinship studies at g16, the gender 
studies conference in Linköping in November. 
Panelists were Docent Ulrika Dahl and Pro-
fessor Gabriele Griffin from the Centre, Ulla 
Björnberg, professor emerita in Sociology at 
Göteborg, and Dr Anna Malmqvist, Linköping. 
Given the current development of world 
politics and growing nationalism, there is no 
doubt that “the family” and notions of kinship 
will continue to be mobilized across discour-
ses and geographies. The steering group has 
convened throughout the year to plan events, 
and has also visited the UK for a couple of 
days in September, to network with scholars 
at universities with successful centres for 

the study of family (LCU, Thomas Coram 
institute), intimacy (Essex), and everyday life 
(Manchester).

Part of the plan for the Network for the year 
was to set up a proper webpage and Julia 
Benjaminson has done a great job on this; in 
late October, the new web page was launched. 
Website: http://www.gender.uu.se/forskning/
natverk/family-and-kinship-studies/

The Swedish Network for Family and Kinship 
Studies received FORTE network funding (in 
2015) for 2016-2018. The funding is placed 
at the Centre for Gender Research.  A 
conference is planned for 2018. The steering 
committee consists of Helena W. Henriks-
son (Uppsala), Daniéla Cutas (Umeå), Ulla 
Björnberg (Göteborg), Roger Klinth (Linkö-
ping), and Zlatana Knecevic (Mälardalen). The 
Network meetings for 2017 will be held at 
Umeå University (May 2-3), and at Göteborg 
University (fall). All who define their research 
as family and/or kinship studies are welcome 
to join the network, and should contact Hele-
na W. Henriksson. The Network currently has 
approximately 70 members.

Helena Wahlström Henriksson,
network coordinator



STUDENT ASSOCIATION GENUSFÖRENINGEN 

Genusföreningen at Uppsala University was founded in 2012. The association has four commit-
tees: the Drama Committee, the Lecture Committee, the Culture Committee and the Editorial 
Committee. 

During 2016 we have arranged a variety of events such as book clubs, social gatherings for our 
members and weekly meetings with the Drama Committee.

We began the spring semester 2016 by arranging a Feminist Festival, which was open for 
everyone. The event included lectures, workshops and panel discussions. Later on in the spring 
the Editorial Committee published the third issue of our magazine Verkligheter, (Realities). The 
theme for this issue was Corpus and dealt with bodies, from different feminist perspectives. 

Anyone can become a member of Genusföreningen, just visit our website or like our Facebook 
page for more information. 
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Facebook page: Genusföreningen Uppsala Uppsala
Website: www.genusforeningenuppsala.wordpress.com  
E-mail: genusforeningen.uu@gmail.com



Every second Wednesday there is an internal seminar at the Centre for Gender Research. 
The seminar is an arena for researchers and PhD-students to present on-going research, articles,  
application drafts, ideas or other texts where colleagues’ critical eyes are of use. Since the Centre 
is a crossroad of knowledge so are the research seminars. It is an appreciated and useful 
opportunity to develop texts. The seminars have been fully booked all year.

Chair:  Anneli Häyrén

RESEARCH SEMINARS

Spring 2016 

10 Feb Karin S. Lindelöf 

2 Mar Yasmin Roofi 

16 Mar May-Britt Öhman

30 Mar Jagriti Tanwar 

20 Apr Gabriele Griffin 

27 Apr Annie Woube 

18 May Jenny Ingemarsdotter 

25 May Camilla Flodin

8 Jun Nadine Lake

Autumn 2016

28 Sep Jagriti Tanwar

12 Oct Elina Nilsson  

26 Oct Cecilia Rodéhn & Hedvig Mårdh

2 Nov Doris Leibetseder

16 Nov Chitra Sinha

7 Dec Renita Sörensdotter
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THURSDAY SEMINARS

28 Jan Daniel Nyström 
Historiografiska berättelser om kvinnohistoria och 
arbetarhistoria.

11 Feb Per Faxneld 
Satanic Feminism: Lucifer as the Liberator of 
Woman in Nineteenth-Century Culture.

25 Feb Viktorija Kalonaityte 
Pedagogy is a Pretty Queer Thing: Critical and 
Queer Pedagogy for the Higher Education.

10 Mar Annika Bünz
Upplevelser av förhistorier – Normer,  
gränsdragningar och hierarkier.

During 2016, the Centre has continued its well established series of  Thursday Seminars. With 
interesting guests from different disciplines and various organizations and with several different 
research areas. It has been an interesting year.  

Spring 2016

7 Apr Chitra Sinha 
Gender and the Rhetoric of Family Law  
Reforms in India.

21 Apr Ingrid Berg  
Sam Wide and politics of belonging: on archaeo-
logical self-imagery and intersectional masculini-
ties in the late 19th century.

19 May Tanja Joelsson 
Barn i farten - barns rörlighet och tillgång  
till staden.

26 May Christian Gullette 
The Not-So-Triumphant Will: Masculinity, Futurity, 
and the Reappearance of the Bergfilm in Ruben 
Östlund’s Turist.
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THURSDAY SEMINARS

Sept 22 Andreas Ottemo  
Gender, body, desire and technology at two  
technical university programs.

Oct 6 Julia Rönnbeck, 
Det är väl typiskt tjejer - om basket, kropp och 
femininitet.

Oct 27 Åsa Bharathi Larsson,
Cirkusen är i stan. Koloniala erfarenheter i 
Skandinavien c. 1900.

During 2016, the Centre has continued its well established series of  Thursday Seminars. With 
interesting guests from different disciplines and various organizations and with several different 
research areas. It has been an interesting year.  

Autumn 2016

Nov 10 Virgina Langum
Spasticitet är motstånd - reflektioner om makt 
och avkolonisering i den funktionsfullkomliga 
akademin.

Dec 1 Christine Bylund 
An orientation towards consensus: Situating the 
somatechnics of intersex. 

Dec 15 Lovisa Brännstedt
Femina princeps. Livia’s position in the Roman 
state.
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The Thursday seminars are open for all interested, are free and no registration is necessary. 
Please feel free  in joing our seminars, we are always happy to see new faces!



GENDER LUNCHES SPRING

As mentioned earlier, one of our regular ongoing activities are the popular ‘‘genusluncher’’. 
While a researcher from the Centre holds a scientific lecture the listeners have lunch and 
‘’fika’’, which is included with the ticket.  Since 2013 the collaborations has been between 
the Centre, Folkuniversitetet and Reginateatern. After the spring semster of 2016 the gender 
lunches were moved to Uppsala City Theare and is now a collaboration between us, the thea-
tre and Folkuniversitetet. During the spring three gender lunches were held, Marie Ståhl’s lunch 
was unfortunately cancelled. 

Feb 18 Anita Hussénius, forskare och 
föreståndare vid Centrum för genusvetenskap,
Uppsala universitet: Att få vara människa - kat-
egoriseringarnas och dikotomiernas gissel

March 3 Anders Johansson, doktorand i 
fysikens didaktik med genusperspektiv vid 
Centrum för genusvetenskap och Institu-
tionen för fysik och astronomi, Uppsala 
universitet: Fysikern: Nörd, nobelpristagare eller 
något annat?

Mar 12 Marie Ståhl, doktorand i didaktik 
vid Centrum för genusvetenskap, Uppsala 
universitet: Högstadieelever “kick back” med 
emotioner och engagemang i naturvetenskap. 
INSTÄLLD! 

May 19 Anna Samuelsson, FD i sociologi 
och forskare vid Centrum för genusvetenskap, 
Uppsala universitet: Kroppar i naturens teatrar: 
om hur djur och människor ställts ut i  
naturhistoriska museer.
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GENDER LUNCHES SPRING

In the fall of 2016 the lunch lectures were moved to Uppsala City Theatre.  The concept is still the 
same, a researcher from the Centre holds a scientific lecture while the listeners have lunch and 
''fika'', in Uppsala City Theatre’s lokaler. There were three lunches planned for the fall but unfortu-
nately Ulrika Dahl’s lunch was cancelled.  We are looking forward to another three lunch lectures 
at the theatre next semester. 

Oct 4 Annie Woube, Fil Dr. i etnologi och 
forskare vid Centrum för genusvetenskap,
Uppsala universitet: Tjejlopp med åldern emot 
sig? - Kropp, kön och ålder bland 60+ -deltagare i 
motionslopp för kvinnor.

Oct 25 Maja Bodin, doktorand i reproduk-
tiv hälsa/genusvetenskap vid Institutionen 
för kvinnors och barns hälsa/Centrum för 
genusvetenskap, Uppsala universitet:
Kärlek utan krav/En biologisk drivkraft/Ett skräm-
mande åtagande. - Unga mäns tankar kring 
familjebildning och faderskap.

Nov 29 Ulrika Dahl, docent och lektor i 
genusvetenskap vid Centrum för 
genusvetenskap, Uppsala universitet: Den 
feminina mystiken: Queera och Intersektionella 
Perspektiv.
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VISITING RESEARCHERS AND INVITED GUESTS

Nadine Lake, PhD student, University of the Free State, South Africa.
 
Kate Scantlebury, Professor, Deptment of Chemistry and Biochemistry, University of Dela-
ware, USA.

Yasmin Roofi, assistant professor, Islamia University of Bahawalpur, Pakistan. 

Chitra Sinha, associate professor, Royal University for Women, Bahrain. 

Emma Ward, PhD student, University of Glasgow. 

Jagriti Tanwar, researcher, ???? 

An important part of the Centre’s dynamic research environment are the many visiting re-
searchers who stay for shorter or longer periods of time. These guests are often invited by a 
certain research group to build up networks, exchange knowledge, write applications or organ-
ise conferences and workshops. The guest researchers that have not been invited by a research 
group have usually heard positive about us from a former visiting researcher or colleauges at 
the Centre. Our reputation of beeing a well organized Centre with good work environment 
has had a positive word of mouth spreading. 

Many of the international researchers who have been at the Centre return several times to 
continue their collaborations within groups and thus contributing to a creative and inspiring 
research environment. During 2016 we have had the privilege to host the following guests:
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English Bluebells outside of the Centre for Gender Reserach.
Photo: Julia Benjaminson.



2016 was a very eventful year at the Centre and it 
brought a lot of changes. Among these were a new 
professor, three new lecturers, a new PhD program and 
Uppsala’s first ever PhD candidates in gender studies. 
Having worked as a lecturer at the Centre since 2011, 
I was promoted to full professor this year, and cere-
moniously inaugurated at the same time as my dear 
colleague Gabriele Griffin in November. As well, there 
was the “regular stuff” of managing the MA program 
and courses, continuing the collaboration around PhD 
training and research within the Intergender and U4 
networks, chances to discuss with guest researchers 
and guest PhDs, cheering for project funding coming 

in to many colleagues after much hard work on applications, and of course just helping each 
other stay sane through teaching, research, conferences, and plentiful meetings. All the activity, 
development, exchange and support makes the Centre a lively and good place to be.

My ongoing project with Jenny Björklund, Close Relations: Representations of Family and Kinship in 
Swedish Twenty-First Century Texts resulted in publications on Pappahanbooks and sons’ memoirs 
of their mothers. Thanks to funding from The Swedish Research Council an interdisciplinary 
project, Mother Anyway: Literary, Medical and Media Discourses on Motherhood in Sweden (Anna 
Williams PI), will be running from 2017-2020. In this project, scholars in gender studies, literary 
studies, reproductive health and psychiatry will collaborate around questions concerning 
narratives of motherhood and maternal bodies/embodiment. Working across domains poses 
new challenges but above all opens new possibilities for scholarship to develop in unexpected 
directions.

Other noteworthy news was that The Swedish Network for Family and Kinship Studies had 
local offspring: the new research group for Family and Kinship Studies at the Centre; there 
are quite a few PhDs and senior scholars here now, active in this field. The group had its first 
research seminars, one of which with guest speakers Karen Hansen and Anindita Majumdar, 
and it will be an important part of the national network. Hopefully, we can also strengthen the 
collaboration around research on family/kinship/intimacy across domains at the university in 
the near future. 

In all, everything that happened at the Centre in 2016 made it feel a bit of a whirlwind – but it 
also prepared the ground well for 2017, which now looks like it will be a(nother!) very exciting 
year.

NEW PROFESSOR HELENA WAHLSTRÖM HENRIKSSON
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It’s hard to believe that it’s a year since I came to Uppsala 
as Professor of Gender Research – the time has flown by 
and so much has happened. The year started really well with 
the Centre being awarded its own PhD programme – a 
development that is crucial for any research centre, and 
which spoke to the fact that not only has the Centre a long 
history of sharing PhD students with other departments but 
it has also hosted a significant number of visiting PhD stu-
dents. We swiftly appointed our first PhD – Nicole Ovesen, 
working on help-seeking by LGBTQ people suffering from 
intimate partner violence. The spring also saw the publica-
tion of four books that I edited or co-edited: Cross-Cultural 
Interviewing: Feminist Reflections and Experiences (Routledge 
2016), Research Methods for Reading Digital Data in the Digital Humanities (Edinburgh University Press, 
2016), Research Methods for Creating and Curating Data in the Digital Humanities (Edinburgh University 
Press, 2016), and Challenging the Myth of Gender Equality in Sweden (Policy Press, 2016). 

And, following a tip-off from our dear colleague Anita Hussénius, the early summer saw Minna 
Salminen Karlsson and myself busily drafting a funding application to NordForsk for a Nordic Centre 
of Excellence entitled Beyond the Gender Paradox: Women’s Careers in Technology-Driven Research and 
Innovation In and Outside of the Academy. We knew that the competition was stiff and didn’t fancy our 
chances but our divergent approach to the topic paid off: together with colleagues from Tampere 
University and the Western Norway Research Institute we were granted 20 million NOK – a great 
present at the end of 2016.

Together with the University Eduardo Montelane, Mozambique, and Free State University, South 
Africa (curtesy of a visiting PhD student, Nadine Lake), we also made an application to the Swedish 
International Development Agency to provide MA, PhD and equality training over a 5-year period 
to colleagues at Eduardo Montelane, and to our delight, this was fully approved in December. We are 
currently in contract negotiations around this. It is a great way of fostering international collabora-
tion and share our PhD expertise.

The autumn of 2016 also saw the arrival of postdoc Malin Jordal, a scholar from Health Sciences, 
with whom I have been working on funding applications and publications on clitoral reconstructive 
surgery and health care needs of migrant populations. This is a new phenomenon in Sweden and 
there is much to be researched regarding the women who seek such surgery, their motives and 
expectations.

Then there were all the other things that went on: attending Swedish courses, becoming a member 
of various fora in the University (eg Matariki Network on Digital Humanities for which I am now 
co-planning a PhD training course with colleagues from Kingston, Ontario, Dartmouth College etc.), 
writing a Dictionary of Gender Studies for Oxford University Press, the arrival of new and lovely 
colleagues, the splendid installation not just of one, but of TWO professors of gender research at the 
Centre – a first in Sweden, and possibly world-wide! Don’t know where that year went. . . 

NEW PROFESSOR GABRIELE GRIFFIN
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PhD STUDENT NICOLE OVESEN
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Nicole Ovesen is a PhD student at the Centre for 
Gender Research. Her background is in gender 
studies and her PhD project focuses on intimate 
partner violence and help-seeking behavior in LG-
BTQ relationships. 

Intimate partner violence (IPV) in LGBTQ relations-
hips is still an understudied phenomenon within the 
Nordic countries. The concept of men’s violence 
against women holds a dominate position in the 
research on IPV and has a strong impact on social 
policies and the establishment of social services 
institutions to protect victim-survivors of violence. 
The heterosexual framing of IPV has made it difficult 
to address and conceptualize violence occurring in 
non-heterosexual relationships. Due to the sensiti-
vity of the subject of violence within marginalized 

and hidden population groups, it is extremely difficult to determine the exact extent of the 
problem. 

Studies from other countries have shown a tendency towards an equal or higher prevalence of 
violence in LGBTQ relationships when compared to heterosexual relationships. The similarities 
between heterosexual and non-heterosexual IPV concern the types of violence experienced 
such as psychological, sexual and physical violence, economical control, stalking etc. The main 
difference between the groups concerns help-seeking barriers. Homo- bi- and transphobic 
attitudes can make a difficult situation even more difficult and prevent people from seeking help 
against violence. The study seeks to explore the concept of help seeking to improve an under-
standing of the challenges facing LGBTQ victim-survivors by including their perspectives along 
with the perspectives of the professionals working within the field of violence and protection.  

Photo: Julia Benjaminson.



REASEARCHER PROFILE DORIS LEIBETSEDER
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During my MA- and doctoral studies in philosophy at the 
University of  Vienna, Austria, I focused on feminism, gen-
der studies and queer theory. My experience of working 
in academia (at the Centre for Women’s and Gender Stu-
dies at Alpen-Adria Universität Klagenfurt for 2,5 years, 
where I assisted the US-Fulbright Guest Professor in Gen-
der Studies) and studying in Austria and abroad (Spain and 
UK) prepared me with the necessary (language-) skills for 
a longer research sojourn in the US. I began my affiliation 
with the University of California, Berkeley in August 2013 
as a Scholar in Residence in the Beatrice Bain Research 
Group at the Gender and Women’s Department. I held 
this position for three years and am currently a Visiting 
Scholar at the Center for Science, Technology, Medicine 
& Society at UC Berkeley. For the last two years I was 

also a research fellow at the IAS-STS (Institute for Advanced Studies on Science, Technology & 
Society), TU Graz (University of Technology) and AAU, and I was a lecturer in Gender Studies 
at several universities in Austria (University of Vienna, University of Graz and University of 
Performing Arts and Music of Graz, AAU). In August 2016, I came as a researcher to the Centre 
for Gender Research in Uppsala. 

My doctoral thesis dealt with queer strategies in popular music and was published in German 
(transcript, 2010) and in English with the title “Queer Tracks. Subversive Strategies in Rock 
and Pop Music”. (Ashgate, 2012). Moving away from cultural studies, I now focus on a queer-fe-
minist, transgender and dis/ability ethics of reproduction. My former medical profession as a 
radiographer (medical radiation technologist) has equipped me with a theoretical and practical 
knowledge of medicine, health and care for my new project. This new research will form part of 
my Habilitation (second book project), a still important step towards a professorship at univer-
sities in German-speaking countries. 

I am currently submitting grant proposals for research funding about queer and transgender 
reproduction with the use of Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ARTs). The most recent 
research on ARTs lies in the emerging understanding that a multiplicity of relationships and 
family structures, as well as diverse genders and sexualities, are more and more recognized and 
making use of ARTs. My focus is on the ways in which these technologies confront queer and 
transgender people with normative expectations concerning their biological sex, gender, sex-
uality, kinship and their right to procreate. Most research on their use of ART is performed in 
English-speaking, western European countries, much less in central European ones and is almost 
non-existent in eastern European countries. However, eastern Europeans and their clinics play 
a major role in European ART use through reproductive tourism and the provision of bioma-
terials (eggs, sperm, etc.). In the proposed project I will examine the regulation of ART and the 
experiences of self-identified queer and transgender people in purposely selected European 
countries.

Photo: Julia Benjaminson.



REASEARCHER PROFILE MALIN JORDAL

I came to the Centre for Gender Research 
as a post-doctoral researcher in August 2016, 
and I am currently working on a project 
about clitoral reconstructive surgery after 
female genital cutting (FGC) in the Swedish 
context.

My disciplinary background is in nursing and 
medical sciences and I hold a Masters in Afri-
can Studies and a Masters and PhD in Interna-
tional Health. My PhD studies concentrated 
on socially marginalized women in Sri Lanka, 
particularly migrant workers, single mothers 
and women in prostitution, and their sexual 
and reproductive health and rights. My thesis 
argued that gendered notions of respectabili-
ty in Sri Lanka, highly influenced by Victorian 
ideals of womanhood, pose serious constra-
ints on women’s lives, particularly their sexual 
and reproductive health rights, despite their 
movement into new social spaces and increa-
sed power in other domains of their lives. 

After my PhD defence in 2014, I became 
inspired by my friend and filmmaker Dani 
Kouyaté’s documentary film ‘Femme, en-
tiérement femme’ on clitoris reconstructive 
surgery after FGC in France and Burkina Faso 
to initiate a new project. Despite my back-
ground in women’s health and of having lived 
in Burkina Faso for almost a year, l had never 
come across this phenomenon. Why was that? 
I asked myself. As a researcher with particular 
interests in women’s sexual and reproductive 
health in an international context I decided to 
find out more.

My initial investigation confirmed my hypothe-
sis that very few studies exist in the area of 
clitoral reconstruction. Furthermore, these 
studies were mostly quantitative, medical, and/
or written in French. While my initial plan had 
been to conduct a study in Burkina Faso, one 

of the few 
countries I 
knew where 
clitoral re-
constructive 
surgery was 
being offered, 
to my sur-
prise I soon 
found that 
this surgery 
had become 
available in 
Sweden too, 
though fairly recently. The novelty of the phe-
nomenon in Sweden, in addition to financial 
and practical constraints, made me decide 
to develop my current qualitative research 
project involving medical, social, and gendered 
aspects of clitoral reconstructive surgery in 
Sweden. Some of the questions raised are: 
Who are the women anticipating this kind 
of surgery and what inspires them to seek 
surgery? What is the impact of the surgery 
on women’s lives? In what way may surgery 
impact on women’s sexuality, gender identity, 
self-image, and on their relationships with 
others? To what extent does living in Sweden 
impact on women’s experience of living with 
FGC and their choice for surgery? 

I am currently in the process of interviewing 
women requesting clitoral reconstructive 
surgery in Sweden to find answers to some 
of these questions. While the project was 
developed in the context of medicine and 
international health, its gender dimensions are 
obvious. Being situated at the Center is there-
fore highly relevant and fruitful as the project 
deals with and gendered norms and practices 
of femininity and womanhood, identity, sexu-
ality, and the body, as well as with migration 
and ethnic minorities. I intend to develop the 
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study by employing postcolonial theory, inter-
sectionality, and theories on the body. My aim 
is to contribute to a better understanding of 
ethnic specific health needs and well-being in 
the Swedish diaspora, particularly in relation 
to FGC and genital reconstructive surgery. 

REASEARCHER PROFILE MALIN JORDAL
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KICK-OFF UPPSALA KONSERT OCH KONGRESS
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When the fall semester approached we had 
already welcomed several new employees to 
the Centre. A great way for everyone to get 
to know each other better is the yearly kick-
off. This time it was held at Uppsala Konsert 
and Kongress with a gender relay in focus. 
The day was spent listening to colleauges 
presenting their current research. In total 
there were 24 short presentations. A great 
way for everyone to learn more about their 
colleagues work. It was an interesting and 
enjoyable day that ended with a joint dinner 
also at Uppsala Konsert and Kongress.  

Title of the presentations:
Changing Family: Understanding and Represent-
ing the Changing Family in 21st Century Europé

(En)gendering parenthood: mother stories

Knowledge production beyond the norms -short 
introduction and upcoming activities

Mothers on the Run in Twenty-First Century 
Swedish Literature

Natural Selection? Writing a Dictionary of Gender 
Studies
 
Art and Nature: The Early German Romantics, 
Schelling, and Adorno

Gender and human-livestock relations

What do gender constructions have to do with 
gender equality? Studies in consequences of 
masculinities at work
 
Making the T-shirt, making togetherness, making 
running subjects. Autoethnographical notes from 
the women-only run New York Mini 10K

Is promotion gendered? Evidence from India

Formations of success: Gender, class and 

academic achievements in elite undergraduate 
programmes

Critique of pure normativity: resisting the life-pen-
etrating gaze 

Queer(y)ing Kinship in the Baltic Region: A brief 
presentation

QT Reproduction: Queer and Transgender Use of 
ARTs (Assisted Reproductive Technologies)
 
”Doings” of friendship. Conflicts, consensus and 
”niceness” during pair interviews with men

Safe geographies in trans*experiences of Swedish 
cities
 
’Corrective rape’ and black lesbian sexuality in 
contemporary South African texts

In the borderland between academic disciplines 
and school science – feminist perspectives on 
science teacher education
 
Dutiful daughters, nurturing mothers: Commercial 
surrogacy in Thailand

Seeking help against violence as a LGBTQ 
victim-survivor

Discourse Representation and family law reforms 
in India

How heteronormativity affects experiences of 
vulvar pain

To plan or not to plan... An interdisciplinary, mixed 
methods study about family planning behavior 
and ideals

Reconstructive surgery of the clitoris after female 
genital mutilation/cutting– from the perspective 
of concerned women and gynecologists in Sweden
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NEW COURSE ADMINISTRATOR ANNAKARIN KRISTRÖM

During the autumn the Centre’s course 
administrator Anne-Marie Benson retired.  
Thankfully we were able to find another great 
course administrator and we are now very 
happy that AnnaKarin Kriström has joined 
our team.  

Since 2009 I have been working as course 
administrator and student counselor at  
Uppsala university. I started at the Depart-
ment of History of Science and Ideas and the 
Department of Literature, where I earlier 
had made my dissertation in the subject The 
Boundless Books. Literature for all ages in the 
60s and 70s in Sweden (2006). In this period 
me and my administrative collegue primarily 
developed the student counselling for our 
bachelor and masterstudents. For the acade-
mic year of 2014-2015 I moved to Gotland 
and worked at Campus Gotland in Visby. This 
was a pleasant change of environment and a 
chance to try a different way of working since 
the campus administration functions more as 
a team, all of us sharing workspace, coopera-
ting and giving back up to each other when 
needed. All in all we worked with the admi-
nistration of 19 departments. In Visby my per-
sonal area of responsibility focused bachelor 
programmes such as the Leadership – Quality 
Technology – Improvement programme at 
the Department of Technical Sciences and 
the Liberal Arts programme offered by the 
Literary Department. 

Alongside the administrative work I also 
engage in artistic endeavors. Having a back 
ground in textile handicraft weaving and pro-
cessing wool I, post Phd in 2006, started using 
books and paper as material for weaving/
braiding abstract paper sculptures. One of the 

first forms was made from my own doctoral 
thesis. This joyful clash between science and 
art finally lead to a large scale art project at 
UU, in which academic doctors in the Facul-
ties of arts, social science and theology were 
invited to give away one sample of their own 
thesis for destruction and transformation into 
a collective piece of art. As a result I created a 
hanging paper sculpture from page strips out 
of 37 dissertations in 11 different scientific 
subjects. Labyrinthos is currently hanging out-
side the Ihre auditorium at the English Park 
Campus. In my own view the labyrinth may 
be said to symbolise a sinuous academic path 
and a longing for a higher degree of cross- 
fertilizations between disciplines.

Labyrinthos outside the Ihre auditorium. 
Photo: AnnaKarin Kriström.

vem är fotograf??



Many of the Centre’s researchers applied for and were sucessful in getting funding this year. 
This means that there will be several new research projects starting in 2017. 

Lisa Hagelin received 2 119 000 kr from the Swedish Foundation for Humanities and Social 
Sciences for the project: Virtues for freedmen - a question of masculinity? 

Minna Salminen-Karlsson did really well with her applications this year. With three different 
projects Minna will have several busy years ahead of her. For the first project she received  
3 300 000 kr from Forte for the project: Evaluating work of comparable worth. The use of job  
evaluation systems as promotors of gender equal salaries in the Swedish municipal sector.

Minna is also involved in a project where Åsa Cajander is PI. This project is also funded by 
Forte with 5 790 000 kr and the name of the project is Between patients and computer programs: 
The effects of digitalization on the work environment of healthcare professionals.

The third project that Minna is involved in is the largest one. Gabriele Griffin is PI and together 
they were funded with 20 million Norwegian kronor from NordForsk for the project Beyond 
the Gender Paradox: Women’s Careers in Technology-Driven Research and Innovation In and Outside of 
the Academy.

May-Britt Öhman has been funded with 2 997 000 kr from the Swedish Research Council  
Formas for the project: Safe and Sustainable Energy Futures in Sápmi: Assumptions and Actions - 
Visions and Decisions.

Cecilia Rodéhn was funded with 907 150 kr from Riksantikvarieämbetet. Together with Hedvig 
Mårdh they will be working on the project Ulleråker - Funktionsnedsättning och kulturarv.

Doris Leibetseder has recieved the Centre’s first Marie Skodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA) 
project. The titel of the project is Towards an Inclusive Common European Framework for Assisted 
Reproductive Technologies (ART): Queer Transgender Reproduction in the Age of ART.

We are also happy to welcome a new comer to the Centre, Katarina Pirak Sikku. Katarina has 
together with May-Britt Öhman, Gunilla Larsson, and Frances Wyld received 5 040 000 kr from 
Vetenskapsrådet. Together they will be working on the project: Att ge mig mitt perspektiv -  
Rasbiologernas spår i det samiska folkhemmet. 

MISSAT NÅGON???
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TABLES OF ECONOMY

Financial turnover 2016

Balance 
brought forward Revenues Costs

Operating 
income

Closing 
balance

Education

University 
Financed 
Research

External 
Financed 
Research

Commis-
sioned 
Research

TOTAL

279 591 3 937 362 -384 329 95 033 374 624

1 854 582 10 046 262 -9 988 702 57 560 1 912 142

962 433 11 528 239 -12 374 556 -846 318 116 116

749 841 247 245 -390 753 -143 508 606 333

3 846 447 25 759 108 -26 596340 -837 232 3 009 216
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TABLES OF ECONOMY

Project Period

Total 
granted 
amount

Project
Leader

Kvinnlig maskulinitet 
i mellankrigstidens 
Sverige

Jenny 
Ingemars-
dotter

3 312 000

Funding
Agency

Karin S 
Lindelöf

RJ
Tjejlopp som 
kulturellt fenomen: 
villkor för kvinnors 
motionsidrottande 

2014-
2016

4 614 000

VR 2013-           
2016

Formas
2015-
2017Jacob Bull 

VR

Lärarutbildares 
naturvetenskap un-
der lupp - en studie 
av gränslandet mel-
lan ämnesdiscipliner 
och skolämnen

Kristina  
Andersson

2015-
2018 

7 678 000 

5 154 000

Förändrade djurkrop-
par: avelstrategier som 
svar på miljömässiga, 
ekonomiska och sociala 
förändringar

VR

Becoming Human. 
Gender theory and 
animals in a more-
than-human world

Jacob
Bull

2012-
2017 6 000 000

summan? 
3 150 000

Formas 6 000 0002013-           
2016

NAMN???? 

Formas 2 490 000

May-Britt
Öhman

2014-
2016

NAMN???? Signe 
Bremer

Anne-Sofie 
Nyström

2015-
2018 

VR

Att framträda som 
framgångsrik student: 
En komparativ studie 
om män, masku-
liniteter och självvärd-
esskyddande strategier 
i konkurrensorienter-
ande miljöer

6 419 000

2016-2018 Science, 
validation, partial 
perspectives: Know-
ledge production 
beyond the norms 
http://www.histfilfak.
uu.se/scival/
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TOTAL 23 220 349 

Vinnova

Träffa rätt - 
jämställdnarkotikaspan. 
Normkritisk 
missbrukarprofilering 
via appar och spel

Anneli 
Häyrén

2016- 
2018 1 595 610

VR
De tidiga tyska 
romantikerna, Schelling 
och Adorno

Camilla 
Flodin

2016- 
2017

1 420 000

VR

Det svenska 
jordbrukets framtid: 
agral omvandling och 
hushållsstrategier

Camilla 
Eriksson

2016- 
2018

531 000

TABLES OF ECONOMY

FYLL I FLER? 
Har ej tagit med småbidrag som konferens-
bidrag utan enbart projekt! Kanske borde 
ändra titeln till projektbidrag? Skriva att det 
ej inkluderar mindre bidrag 

45 213 610



CROSSROADS  -  ANNUAL REPORT TWO THOUSAND SIXTEEN

LIST PUBLICATIONS

Ah-King M, Gowaty P A. A conceptual review of mate choice : stochastic demography, within-  
 sex phenotypic plasticity, and individual flexibility. Ecology and Evolution. 2016.
Alenius Wallin L, Goedecke K. With a little help from my friends : Gender and intimacy in two  
 friendship research projects. Göteborg:  Göteborgs universitet; LIR.journal. 2016.
Andersson S, Johansson A. Gender gap or program gap? : Students’ negotiations of study  
 practice in a course in electromagnetism. Physical Review Physics Education Research.  
 2016. 
Björklund J. Playing with Pistols: Female Masculinity in Henrik Ibsen’s Hedda Gabler.  
 Scandinavian Studies. 2016.
Björklund J. Arrogant Perceptors, World-Travelers, and World-Backpackers: Rethinking María  
 Lugones’ Theoretical Framework Through Lukas Moodysson’s Mammoth. In: Bodies,  
 Boundaries and Vulnerabilities: Interrogating Social, Cultural and Political Aspects of  
 Embodiment. Cham et al: Springer; 2016. p. 31-46. Crossroads of Knowledge. 
Björklund J, Hellstrand I, Käll L F. Marking the Unmarked : Theorizing Intersectionality and Lived  
 Embodiment Through Mammoth and Antichrist.  In: Illdisciplined Gender: Engaging  
 Questions of Nature/Culture and Transgressive Encounters. Cham et al:  Springer;  
 2016. p. 99-113. Crossroads of Knowledge. 
Björklund J, Lindqvist U, editors. New Dimensions of Diversity in Nordic Culture and Society.  
 Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars Publishing; 2016. 
Bremer S, Alm E, Schmitt I, Nord I. Queer- och transforskning.  In: En introduktion till  
 genusvetenskapliga begrepp. Göteborg: Nationella Sekretariatet för Genusforskning;  
 2016. 
Bremer S, Nord I, Alm E, editors. Cisnormativitet och feminism.  Tidskrift för genusvetenskap;  
 2016. Tidskrift för Genusvetenskap, Vol. 37, nr 4. 
Bull J, Holmberg T, Åsberg C, editors.  Animals in Place: Cartographies of Human-Animal  
 Relations. London:  Routledge; 2016. 
Dahl U. The Latina Femme Promise of Vulnerability and Access : Review of Juana Marìa  
 Rodríguez. Stockholm; Lambda Nordica: Tidskrift om homosexualitet. 2016: 191-196. 
Dahl U. Editorial: Queering Femininity. Lambda Nordica: Tidskrift om homosexualitet.  
 2016;(1-2):7-20. 
Dahl U. Femmebodiment: Notes on queer feminine shapes of vulnerability. Feminist Theory.  
 2016. 
Dahl U. Kön och genus, maskulinitet och femininitet. In: En introduktion till genusvetenskapliga  
 begrepp. Göteborg: Nationella sekretariatet för Genusforskning; 2016. p. 15-19. En  
 Skriftserie om Genusvetenskap, 5. 
Dahl U, Björklund J. Editorial:Queering histories and temporalities. Lambda Nordica: Tidskrift  
 om homosexualitet. 2016;(3-4):7-20. 
Dahl U, Manns U, Liljeström M. The Geopolitics of Nordic and Russian Gender Research 1975- 
 2005. Huddinge: Södertörns högskola; 2016. Södertörn Academic Studies, 66. 
Danielsson A, Anderssson K, Gullberg A, Hussénius A, Scantlebury K. “In biology class we would  
 just sit indoors…” Experiences of insideness and outsideness in the places student  
 teachers’ associate with science. Cultural Studies of Science Education. 2016.  
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Danielsson A, Berge M, Lidar M. Knowledge and power in the technology classroom: a  
 framework for studying teachers and students in action. Cultural Studies of Science  
 Education. 2016. 
Flodin C. In the Eyes of the Other. In: The Chosen Ones: Stockholm: Journal; 2016. p. 41-43. 
Goedecke K. Riktiga vänner och andra män: Äkthet, känslor och beröring i mäns  
 vänskapsrelationer. Karlstad:  Karlstads universitet; Tidskrift för Genusvetenskap.  
 2016;37(2):77-98. 
Goedecke K. Making Friends: Constructions of Change, Masculine Positions and Friendships  
 Among Former Drug Users. In: Critical Perspectives on Masculinities and  
 Relationalities: In Relation to What?. New York: Springer; 2016. Skrifter från Centrum  
 för genusvetenskap / Crossroads of knowledge. 
Gonsalves A J, Danielsson A, Pettersson H. Masculinities and experimental practices in physics:  
 The view from three case studies. Physical Review Special Topics: Physics Education  
 Research. 2016;12:020120. 
Griffin G. Embedded Narrative and the Ethical Im/possibility of ”Giving Voice” in the Age of 
 Migration : Henning Mankell’s  The Shadow Girls. Lisbon; Op.Cit. Revista de Estudios  
 Anglo-Americanos. 2016;2(5):1-18. 
Griffin G. Interviewing as Negotiation. In: Cross-Cultural Interviewing: Feminist Experiences and  
 Reflections. Abingdon:  Routledge; 2016. p. 15-29. Routledge Advances in Research  
 Methods. 
Griffin G. Rethinking Gender Equality and the Swedish Welfare State : A View from Outside. In:  
 Challenging the Myth of Gender Equality in Sweden: . Bristol:  Policy Press; 2016.  
 p. 93-116. 
Griffin G, editor. Cross-Cultural Interviewing : Feminist Experiences and Reflections. New York:   
 Routledge; 2016. Routledge Advances in Research Methods. 
Griffin G, Hayler M, editors. Research Methods for Reading Digital Data in the Digital  
 Humanities. Edinburgh:  Edinburgh University Press; 2016. Research Methods in the  
 Arts and Humanities. 
Hast Y L, Danielsson A. ”I normala fall gillar tjejer killukt”: Naturkunskapens sexualitets- och  
 relationsundervisning analyserad ur ett heteronormativitetsperspektiv. NorDiNa:  
 Nordic Studies in Science Education. 2016;12(1):21-35. 
Hayler M, Griffin G, editors. Research Methods for Creating and Curating Data in the Digital  
 Humanities. Manchester: Manchester University Press; 2016. Research Methods for  
 the Arts and Humanities.
Hussenius A. In what way does the culture of science and images of science affect the science  
 educational process? Forming bonds - Breaking bonds. In: 13 Questions in Science  
 Education. Peter Lang Publishing Group; 2016. 
Hussenius A, Scantlebury K, Andersson K, Gullberg A. Interstitial spaces: A model for  
 transgressive processes.  In: Illdisciplined Gender: Engaging Questions of Nature/ 
 Culture and Transgressive Encounters. Cham Heidelberg New York Dordrecht  
 London: Springer; 2016. p. 11-30. Crossroads of knowledge. 
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Häyrén A, Sultán Sjöqvist M. Preventing Honour Related Violence by education and dialogue  
 through immigrant NGOs : FATIMA project JUST/2013/DAP/AG/5823. Uppsala: 
 Folkuniversitetet; 2016. 
Leibetseder D. Reproductive Justice: An Example of an Allied Queer-feminist Ethics. In:  Year 
 book 2015 of the Institute for Advanced Studies of Science, Technology, and Society.  
 Munich: Profil Verlag; 2016. 
Leibetseder D. Reproductive Ethics: An Example of an Allied Dis/Ability-Queer-Feminist Justice.  
 In: Queering Paradigms VI: Interventions, Ethics, and Glocalities.: . Oxford: Peter Lang  
 Publishing Group; 2016. p. 131-147. Queering Paradigms, 6. 
Lönngren A. Oppression and liberation : Traditional Nordic Literary Themes of Human-Animal  
 Transformations in Monika Fagerholm’s Early Works.  In: Novel Districts: Critical  
 Readings of the Works of Monika Fagerholm. Helsinki:  Finnish Literature Society;  
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Martinsson L, Griffin G, Giritli Nygren K, editors. Challenging the Myth of Gender Equality in  
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Martinsson L, Griffin G, Nygren K G. Afterword : rethinking gender equality.  In: Challenging The  
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Martinsson L, Griffin G, Nygren K G. Introduction : challenging the myth of gender equality in  
 Sweden. In: Challenging The Myth Of Gender Equality In Sweden: POLICY PRESS;  
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Rodéhn C. Från mytisk tid till den moderna grekiska statenThebes arkeologiska museum.  
 Medusa. Svensk tidsskrift för antiken. 2016;37(4):20-25. 
Rodéhn C. Kulturarvet som högskolepedagogisk resurs. Classica. Meddelanden från Svenska  
 klassikerförbundet. 2016;(1):17-21. 
Rodéhn C. Kulturarvet somhögskolepedagogiskresurs vid Uppsala universitet 2014-2016. 
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Rodéhn C. (Re) Doing Men in Museum Exhibitions? Masculinities and the Democratization of 
 Heritage in South Africa. In: Critical Perspectives on Masculinities and Relationalities:  
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 Gendered Work Ideals in Transnational IT Companies.  In: Gender in Transnational  
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 In: Troubling Science Education: A Nordic Prespective. Springer; 2016. 
Ståhl M, Hussenius A. Chemistry inside an epistemological community box! Discursive  
 exclusions and inclusions in Swedish Nationaltests in Chemistry. Dirdrecht: Springer  
 Netherlands; Cultural Studies of Science Education. 2016;
Ståhl M, Hussénius A. Chemistry in an Epistemological Community Box! Discursive Exclusions  
 and Inclusions in Swedish National Assessments in Chemistry.. Dordrecht:  Springer;  
 Cultural Studies of Science Education. 2016;
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 medical students' first pelvic examination. Culture, Health and Sexuality.   
 2016;18(11):1295-1308. 
Sörensdotter R, Stranz A. Interpretations of person-centered dementia care: Same retoric,  
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 Journal of Aging Studies. 2016;(38):70-80. 
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 Women and rape in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo. Gender, Place and  
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 House Rules. In: In Relation to What? Masculinities and Relationalities in Gender  
 Studies. New York:  Springer; 2016. p. 8-20. Crossroads of Knowledge. 
Wahlström Henriksson H. Sons Write Mothers in Contemporary Swedish Literature : Mustafa  
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 Springer; 2016. p. 47-79. Crossroads of Knowledge. 
Öhman M. TechnoVisions of a Sámi cyborg : Re-claiming Sámi body-, land- and waterscapes  
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