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INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY OF THE CENTRE

The Centre for Gender Research has
existed for more than 30 years as an
independent research unit within
Uppsala University. The annual report
of 2014 takes its point of departure in
the history of the Centre.

    The background of the establishment of
the Centre is to be found during the 1960s
when the women’s movement all over the
world started to react and protest against
the patriarchal structures, to be found both
in the community as a whole as well as within
the University, that was only benefiting men 
and not women.

Changes in academia
By the end of the 1970s, these feminist  
actions finally had an impact in the academic 
world where financial resources were com-
mitted to encourage the situation of female 
researchers and to enable women’s 
research as well as research about women. 
    Along came also 
a feminist criticism 
of the conventional 
objectivist tradition, 
with alternative or 
complementary 
views on the 
theoretical 
and methodological 
development within 
science. Overall, 
women in science wanted to change the 
academic system in regard to both structure 
and content. These female researchers also 
needed their own interest group to take 
charge of their special demands and rights. 
That is why a group of female researchers 
at Uppsala University in 1978, with models 

from Lund and different women’s movements 
in the United States, founded the association 
“Centre for female researchers and women’s 
research”.

    The aim of this Centre was to gather 
together female researchers in all disciplines 
in order to change and improve the condi-
tions of women at the University,  as well as 
to support and initiate women’s research and 
research about women.

Founded in 1982
In the beginning the Centre was run 
by female researchers, graduate and 
undergraduate stu dents, all working on an 
unpaid basis. Soon the members started to 
talk about the possibility to formalise and 
establish the Centre as a more permanent 
unit at the University.  July first, 1982 the 
Centre was incorporated as an independent 
research unit with its own place located in 
the Castle. 

    During these first 
years, the Centre had 
funding for two research 
appointments,  one 
belonging to the liter ary 
scholar Birgitta Holm 
and the other to the 
psychologist Mona 
Eliasson, who was also 
director of the Centre 
between 1980-1990.   

    Already at the start, the Centre’s work 
was based on the same trademarks as today, 
namely research, education, and communica-
tion. For example, the Centre had an informa-
tion officer working with outreaching activi-
ties, such as the information booklet “SOFIA” 
which was published three times a year. 
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Uppsala Castle. Photo: Marcus Marcetic.
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    Also, the tradition of inviting researchers 
and guest lecturers from abroad, and thus 
maintaining an international and inspiring 
environment, was established from the very 
beginning. 

    From 1990 until 2003 the Centre had 
five different directors; Eva Heggestad, 
Denise Malmberg, Gullög Nordquist,  Valerie 
DeMarin is, and, once again, Mona Eliasson.

Re-established in 2003
In 2003, twenty years after the initial 
establishment, the Centre was re-established 
with a new name –  Centre for Gender 
Research –  a new location at the English 
Park Campus, and new directions were 
commissioned by the  Vice-Chancellor. 

    According to these new directions, the 
Centre was committed to carry out research 

and teaching within the field of gender 
studies and both teaching and research 
should include social as well as biological 
perspectives on gender.  The Centre should 
also cooperate with all of the University’s 
research area committees, faculty committees 
and concerned institutions.  

    Margaretha Fahlgren was director of the 
Centre between 2003-2011. During this 
period of time the Centre grew from a very 
small unit of around six researchers to an 
international research environment, as well as 
Centre of Gender Excellence, with around 30 
researchers and staff members. In 2011 Anita 
Hussénius took over as Director.  

 
    In 2013 the Centre was relocated again, 
this time to the Botanical Garden.  

Anita Hussénius, Director

View from the Centre for Gender Research of Linneanum in the Botanical Garden.  
Photo:  Anna Samuelsson.  



ABOUT THE CENTRE CROSSROADS OF KNOWLEDGE

The Centre for Gender Research is 
a dynamic and productive research 
environment where transgressive 
encounters between cultural, social and 
biological understandings of sex and 
gender have become a characteristic. 

    Researchers at the Centre for Gender 
Research have their background in various 
disciplines in the faculties of the humanities, 
social sciences, medicine and natural sciences. 
Together we represent a great variety of 
competences and areas of specialisations. We 
also provide a broad educational base with 
courses in both English and Swedish.

  Reports from former evaluations state that 
among other things the Centre has successfully 
built a new research field in a traditionally 
discipline-oriented univer sity, that the profile 
is very strong on gender and science, that the 
research is original as well as of high academic 
standard, and that some themes have potential 
to become top-quality.  Also the education in 
gender studies is characterized by very high 
quality and thoroughgoing there is a great 
demand for courses at both the undergraduate 
and graduate levels.

    We have had several visiting international 
scholars during the year and we receive 
interest requests from many more than we 
are able to welcome. Some of the visiting 
scholars stay for a longer period of time 
while others come for a much shorter period 
of time.  Among others the Centre has been 
visited during a month or more by; Jieying Cui 
(Renmin University of China), Nadine Lake 
(University of the Free Stat, South Africa, Elisa 

Virgili (Insubria University, Italy), Gabriele 
Griffin (University of York, UK), Olga Kuskova 
(Ural Federal University, Russia), Kaisa 
Illmonen (University of Turku, Finland), Özge 
Altin (Istanbul Sehir University, Turkey), Yasmin 
Roofi (University of Bahawalpur, Pakistan), 
Chitra Sinha (University of Women, Bahrain), 
and Kate Scantlebury (University of Delaware, 
USA). Many of our international scholars have 
made major contributions to the Centre’s 
research environment with their expertise. 
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Botanical Garden.  
Photo: Jieying Cui. 



ABOUT THE CENTRE CROSSROADS OF KNOWLEDGE

    Over the year a lot of activities have taken 
place at the Centre; those that are repeated 
on a regular basis like courses and seminars, 
and those that are arranged for a specific 
purpose like conferences and workshops. 
Representatives from the Centre, individual 
scholars as well as groups of researchers, 
have also contributed in different kinds of 
outreaching activities. One such regular 
activity, that was initiated during 2013 and has 
continued even this year, is the collaboration 
with “Folkuniversitetet” and “Reginateatern”. 
Together we arrange gender lunches, where 
our researchers give popular scientific 
presentation of their ongoing research. Each 
semester four lunches have taken place, that 
is eight gender lunches during 2015.The 
lunches attract interest from the general 
public and have been fully booked several 
times. The attention these events have 
received by the public has also resulted in 
writings in the local newspaper.
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Anita Hussénius, Director

In 2015 the board of the Centre for Gender 
Research consisted of: 
Agneta Stark, Professor em, chair  
Anna Williams, Professor  
Dag Blanck, Associate Professor  
Agneta Skoog Svanberg, Seniour Lecturer  
Elisabeth Larsson,  Associate Professor 
Klara Goedecke, PhD students’ representative 
Madeleine Eriksson, students’ representative
May-Britt Öhman, SACO  
Margareta Willmer, SEKO

THE BOARD OF THE CENTRE

Flowers outside of the the Centre for Gender Research. 
Photo: Julia Benjaminson.

    2015 has been an exciting year in many 
ways for example several new positions have 
been filled; Renita Sörensdotter accepted the 
temporary senior lectureship and started 
the job in August 2015. Karin S Lindelöf has 
accepted the senior lectureship and will be 
starting her new position in January 2016. We 
are happy to congratulate Malin Ah-King who 
has become the Centre's very first associate 
professor in gender research. Congratulations 
to Anders Johansson's licentiate degree and 
to being one step closer to his PhD degree. 

    The process of appointing a Chair in 
Gender Research was restarted with a 
renewed announcement in the beginning of 
2014. Fifteen applicants responded to the call 
and three external reviewers were appointed. 
After a long process three of the candidates 
held a trial lecture. At the end Gabriele 
Griffin from York University was the strongest 
candidate. In November Gabriele was offered 
and accepted the role as Uppsala University’s 
first professor in gender studies. We are very 
happy to know that Gabriele Griffin will be in 
place in January of 2016. 



Anita Hussénius. Photo: Julia Benjaminson.

focusing on education. Today the group works 
with issues connected to education and/or 
natural sciences. Since 2010 she is member of 
the board for the graduate school/doctoral 
programme “The language of schooling in 
mathematical and science practices” financed 
by the Swedish Research Council (VR) and 
she serves as co-supervisor for one of the 
connected PhD students.  She is also co-

supervisor for a PhD student in 
environmental communication 
at SLU. Between 2011 and 2014 
Anita was principal investigator 
for the VR founded project 
Challenging science teacher 
education: gender awareness in 
constructing knowledge of science 
and science teaching. During 2015 
a number of journal articles have 
been submitted and a few more 
will be finished in the beginning 
of next year. In 2015 a new 
four-year project funded by VR 

started: In the borderland between 
academic disciplines and school science – Science 
faculty as teacher educators. For this project 
Kristina Andersson is principal investigator 
(PI) and Anita is serving as co-PI. 

    Up until January 2010 Anita combined 
her research at the Centre with the position 
as the head of Department of mathematics, 
natural and computer sciences at the 
University of Gävle. This position she was 
appointed seven years earlier. Before that 
she was the head of the Department of 
Chemistry at Uppsala University for five 
years, 1998-2002. Anita has maintained good 
contacts with the Faculty of Science and 
Technology at Uppsala University and she 
is, for example, member and co-chair of 
the board for “Centre for Discipline-Based 
Education Research in MINT”.

DIRECTOR ANITA HUSSÉNIUS
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Anita Hussénius has been director 
for the Centre since July 2011 and a 
continuing goal is to make the Centre 
more visible within as well as outside of 
the University.

    “More people should know about our 
work”, says Anita Hussénius and continues 
“We conduct research with great breadth 
and depth and I think our 
theoretical knowledge, 
perspectives and entrances 
can be useful to other 
disciplines. The most 
prioritized issue right 
now is to gain the right 
to accept and graduate 
doctoral students in the 
discipline. A chair in gender 
studies has been appointed 
and the new professor, 
Gabriele Griffin, will start in 
January 2016”. Furthermore 
Anita thinks it is important 
to continue the border crossing work with 
interdisciplinary collaborations.

    “Our researchers come from many 
disciplines and the interdisciplinary work 
emerging from the meetings is in many senses 
unique, both within and outside of gender 
research. Once per year I usually count the 
number of different disciplinary backgrounds 
among our researchers and last time it 
reached 21, which is quite impressive.”

Organic chemist 
Anita Hussénius herself is a senior lecturer in 
organic chemistry and conducts research in 
science education with gender and feminist 
perspectives. She has been working at 
the Centre since 2008 when she was one 
of several researchers who started up a 
research group within the GenNa programme



EDUCATION AND COURSES AT THE CENTRE
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The interest in gender studies is high, and 
an increasing number of students have 
applied to our courses this year, on both 
Undergraduate and Masters levels. 

  Course evaluations show that the students 
appreciate the education they achieve at the 
Centre for Gender Research. In addition to 
our regular gender studies courses in Uppsala 
we have also begun collaboration with the 
Department of Game Design at Campus 
Gotland on a joint course to be offered in the 
spring 2016. We have also started planning 
for gender studies courses in Gotland for the 
academic year 2016/2017.

Education at the Undergraduate level
During 2015 three full-time courses were 
offered at the Undergraduate level: the A level 
course (Genusvetenskap A) was offered both 
in the spring and in the fall, the B level course 
(Genusvetenskap B) was offered in the fall, 
and the C level course (Genusvetenskap C) 
in the spring. We are part of the Program in 
Cultural Entrepreneurship, coordinated by the 
Department of Art History, and the Liberal 
Arts Program, coordinated by the Depart-
ment of Literature.

Education at the Masters level
In June 2015, three students defended their 
MA theses in Gender Studies. These three 
theses all received the highest grade, which 
confirms the high quality of student work at 
the Centre. In the fall, two new students were 
admitted into the MA program in Gender 
Studies. 

  Six MA courses were offered during 2015. 
The courses are attractive to students across 
disciplines and programs, and the number of

applications has gone up compared to previ-
ous years; courses now typically have 10-14 
students. The courses offered this year were 
Feminist Cultural Studies, Identitet, praktik, 
politik, HumAnimal Encounters (spring); Gen-
dered Bodies, Genusteori, Masculinities (fall). 

Education at the PhD level
The Centre submitted an application for the 
right to grant the doctoral degree in Gender 
Studies to the Faculty of Arts in November 
2015. The work to establish a PhD program 
will continue in 2016.

Jenny Björklund,  
Director of Undergraduate Studies 

 
Helena Wahlström Henriksson,  

Director of Graduate Studies

Entrance at Centre for Gender Research.
Photo: Lotta Saetre.
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COURSES AND STUDENT NUMBERS

During 2015 the Centre was allocated a number of 57 full-time equivalent students. 
The following courses, with a specification of the total number of students per 
course, were given at the Centre during spring and autumn:

Basic level
Genusvetenskap A  = 43
(Spring)

Genusvetenskap A   = 49  
(Fall)  
  
Genusvetenskap  B   = 19 
(Fall) 
   
Genusvetenskap C   = 7   
(Spring) 

Advanced level
Gendered bodies   = 8  

Genusteori   = 11
   
Masculinities  = 10 

Feminist Cultural Studies  = 11

Identitet, praktik, politik  = 15

Humanimal Encounters = 5



The book series has had another suc-
cessful year with two new Springer 
publications to add to the series. 

Illdisciplined Gender: Nature/Culture and  
Transgressive Encounters (eds. Jacob Bull and 
Margaretha Fahlgren) brings together a range 
of scholars from the humanities, natural, 
physical, life, and social sciences by so doing it 
reflects on the challenges, risks and oppor-
tunities of doing trans- and interdisciplinary 
work. The chapters of Bodies, Boundaries and 
Vulnerabilities (ed. Lisa Folkmarson Käll) dem-
onstrate how individual human bodies are 
formed in relation to each other as they are 
regulated and distinguished from one another 
by larger collective bodies of nature, culture, 
science, nation and state, as well as by other 
human or non-human animal bodies. With 
three volumes in the later stages of comple-
tion, 2016 looks to be another significant year.

Normkritisk pedagogik 
- Makt, lärande och 
strategier för förän-
dring continues to be 
a huge success both 
in terms on numbers 
sold and outreach 
as it is a key text on 
many reading lists. 
We hope to build 
on this success with 

a second edition planned for 2017. We have 
received more submissions from international 
scholars this year than in previous years and 
look forward to more submissions in 2016. 

                Jacob Bull, series editor

CROSSROADS OF KNOWLEDGE BOOKSERIES
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GENDER AND SCIENCE RESEARCH GROUP

The Gender and Science Research group 
has continued its activities in different 
ways.

    The group has deepened already estab-
lished international and national collabora-
tions, worked with articles for international 
journals and presented research findings at 
conferences. Our commuting guest profes-
sor Kate Scantlebury visited the Center for 
Gender Research several times and especially 
worked on texts on Agential Realism by 
Karen Barad.

Research projects
Vetenskapsrådet, 7 678 000 SEK 
In the borderland between academic disciplines 
and school science – Science faculty as teacher 
educators. Principal Investigator: Kristina  
Andersson. Co researchers: Martha 
Blomqvist, Anna Danielsson, Maja Elmgren 
Susanne Engström, Annica Gullberg, Cathrine 
Hasse, Anita Hussénius, and Kate Scantlebury.

Vetenskapsrådet, 6 419 000 SEK
Staging the successful student: Men, masculini-
ties and self-worth protecting strategies in higher 
education. Principal Investigator: Anne-Sofie 
Nyström. Co-researchers: Minna Salminen-
Karlsson, Carolyn Jackson, Dept. of Educa-
tional Research/Lancaster University, UK. 

PhD students
Three PhD students are a part of the group: 
Marie Ståhl, Anders Johansson, and Johanna 
Larsson. Marie Ståhl belongs to the National 
Doctoral Programme School: The language of 
schooling in mathematical and science prac-
tices. In her research she studies norms and 

values in the national chemistry tests for 
the ninth grade.

Research visits
The Gender and Science Research group 
collaborated with research visitors that dur-
ing their time at the Center participated in 
regular meetings with other gender education 
researchers. The collaboration with Profes-
sor Kate Scantlebury at the University of 
Delaware was further developed.

    The group has also kept in contact with 
Catrine Hasse, Professor at University of 
Aarhus, and this cooperation resulted in a 
new research project (Andersson et al. 2014) 
where Hasse has an important role. We also 
kept contact with Myra Hird, Professor and 
Queen's National Scholar in the School of 
Environmental Studies, Queen’s University, 
Canada. She is a member of the advisory 
group for the new VR-funded project (In the 
borderland between academic disciplines and 
school science – Science faculty as teacher edu-
cators). Professor Carolyn Jackson, Lancaster 
University, UK, visited us to work with one of 
the research project that is funded by VR.

Participations in conferences 
Participants from the group presented their 
research at several conferences.  The National 
Association for Research in Science Teach-
ing (NARST) is a worldwide organization of 
professionals committed to the improvement 
of science teaching and learning through 
research.

    In NARST the Gender and Science  
Research group contributed with one paper  
presentation. 
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GENDER AND SCIENCE RESEARCH GROUP

    The journal Cultural Studies of Science 
Education (CSSE) examines science educa-
tion as a cultural, cross-age, cross-class, and 
cross-disciplinary phenomenon. It establishes 
bridges between science education and social 
studies of science, public understanding of sci-
ence, science and human values, and science 
and literacy. The journal provides an interac-
tive platform for researchers working in the 
multidisciplinary fields of cultural studies and 
science education.  Anita Hussénius and  
Annica Gullberg were invited to participate in 
a special forum for editors. 

    The journal CSSE encourages both empiri-
cal and non-empirical approaches that are 
implemented in formal and informal sites of 
educational production. In the conference 
of the European Science Education Research 
Association (ESERA) in Helsinki the journal 
CSSE invited Kristina Andersson and Annica 
Gullberg to present the paper What is sci-
ence in preschool and what do teachers have to 
know to empower children? addressing feminist 
theory and science education within an early 
childhood perspective.

    The American Educational Research As-
sociation (AERA), a national research society, 
strives to advance knowledge about educa-
tion, to encourage scholarly inquiry related 
to education, and to promote the use of 
research to improve education and serve the 
public good. In AERA we contributed with 
two paper presentations. 

    The aim of the European Conference on 
Educational Research (ECER) is to create 
an inclusive platform for initiating, report-
ing, discussing and promoting high quality 
educational research. In ECER in Budapest 
Anita Hussénius, Kate Scantlebury and Anna 
Danielsson participated.

Annica Gullberg, group coordinator



HUMANIMAL RESEARCH GROUP

The HumAnimal group has had another 
good year. 

    Anna Samuelsson has concluded her 
RJ-funded project on taxidermy animals in 
museums and we have been joined by Camilla 
Flodin who is working on her VR-funded 
project Art and Nature in the Early German 
Romantics Schelling and Adorno. Pär Segerdahl, 
Ann-Sofie Lönngren and Jacob Bull continue 
their VR-funded project Becoming human: gen-
der theory and animals in a more-than-human 
world and the Formas-funded Changing Animal 
Bodies: Breeding Responses to Environmental, 
Economic and Social Pressures (in collaboration 
with SLU) got underway in May.

    We have continued our regular seminars 
throughout the year and have enjoyed visits 
from Manuella Rossini (University of Basel), 
Rebekah Fox (Kings College London), Petra 
Andersson (the University of Gothenburg). 
Anna Samuelsson organised a Posthumanities 
Workshop in September that was well at-
tended by people from across the University 
and gave opportunity to discuss our use and 
experiences of posthumanist theory from 
our different disciplinary settings. Ann-Sofie 
presented in the Centre’s lunch-time semi-
nars (genuslunch) and in November we saw 
a production of Michail Bulgakovs Heart of a 
Dog and met with actors to discuss the play 
and working with animals in the production. 
A celebratory word should also be reserved 
for Ann-Sofie Lönngren and Tor Holmberg 
who both had books published in 2015. Ann-
Sofie’s book Following the Animal: Power, Agency 
and Human-Animal Transformations in Modern 

Northern-European Literature is available from 
Cambridge Scholars Press and Tora’s Urban 
Animals. Crowding in Zoocities is available from 
Routledge. 
    

Jacob Bull, group coordinator 
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CULTURAL STUDIES RESEARCH GROUP

Within Cultural Studies the concept of 
culture is defined as meaning-making 
processes and practices. These processes 
and practices are usually to be found in 
texts, often mediated by various media. 
In this context texts do not need to be 
written sources; the concept of text also 
involves images, music, style - everything 
that carries meaning and can be inter-
preted, or “read”.
    
    Cultural Studies scholars are not only 
interested in texts in its broad sense, but 
equally in everyday practices, cultural phe-
nomena, and material culture. This does not 
mean that Cultural Studies is only preoc-
cupied with contemporary phenomena. On 
the contrary, understanding contemporary 
practices requires historical perspectives as 
well.

    Gender Studies focuses on how gen-
der is constructed in society and culture. 
Internationally, Feminist Cultural Studies has 
contributed immensely to the understanding 
of how gender is produced and reproduced 
in culture. For instance, Judith Butler, Donna 
Haraway, and bell hooks have, from different 
perspectives, asked crucial questions about 
power, identity and meaning-key concepts 
within the field of Cultural Studies.

Research projects and activities
Some of our ongoing research projects focus 
on men's friendships in contemporary Swe-
den, female masculinity in interwar Sweden, 
representations of family in twenty-first 
century Swedish literature, sexuality and
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Jenny Björklund, group coordinator

mobility in South African literature, women’s 
sports events, and representations of rape 
and black lesbian sexuality in contemporary 
South African culture. 

    The Cultural Studies group usually meets 
once a month to discuss work in progress or 
theoretical texts, with recent themes ranging 
from women and cars in the 1920s to moth-
ers and sons in Swedish literature and cultural 
representations of the party in twentieth 
century British literature.

    In June 2015 the group organized three 
sessions on the theme ”Feminist Cul-
tural Studies” at the ACSIS conference in 
Norrköping. Several members of the group 
participated with paper presentations. One 
of the sessions, ”Gender, Nation, Migration”,  
received special attention as it was highlighted 
as a so-called spotlight session in the confer-
ence program, but the other two sessions, 
”Gender and Close Relations” and ”Gender, 
Mediation, Consumption”, were also well 
attended.

    In the spring of 2015 the Masters course 
“Feminist Cultural Studies” was offered for 
the third time, taught by Karin S. Lindelöf and 
Helena Wahlström Henriksson.



MASCULINITIES RESEARCH GROUP 

29 Sep Hammarén, N och Johansson, T. 2014. Homosociality: In Between Power and Intimacy.
 
21 Oct Nicklas Neuman, Kostvetenskap. 
 
18 Nov Margaretha Fahlgren, Litteraturvetenskap. ”Makt och maskuliniteter i politiska
  självbiografier”

16 Dec Lisa Hagelin,  Arkeologi. ”Maskuliniteter i antikens Rom”
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The masculinities group at the Centre is more of a context than a group. The activities 
during 2015 have had a continued focus on an anthology (that will be printed in March 
2016) and seminars. The aim of the context has been to build an arena for discussions on 
masculinity research with a firm focus on contemporary theory development in rela-
tion to earlier research and classical articles and books in the field. During the fall four 
seminars were held: 

Boat made of branches in the Botanical Garden. 
Photo: Julia Benjaminson.

    The masculinity seminar has during the year invited researchers from other departments to 
present ongoing research and theory development. The group now also includes researchers 
from e.g. Sociology, Theology, Anthropology and Nutrition, Literature, Women’s and Children’s 
Health, and Philosophy who discuss masculinities in various texts and theory fields.
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The Technoscience research group  
assembles scholars, professionals, artists 
and reindeer herders, political decision 
makers, associations and activists in 
supradisciplinary collaborations. 

    We are members of UPPSAM, the associa-
tion/network for Sámi related research in 
Uppsala and founding members of the Swed-
ish Mineral Technology research network 
– SweMineTechNet.  We draw on epistemolo-
gies, methodologies and approaches from 
gender research, feminist technoscience, Sámi 
traditional knowledges, indigenous method-
ologies, indigenous standpoint theory and 
theories of and methods for decolonization. 

    The researchers analyze and challenge 
values, power relations and control in relation 
to technoscience, i.e. society, environment, 
waterscapes, landscapes and human and 
non-human bodies.  A particular focus is on 
Indigenous peoples/ Sámi, and Sámi peoples’ 
own specific contexts and memories.  

    The majority of the members of the 
research group are located outside the 
Centre for Gender Research. Members at the 
Centre during 2015 was Dr. May-Britt Öhman 
(History of science and technology/Feminist 
technoscience/Indigenous Studies) and  
Dr. Gunilla Larsson (Archeology).

    The research group has engaged in and 
organized several activities. Here you will find 
a selection of activities.

Symposium
Åvdåsvásstádus. Ansvar, avkolonialisering, 
helande: Ett symposium om rasbiologi, rasism, 
avbildade samer, samiska kvarlevor och vägar 
till upprättelse och självförtroende (about 
racial biology, racism, photos of Sámi people, 
Sámi human remains and paths towards repa-
ration and self confidence) Uppsala University, 
January 21-23. 

Workshop
Our Sacred Spaces - Mijá Basse Saje,  Jok-
kmokk - Jåhkåmåhkke  Sept. 25-27, with Sámi 
land Free University and Wirltu Yarlu  
Aboriginal Education, University of Adelaide.

Road trips, field studies
Laver, mining project, Pite River, Älvsbyn: M-B 
Öhman, E-L Thunqvist, I. Jansson together 
with members of Miljögruppen Pite älvdal. 

Hällberget, Överkalix – reindeer herding 
threatened by wind power exploitations: M-B 
Öhman, A. Silversparf, H. Andersson and P. 
Storlöpare.

June 22-27th G. Larsson, leader of excursions 
and guided tours to Sámi ancient monuments, 
Saltoluokta tourist station. 

Sept. 21 to 22th.  Archeological investiga-
tion on Forest Sámi territory in Hälsingland.  
Forsa, Färila and Hälsingtuna Parishes.

Sept. 23 to 25th.  Archeological investigation 
on Forest Sámi territory in Jokkmokk; Dal-
myran. Discussion and knowledge exchange 
seminar was held with reindeer herders. 
Consultations with other local inhabitants/
descendants. 

Oct. 19-20th. Archeological investigation on 
Forest Sámi territory, Tärnsjö, Uppland and 
Färila, Hälsingland.

THE TECHNOSCIENCE  RESEARCH GROUP



October. Two road trips with reporter Jörgen 
Heikki at Radio Sápmi, preparation for two 
scientific radio shows on radio regarding Sámi 
history in the middle Sweden; Gävle prison 
and Forsa Parish; and also visiting excavated 
Forest Sámi ancient monuments at Järvssjön, 
outside Söderhamn, Hälsingland.

Special events
M-B Öhman attended seminar organized 
by the Embassy of Canada, Stockholm, to 
celebrate the Arctic Council Chairmanship 
Transition, April 29.

M-B Öhman and G. Larsson met with and 
present research to the minister for  
democracy and culture, Alice Bah Kuhnke, 
September 9.

Sámi scholar, activist and parliamentarian 
delegation to Washington DC, June 4-9:
Participation at Native American and Indig-
enous Studies Association, NAISA, Annual 
Meeting in Washington DC, June 4-6th, 2015.

Meeting with US State Department’s Special 
Representative for the Arctic Admiral Robert 
J. Papp.

Reception at the Swedish Embassy in Wash-
ington DC invited by the Swedish ambassador 
to the US, Mr B. Lyrvall. G. Larsson Lecture 
on Sámi Archaeology at National Museum of 
Natural History, June 4th.

Meeting and exchange of information work-
shop with Baltimore American Indian Center.

Seminar oganization:
May 29th,  Uppsala. Urban female Ainu 
indigeneity: The search for my own identity 
as a case study within the processes of global 
Indigenous mobilization. Kanako Uzawa, Ainu 
woman and PhD candidate,  Univ. of Tromsö, 

Oct 2, Uppsala.  STORY:WORK. To find your 
way home.  A site of empowerment and con-
nection to our Indigenous past and present. 
Dr. Frances Wyld, Martu woman, Wirltu Yarlu 
Aboriginal Education, Univ. of Adelaide.

Visiting scholar 
Fall quarter Dr. Öhman spent as a visiting 
scholar at UCLA, Department of Gender 
Studies, invited by Prof. Sandra Harding and 
Associate Prof. Sharon Traweek. Öhman 
also took part in activities organized by the 
American Indian Studies Centre, AISC.

Exhibition
”Gállok: Om gruvan kommer. En fråga om 
framtiden i Lule älvdal” Technoscience re-
search group/KTH, the Centre for Health and 
Buildings (Thunqvist); the network “Gruvfritt 
Jokkmokk”, the association “Urbergsgruppen 
Jokkmokk” first exhibited in 2014 was during 
2015 shown in Stockholm, Jokkmokk and 
Gällivare. 

THE TECHNOSCIENCE  RESEARCH GROUP
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At the Center for Gender Research, interdisciplinary and innovative research is 
conducted within the research group EduS (Education and Science). Its main focus is 
projects that aim to explore and develop different educational spaces, teacher and 
student identities, learning and teaching strategies, not least in higher education and 
science education.

    Furthermore, the projects examine questions about how knowledge, language, educational 
practices, as well as self-worth are, in various ways, related to gender and dominance  
relations in educational institutions.

Ongoing project and activities
Currently two major research projects funded by the Research Council, three doctoral  
projects, and a pedagogical project are being conducted within the group;

• In the borderland between academic disciplines and school science - Science faculty as teacher 
educators 

• Staging the successful student in higher education: A comparative study of men, masculinities, 
and self-worth-protecting strategies in competitive contexts 

• Normer och värden i en skolkemidiskurs  

• Who can become a physicist? Discourse, culture and identity in physics education 

• Discourse and culture in physics teacher education 

• Cultural heritage as a pedagogical tool in higher education at Uppsala University
 
To learn more about the ongoing projects see the Centre's website.

EDUCATION AND SCIENCE RESEARCH GROUP
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Photo: Marcus Marcetic.



SWEDISH NETWORK FOR FAMILY AND KINSHIP STUDIES
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The second meeting of the Swedish 
Network for Family and Kinship Studies, 
initiated in Uppsala in 2014, was held at 
Södertörn University on October 22-23 
this year. 

    The two-day meeting was co-arranged 
by Helena W Henriksson and Ulrika Dahl. 
20 network members from seven universi-
ties and various disciplines participated. We 
started out with a roundtable discussion of 
central working concepts, such as family, kin-
ship, and reproduction, but also, for example, 
kinship grammars, exclusive parenthood, dis-
playing parenthood, föräldrande/föräldraska-
pande, familial legitimacy, multigenerational 
family, postfeminist fatherhood, responsibility/
responsibilization, next-of-kin, queer kinship, 
fertility norms, “parentification” of children, 
and family planning. This discussion was very 
interesting and helpful in opening shared – as 
well as not-shared – questions and making 
visible different perspectives, at times  
dependent on discipline, at times on critical 
perspective. 

    Throughout the rest of the meeting, nine 
scholars presented their planned/ongoing/re-
cently finished research projects: Judith Lindh 
(Linköping), Maja Bodin (Uppsala), Daniéla 
Cutas (Umeå), Berit Åström (Umeå), Jenny 
Björklund (Uppsala), Liz Kella (Södertörn), 
Anna-Lena Almqvist (Mälardalen), Maria  
Eriksson (Mälardalen), and Urika Dahl 
(Södertörn). 

    An application for network funding  
submitted to Forte was successful; we have 
been granted 600 000 SEK for 2016-2018, 
which will allow for setting up a webpage 
“proper” as well as facilitate arrangement of 
yearly meetings, including invited guest  
speakers and so on. The funding is placed at 
the Centre for Gender Research. A con-
ference is planned for 2018. The steering 
committee/styrgrupp consists of Helena W 
Henriksson (Uppsala), Daniéla Cutas (Umeå), 
Ulla Björnberg (Göteborg), Roger Klinth 
(Linköping), and Zlatana Knecevic (Mälard-
alen). The Network meeting for 2016 will be 
held at Linköping University, October 20-21. 
All who define their research as family and/
or kinship studies are welcome to join the 
network, and should contact Helena W.  
Henriksson. The Network currently has  
approximately 70 members. 

Website: 
 https://swedishfamilyresearch.wordpress.com

Helena Wahlström Henriksson,
network coordinator 



MIND & NATURE WORKSHOP POSTHUMANISM 

On the 25th of September the workshop 
Posthumanism: Challenges for the 
Humanities, was performed at the 
Centre for Gender Research. 

    The aim was to discuss what Posthuman-
ism is, how we understand and use it, what 
consequences it may have for different disci-
plines, research topics, and for the Humanities 
in general. It was arranged within the frames 
of the Mind and Nature node at Uppsala Uni-
versity in collaboration with the HumAnimal 
Group, and organised by Anna Samuelsson, 
researcher, and Mari Granath Lagercrantz, 
PhD-candidate from the department of Art 
History.

    29 participants from different disciplines, 
predominantly from Uppsala and Stockholm, 
took part in the discussions, which was 
introduced by the key note speaker Manuela 
Rossini, Co-Director of the Critical Posthu-
manism Network, President of the European 
Society for Literature, Science and the Arts, 
and former guest researcher at the Centre. 
She spoke under the heading Imagineering 
bodies that matter: The interdisciplinary potential 
of critical/cultural posthumanism.

    The participants were prepared by read-
ing selected parts of Cary Wolfe’s What is 
Posthumanism?, Karen Barad’s Posthuman-
ist Performativity and short texts by Donna 
Haraway, Michel Serres and Stefan Herbre-
chter. Participants were also encouraged to 
add relevant titles to the list of references. 
The group discussions were guided by three 
questions: The concept posthumanism and dif-
ferent perspectives/approaches within the
    

field; Disciplinarity and the (post)Humanities? 
Uses and consequences, and what questions 
can be told through the lenses of posthu-
manism, a) in relation to current debates/
discourses/paradigms in society and culture, 
and b) in relation to your specific research 
project(s)?
    
    The workshop was followed by a post-
seminar with a book launch, where two 
monographs written by members of the  
HumAnimal Group were launched: Tora 
Holmberg’s Urban Animals. Crowding into 
Zoocities, and Ann-Sofie Lönngren’s Following 
the Animal. Power, Agency and Human-Animal 
Transformations in Modern, Northern European 
Literature.

    The workshop was successful in that it 
attracted many participants and led to new 
discussions, encounters, conversations and 
connections. We plan to arrange a "part two" 
because there is great interest in the topic.
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Anna Samuelsson,  
workshop organizer



STUDENT ASSOCIATION GENUSFÖRENINGEN 
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Genusföreningen at Uppsala University 
was founded in 2012.  
 
    The association has four committees: the 
Drama Committee, the Lecture Committee, 
the Culture Committee and the Editorial 
Committee. 
 
    At the moment Genusföreningen consists 
of 618 members. During the year, we have 
arranged a variety of events such as book 
clubs, social gatherings for our members and 
a lecture series on racism, white privilege and 
feminism. We began the spring semester by 
arranging a Feminist Festival which was open 
for everyone. The event included lectures, 
workshops and a panel discussion. 

    The Editorial Committee published the 
second issue of our magazine Verkligheter, 
(Realities), in the spring of 2015. 
 
    Anyone can become a member of 
Genusföreningen, visit our website or see 
our Facebook page for more information. 

    
Genusföreningen

 
Facebook page: Genusföreningen Uppsala Uppsala
Website: www.genusforeningenuppsala.wordpress.com  
E-mail: genusforeningen.uu@gmail.com



Every second Wednesday there is an internal seminar at the Centre for Gender Research. 
The seminar is an arena for researchers and PhD-students to present on-going research, articles,  
application drafts, ideas or other texts where colleagues’ critical eyes are of use. Since the Centre 
is a Crossroads of knowledge, so are the internal seminars. It is an appreciated and useful opportu-
nity to develop texts and the seminars are usually fully booked. 

Chair: Anneli Häyrén
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Spring 2015  

28 Jan Ann-Sofie Lönngren 
Research proposal in human/animal-studies

11 Feb Annica Gullberg 
Feministisk genetik

25 Feb Cecilia Rodéhn & Hedvig Mårdh 
Doctors and Nurses. Queering Science Education 
in Museums

11 Mar Marie Ståhl 
Engaged students kick back

25 Mar Nadine Lake
‘Corrective Rape’: An analysis of South African 
newspaper articles

8 Apr Klara Goedecke 
”Jag tycker så mycket om honom och han 
betyder så mycket för mig” Intimitetens 
komplexitet i mäns vänskapsrelationer

15 Apr Stina Powell 
Avhandlingen

20 May Helena Wahlström Henriksson 
Idéseminarium

3 Jun Özge Altin 
Gendered spaces in Istanbul

INTERNAL SEMINARS

Autumn 2015

23 Sep Anneli Häyrén, Emma Ravald and 
Susanne Ekholm
Träffa rätt – jämställ narkotikaspan 

4 Nov Marie Ståhl  
Artikel ur avhandlingen

18 Nov Jenny Björklund
Moms on the run in Twenty-First Century Swedish 
Literature
  
2 Dec Jenny Ingemarsdotter
Female Masculinity in Interwar Sweden: Play, 
Agency, Desire

16 Dec Karin S Lindelöf
Gemenskap, systerskap och Girl Power.  Tjejlopp 
ur deltagarnas perspektiv.



THURSDAY SEMINARS
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Jan 22 Katarina Pirak Sikku  
Vi var generade över att vara lappar. Det var fult.

Feb 5 Agneta Stark 
Genusforskning, jämställdhet och feminism. En 
reflexion. 

Mar 5 Cecilia Strandroth 
En jägare med nya vapen: maskulinitetsproduk-
tion i svensk wildlifefotografi ca 1900 – 2000. 

Mar 19 Elin Engström 
Heroes, hierarchies, and the man who wasn’t 
there – Contemporary constructions of past mas-
culinities in the Eketorp research project.

Apr 16 Erika Alm 
An orientation towards consensus: Situating the 
somatechnics of intersex.

During 2015, the Centre has continued its well established series of   Thursday 
Seminars, with interesting guests from different disciplines and various organizations. 
The following seminars were held during spring and autumn:

Spring 2015:

Apr 23 Jeanette Sundhall 
Critical adulthood studies. Age, power and nor-
malization. 

May 7 ÖFA-kollektivet 
ÖFA: 10 år av kollektiv - gruppen och konsten 

May 28 Mattias Lundin  
Homo- and bisexual teachers’ different ap-
proaches

May 22 David Redmalm 
An Animal Without an Animal Within: The Powers 
of Pet Keeping.



Sep 17 Michelle Göransson 
Köttätande som norm.

Oct 1  Erika Lundell  
Förkroppsligad fiktion och fiktionaliserade krop-
par - levande rollspel i Östersjöregionen. 

Oct 15 Elenora Fors Szuba 
The Unstraight Musem om HBTQ, representation 
och makt. 

Nov 12 Yasmin Roofi 
University: Electoral Reforms and Female 
Political Participation; An Analysis of Gender 
Quota Policy in Pakistan.
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THURSDAY SEMINARS

Autumn 2015:

Nov 26 Lisa Hellman 
Sex, Lies and Boredom – the everyday life of 
Swedish men in 18th-century China. 

Dec 3 Birgitta Leppänen 
Intersektionalitet, mer än bara kön. Ett antikhis-
toriskt perspektiv.
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GENDER LUNCHES SPRING

The Centre also arranges popular scientific lunch lectures together with Folkuniversite-
tet and Reginateatern. The series of lectures are called Gender Lunch and are held four 
times per semester at Reginateatern. While a researcher from the Centre holds a scien-
tific lecture the listeners have their lunch and ''fika'', which is included with the ticket. The 
cooperation started in 2013 and will continue in 2016.

Jan 29 Tanja Joelsson, doctor in gender 
research and researcher at the Centre for 
Gender Research, Uppsala University. Kör så 
det ryker! Män, maskulinitet och makt i trafiken.

Feb 19 Ann-Sofie Lönngren, associate 
professor in litterature and researcher at the 
Centre for Gender Research, Uppsala Univer-
sity. Män är djur? Om djur/människarelationen 
och genusforskning.

Mar 12 Annica Gullberg, doctor in genetics 
and researcher at the Centre for Gender 
Research, Uppsala University. Låta barnen vara 
som de är – om naturvetenskap och genus i 
förskolan.

Apr 9 Jenny Ingemarsdotter, doctor in 
History of Science and Ideas and researcher 
at the Centre for Gender Research, Uppsala 
University. Maskulin, modern eller bara ett 
movie-fan? Om kvinnlig crossdressing och genus-
debatt i 1920-talets Sverige.

11.45 - 13.00 REGINATEATERNGENUSLUNCH PÅ 

Torsdag den 29 januari

Kör så det ryker! 
Män, maskulinitet och makt i trafi ken

Föreläsare: Tanja Joelsson, FD i genusvetenskap 
vid Centrum för genusvetenskap, Uppsala universitet.

Torsdag den 19 februari

Män är djur? Om djur/människa-
relationen och genusforskning
Föreläsare: Ann-Sofi e Lönngren, docent i litteraturvetenskap
vid Centrum för genusvetenskap, Uppsala universitet.

Torsdag den 12 mars

Låta barnen vara som de är – 
om naturvetenskap och genus i förskolan

Föreläsare: Annica Gullberg, FD i genetik 
vid Centrum för genusvetenskap, Uppsala universitet.

Torsdag den 9 april

Maskulin, modern eller bara ett 
movie-fan? Om kvinnlig crossdressing och 
genusdebatt i 1920-talets Sverige
Föreläsare: Jenny Ingemarsdotter, FD i idé- och lärdomshistoria 
vid Centrum för genusvetenskap, Uppsala universitet.

Biljetter till genuslunchen kostar 100 kr (+10 kr serviceavgift), 80 kr för student/ungdom 
och inkluderar föreläsning, soppa, bröd, kaffe/te och kaka. 

Biljetterna kan köpas via www.reginateatern.se eller i dörren på Reginateatern (Trädgårdsgatan 6, Uppsala).  

våren 2015
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GENDER LUNCHES AUTUMN

Sep 24 Lisa Hagelin, doctor in latin and 
guest researcher at the Centre for Gender 
Research, Uppsala University. Mannen är av 
naturen modigare än kvinnan. Maskuliniteter och
femininiteter i antikens Rom.

Okt 15 Nadine Lake, PhD student and 
guest researcher at the Centre for Gender 
Research Uppsala University. How to be a real 
African woman: ‘Corrective rapes’, black lesbians 
and the struggle to belong in South Africa today.

Nov 19 Anne-Sofie Nyström, doctor in 
sociologi and researcher at the Centre for 
Gender Research, Uppsala University. Varning 
för antipluggkultur! Om genus, begåvning och 
lärandekulturer. 

Dec 10 Minna Salminen-Karlsson associ-
ate professor in socologi and researcher at 
the Centre for Gender Research, Uppsala 
University. Tjänar kvinnor nästan lika mycket 
som män? Fallgropar i statens lönestatistik. 

11.45 - 13.00GENUSLUNCH PÅ REGINATEATERN

Torsdag den 24e september 

Mannen är av naturen modigare 
än kvinnan. Maskuliniteter och 

femininiteter i antikens Rom
Föreläsare: Lisa Hagelin, FD i latin och gästforskare 
vid Centrum för genusvetenskap, Uppsala universitet.

Torsdag den 15e oktober

How to be a real African woman:  
‘Corrective rapes’, black lesbians and the 
struggle to belong in South Africa today
Föreläsare: Nadine Lake, doktorand i genusvetenskap och gästforskare 
vid Centrum för genusvetenskap, Uppsala universitet. 

Torsdag den 19e november 

Varning för antipluggkultur! 
Om genus, begåvning och lärandekulturer

Föreläsare: Anne-Sofi e Nyström, FD i sociologi och forskare 
vid Centrum för genusvetenskap, Uppsala universitet.

Torsdag den 10e december

Tjänar kvinnor nästan lika 
mycket som män? 
Fallgropar i statens lönestatistik 
Föreläsare: Minna Salminen Karlsson, docent i sociologi och forskare 
vid Centrum för genusvetenskap, Uppsala universitet.

Biljetter till genuslunchen kostar 100 kr (+20 kr serviceavgift) eller 80 kr för student/ungdom 
och inkluderar föreläsning, soppa, bröd, kaffe/te och kaka. 

Biljetter kan köpas på www.reginateatern.se eller i dörren (Trädgårdsgatan 6, Uppsala).

hösten 2015
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VISITING RESEARCHERS AND INVITED GUESTS

Jieying Cui, PhD student, Renmin University 
of China.

Nadine Lake, PhD student, University of the 
Free State, South Africa.

Gabriele Griffin, Professor, Centre for 
Women's Studies, University of York, UK.

Sara Svensson, PhD student Uppsala  
University, Sweden. 
 
Kate Scantlebury, Professor, Deptment of 
Chemistry and Biochemistry, University of 
Delaware, USA.

An important part of our dynamic research environment are the many visiting 
researchers who stay for shorter or longer periods of time. These guests are often 
invited by a certain research group at the Centre to build up networks, exchange 
knowledge, write applications or organise conferences and workshops. Many of the 
international researchers return several times to continue their collaborations within 
the groups and thus contributing to a creative and inspiring research environment. 
During 2015 we have had the privilege to welcome the following guests:

Elisa Virgili, PhD student, Insubria University, 
Italy. 

Olga Kuskova, research assistant, Ural  
Federal University, Ekaterinburg, Russia. 

Kaisa Ilmonen, postdoctoral researcher,  
University of Turku, Finland.

Özge Altin, research assistant, Istanbul Sehir 
University, Turkey.

Yasmin Roofi, assistant professor, Islamia 
University of Bahawalpur, Pakistan. 

Chitra Sinha, associate professor, Royal 
University for Women, Bahrain. 
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PhD STUDENT NADINE LAKE

Nadine Lake. Private photo.

Nadine Lake is a PhD student in Gender Studies. Her 
background is in Africa and Gender Studies and her 
PhD project focuses on violence against black lesbian 
women in post-apartheid South Africa. 

               The high percentage of gender-based violence incidents in 
South Africa since its entrance into a democratic dispen-
sation has become a reason for great concern. Increased 
visibility of sexual minorities with a particular emphasis 
on black lesbians has resulted in a violent backlash. Black 
lesbians have become defined as a vulnerable minority in 
post-apartheid South Africa and they are also the target of 
corrective rapes and murders. ‘Corrective rape’ has become 

  the commonly used term to describe the rape of lesbian 
women in order to ‘correct’ or ‘cure’ their sexuality. South African newspapers have 
reported on corrective rape since 2003 and focussed largely on the violence against black 
lesbians who have little recourse to justice. News articles highlight community attitudes 
that support the notion that lesbian relationships are both unAfrican and unnatural. 

    South Africa adopted a more liberal and progressive Constitution in 1996 which clearly 
stipulates that nobody may be discriminated against because of their sexuality. Although 
the media have focussed largely on the prohibitive status of black lesbian life, it is clear that 
black lesbians in South African townships are assuming more space and actively defining 
their sexuality. Butch black lesbians also challenge the belief that only men are entitled to 
women’s bodies. 

    The study investigates the politics of representation and culture in the lives of black South 
African lesbians. It debunks the stereotype of powerless, unliveable and ungrievable lesbians 
by focusing on positive representations of black lesbian life. These affirming representations 
are explored in South African literature and photography. 



PhD STUDENT MAJA BODIN
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Maja Bodin is a PhD student in reproductive health research. Her background is 
in nursing, midwifery and global health. In her PhD project she is exploring the 
manifestations of gender roles within preconception health and care. 
 

    The thesis is based on the notion that reproductive health 
mainly revolves around women, despite the need of both 
healthy egg and sperm to conceive a child. In the Swedish 
society, where gender equality and involved fatherhood has 
become a norm, men are still rarely involved in preconcep-
tion (before pregnancy) health issues. There are no national 
guidelines for preconception care for men in Sweden today 
and no health services available offering regular controls or 
contraceptive counseling for men. According to research, 
men’s knowledge about fertility is poor, many men rely on 
women to take care of contraceptive issues and men are less 
prone to test for sexually transmitted infections. In contrast 
to women’s, men’s sexuality and fertility is assumed to work 

fine on its own. Maja’s research is focusing on how gender norms are manifested during 
the pregnancy-planning phase and the transition to parenthood. Her data have been col-
lected through a multicenter survey on pregnancy planning, lifestyle, health and parent-
hood. She is also performing an experimental study with preconception counseling for 
men and evaluating its effectiveness. The thesis will also include individual and focus group 
interviews with young men about their reproductive intentions and fertility awareness.

Maja Bodin. Photo: Julia Benjaminson. 



REASEARCHER PROFILE PÄR SEGERDAHL

My disciplinary background is in philoso-
phy, but I experience that philosophical 
problems arise all around us. They can 
arise in any academic discipline, in any 
practice, and in anyone’s life.  
 
    In line with this experience, my research 
became a philosophical dialogue with other 
disciplines. In a series of research projects I col-
laborated not only with philosophers, but also 
with linguists, primatologists, animal welfare 
scientists, bioethicists, and gender researchers. 
I wrote my dissertation in philosophy, Language 
Use (Macmillan 1996), sitting at the department 
of linguistics – because I found philosophical 
problems to work with in linguistics: about 
the idea that language is rule-governed. I later 
collaborated with ape language researchers 
and wrote with them, Kanzi’s Primal Language 
(Palgrave, 2005) – because I found philosophi-
cal problems in ape language research: about 
neglected differences between becoming a 
speaker for the first time and learning a second 
language when you already speak.

    The collaboration with ape language 
researchers inspired a research project at 
the Centre for Research Ethics and Bioethics, 
on welfare in animal husbandry. That pro-
ject involved collaboration with the Swedish 
University of Agricultural Sciences. Once again 
I found philosophical problems in settings out-
side of philosophy: this time about the concept 
of natural behaviour, as used in the Swedish 
Animal Welfare Act and in the organic move-
ment. I spent the years 2007-2009 as guest 
researcher at the Centre for Gender Research, 
when the Humanimal Group was formed, and 
edited, with the group, Undisciplined Animals 
(Cambridge Scholars, 2011). The problem this 
time concerned the possibility of discerning 
negotiations of gender across species in ape 
language research.
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    I returned to 
the Centre for 
Gender Research 
in 2013 to do 
research in the 
project, Becoming 
‘human’: gender 
theory and animals 
in a more-than-hu-
man world. – Once 
again there were 
fresh philosophical 
problems to work with: 
about the rhetorical function of certain made 
contrasts, such as human/animal, man/woman, 
adult/child, ancient Greece/modern civilization; 
and about the concept of normativity.
   
    This philosophical nomadism may seem 
aimless, but through it a general tendency be-
came discernible. It is the recurrent desire for 
intellectual normative control, through theory 
etc., when we don’t find our way through 
complex and engaging topics. An example is the 
theorizing of language as governed by syntactic, 
semantic, and pragmatic rules, which concerned 
me in my dissertation. I don’t question such 
norms as part of the scholarly practices of 
linguistics, but I do question the interpretation 
of them as “insight into the normative constitu-
tion of language.” Within such a metaphysical 
interpretation, the norms aren’t acknowledged 
as human practices: as linguists’ practices. They 
are interpreted as pure norms that precede life 
and unnoticeably shape it: shape our use of lan-
guage. It is this recurrent tendency to postulate 
“a prior operation of norms” that I’m trying 
to characterize now in my work at the Centre, 
and to find ways of resisting when it gives 
rise to metaphysical interpretations: in gender 
theory, in philosophy, and elsewhere. 

Pär Segerdahl. Private photo.
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REASEARCHER PROFILE JENNY INGEMARSDOTTER

In the VR-funded project Female Masculin-
ity in Interwar Sweden: Play, Agency, Desire, 
I study how the notion of the “masculin-
ized” modern woman arose in the 1920s 
as a popular theme as well as a source 
of cultural anxiety, whether in regard 
to contemporary fashion-trends, films, 
sports, cross-dressing or associations 
with lesbianism.
 
 Exploring when and how female masculinity 
was read as harmless play, as female agency 
or as a sign of non-normative desire, is an es-
sential task of the project. Through an analysis 
of debates and visual representations in a 
Swedish context, utilizing different materials 
(magazines, literature and film) and methods 
(archival research, textual criticism and visual 
analysis), the project makes a contribution to 
queer studies as well as critical history. It will 
shed important light on patterns (still at play) 
in cultural responses to transgressive gender 
expressions.

    I received my PhD in History of Science 
and Ideas from Uppsala University in 2011. 
While my PhD thesis examined the politics 
and philosophies of education in the 16th 
century, I am currently focusing on the cul-
tural processes of knowledge production in 
relation to gender and sexuality in the early 
20th century. In the spring of 2014 I began 
a three-year postdoctoral fellowship, shared 
between the Centre for Gender Research, 
Uppsala University, and the Centre for the 
Study of Sexuality and Culture at the Univer-
sity of Manchester, UK. Both of these centres 
provide excellent academic settings for the

purpose of my project, exploring how cultural 
representations and performances of female 
masculinities in the interwar period shaped, 
disturbed or in other ways affected ongoing 
negotiations of gender and sexuality. 

    At the Centre for Gender Research I am 
a member of the Cultural Studies Group 
and the Masculinities Group. As part of my 
postdoctoral project I have also during 2015 
worked on an article that outlines and theo-
rizes a thematic of queer automobility, taking 
a closer look at the car as a site of desire in 
modern culture, and, more specifically, how 
queer female drivers have been configured in 
literature.

Jenny Ingemarsdotter. Private photo. 
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GENDER RELAY AT THE CENTRE

On March 24th the Centre arranged a gender relay. Almost all of the researchers at the 
Centre participated. In the morning everyone gathered in the lunch room where the 
presentations were to be held.

    Each researcher had 10 minutes to shortly present their current research. When the time was 
up a buzzard went off and there was time for two or three short questions. After an eventful day 
with a lot of interesting presentations we enjoyed a nice dinner together. This day brought all of 
the employees together and it was a great way to learn more about your colleagues work. It was 
also a good way to practice short presentations technique. 

All of the sitting required a few breaks.  Walks and a streching extercises in the hallway helped us stay focused. 



OPEN HOUSE MARCH 26TH  
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On March 26th the Centre for Gender Research held an open house for all interested. 
Over 30 visitors came to see our new location, learned more about the Centre and the 
current ongoing research. 

    No oral presentations were held but the researchers had made posters with information and 
pictures of their research. This was a great way to learn more about everyone’s ongoing projects, 
an easy way to show the visitors the width of our research and also a great way to decorate the 
corridors.

    Since the posters gave such a positive response the Centre also decided to publish them all in 
a smaller booklet. The booklet is available both on our website and as printed copies. If you would 
like to have a printed copy contact: julia.benjaminson@gender.uu.se.

Visitors and the Centre's open house. 
Photos: Julia Benjaminson
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SUMMER PARTY IN THE BOTANICAL GARDEN

The Botanical Garden houses Swedish Collegium for Advanced Study, The Nordic Africa 
Institute, Centre for Gender Research, and Linnaean Gardens of Uppsala. Twice a year 
representatives from each organization meet to discuss joint matters.

    One of the goals for 2015 was to organize a mutual activity in order to get to know our 
neighbours. The planning started in the beginning of 2015 and a big summer party was held in 
June. The party started with a welcome drink and grouping. Thereafter several acquaintance  
activities took place: quiz promenade (tipspromenad), boule, and archery. The activities ended 
with a tug of war between each of the organizations. Later everyone gathered in Linneaum for 
dinner and a prize ceremony. It was a successful afternoon/night with lots of laughter and  
everyone left with several new friends.  

Group picture. Photo: Julia Benjaminson.

Archery instructions. Photo: Julia Benjaminson. Boul tournement. Photo: Julia Benjaminson.
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KICK OFF RÄVSTEN 

After the summer vacation the Centre's 
employees started the new semester 
with a kick-off at Rävsten. A small cabin 
village (stugby) located in the archipela-
go North-East of Uppsala. The 24-hour 
event gathered almost all of the em-
ployees. This year’s main assignment was 
to create a PechaKucha presentation 
on any given subject. After a welcome 
lunch we were divided into groups of 
four and each group was to plan their 
time accordingly. Some decided to plan 
their presentation while taking a swim, 
a walk or just by sitting in the sun. The 
PechaKuchas were all presented the 
next morning which led to a morning 
filled with laughter. In the evening we 
all cooked dinner together, swam in the 
lake, enjoyed the sauna and sang songs. 

What is PechaKucha?
A PechaKucha is a simple presentation format where 
you show 20 images in a row. Each image is shown 
for 20 seconds and you give a presentation while the 
images automatically change after 20 seconds. You 
have to learn to speak along to the images. 

Group picture. Photo: Julia Benjaminson.

Dinner outside. Photo: Julia Benjaminson.



EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES GROUP  

The equal opportunities group (JLG) handles questions regarding gender equity and 
equal opportunities at the Centre. 

    The group consists of staff and student representatives and assists the director in writing the 
yearly plan for how to work with equity issues at the Centre for Gender Research. During the 
spring JLG arranged an equality lunch for all of the Centre's employees. Everyone was to read 
the article The uses of anger by Audre Lordes beforehand and while having lunch several ques-
tions were discussed. 

    In 2016 the Centre will be releasing a new website with a new layout and updated informa-
tion. During the fall the web editor asked JLG to review the website to make sure that it meets 
all requirements when it comes to gender equality. The website will be launched in the spring 
of 2016 and JLG will be looking over the web one more time before it goes published. 
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Discussion at the equality lunch. Photo: Julia Benjaminson.

Discussion at the equality lunch. Photo: Julia Benjaminson.



NEW PROJECT ANNELI HÄYRÉN 

The project Träffa Rätt - Jämställ narkotikspan. Normkritisk missbrukarprofilering via appar 
och spel (Right hit - a gender equal search for drugs.  A norm critical profiling of drug 
addicts through apps and games) is a cooperation between the Centre for Gender 
Research, Uppsala University and the Police in the Stockholm area. 

    The police has discovered that even though girls and young women use and sell drugs to 
almost as high extent as boys and young men they do not get caught by the police in as early 
stages as boys and young men, if they get caught at all. The implications of this is that girls and 
young women get further into drug use and criminality before being offered help from society. 
The project's overall aim is therefore to address the gendered eye of the agents in the police. 
The objective is to further the Police´s systematic analysis in order to challenge current gender 
norms and identify potential groups of drug addicts/sellers. The narrow or instrumental aim is 
to develop an electronic device, eg an app, that challenges the prevailing norms, in particular 
gender, in the Police. The project has a starting point in the police drug preventive work that 
lead to a Vinnova financed prestudy on the possibilities of developing the electronic device. 
During the prestudy the norms in the systematic analysis in use has been challenged and 
critically processed in cooperation with the agents. The result of the prestudy is both a solid 
foundation for continued work and a prototype. The project is financed by Vinnova to a total 
amount of 3 990 000 SEK prestudy included and will continue for three years to be reported 
in the end of 2018. The results are thought to be used on a wider basis after the innovation is 
tested and developed. Anneli Häyrén is the researcher in the project. The reference group is 
chaired by prof Keith Pringle and has a wide composition/mixture. From the research context 
members are Susanne Andersson, police - and masculinity researcher in the education field, Bo 
Wennström, police researcher and professor in law and prof Fred Nyberg, researcher in ad-
diction and drugs. The reference group also includes agents from the police, IT- specialists and 
women who has a history of drug addiction.
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TABLES OF ECONOMY

Financial turnover 2015

Balance 
brought forward Revenues Costs

Operating 
income

Closing 
balance

Education

University 
Financed 
Research

External 
Financed 
Research

Commis-
sioned 
Research

TOTAL

124 410 3 445 687 -3 300 507 145 180 269 591

1 274 977 8 777 293 -8 647 689 129 604 1 404 582

575 642 11 641 745 -11 344 554 297 191 872 833

787 878 790 961 -828 998 -38 037 749 841

2 762 907 24 655 686 -24 121 748 533 938 3 296 847

CROSSROADS  -  ANNUAL REPORT TWO THOUSAND FIFTEEN 37



TABLES OF ECONOMY

CROSSROADS  -  ANNUAL REPORT TWO THOUSAND FIFTEEN  38

Project Period

Total 
granted 
amount

Project
Leader

Brain Desires 

Kvinnlig maskulinitet 
i mellankrigstidens 
Sverige

Älvar, Motstånd, 
Resiliens

Jenny 
Ingemars-
dotter

May-Britt
Öhman

1 141 000

3 312 000

2 998 151

Vinnova
Jämställdhet på 
BESTA sätt 

Minna
Salminen
Karlsson

2013-
2015 1 960 000

VR

Becoming Human. 
Gender theory and 
animals in a more-
than-human world

Jacob
Bull

2012-
2017

6 000 000

Funding
Agency

Karin S 
Lindelöf

RJ
Tjejlopp som 
kulturellt fenomen: 
villkor för kvinnors 
motionsidrottande 

2014-
2016

4 614 000

VR

VR

 Formas

Isabella 
Dussage

2012-             
2015

2013-           
2016

2012-    
2015

Formas
2015-
2017

Jacob Bull 

VR

Lärarutbildares 
naturvetenskap un-
der lupp - en studie 
av gränslandet mel-
lan ämnesdiscipliner 
och skolämnen

Kristina  
Andersson

2015-
2018 

7 678 000 

5 154 000

Förändrade djurkrop-
par: avelstrategier som 
svar på miljömässiga, 
ekonomiska och sociala 
förändringar
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Anne-Sofie 
Nyström

2015-
2018 

TOTAL 23 220 349 

VR

Att framträda som 
framgångsrik student: 
En komparativ studie 
om män, masku-
liniteter och självvärd-
esskyddande strategier 
i konkurrensorien-
terande miljöer

6 419 000

Vinnova

Träffa rätt - 
jämställdnarkotikaspan. 
Normkritisk 
missbrukarprofilering 
via appar och spel

Anneli 
Häyrén

2016- 
2018 1 595 610

VR
De tidiga tyska 
romantikerna, Schelling 
och Adorno

Camilla 
Flodin

2016- 
2017

1 420 000

VR

Konferensbidrag May-Britt
Öhman

2016- 
2017

422 739VR

Det svenska 
jordbrukets framtid: 
agral omvandling och 
hushållsstrategier

Camilla 
Eriksson

2016- 
2018

531 000
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