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INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY OF THE CENTRE
The Centre for Gender Research has
existed for more than 30 years as an independent research unit within Uppsala
University. The Annual Report of 2017
takes its point of departure in the history
of the Centre.
The background of the establishment of
the Centre can be traced back to the 1960s
when the women’s movement all over the
world started to react and protest against patriarchal structures benefitting men but not
women, to be found both within the community as a whole as well as within the University.

Founded in 1982
In the beginning the Centre was run by female
researchers, graduate and undergraduate stu
dents, all working on an unpaid basis. Soon the
members started to talk about the possibility to formalise and establish the Centre as a
more permanent unit at the University. On
July 1st 1982 the Centre was incorporated as
an independent research unit with its own offices located in Uppsala Castle. During these
first years, the Centre had funding for two
research appointments, one belonging to the
literary scholar Birgitta Holm and the other
the psychologist Mona Eliasson, who was also
director of the Centre between 1980-1990.

Changes in academia
By the end of the 1970s, these feminist
actions finally had an impact in the academic
world where financial resources were provided to improve the situation of female
researchers and to enable women’s research as well as research about women.
Along came also a feminist criticism of the
conventional objectivist tradition, with alternative or complementary views on the theoretical and methodological development within
science. Overall, women in science wanted to
change the academic system in regard to both
structure and content. That is why, in 1978, a
group of female researchers at Uppsala University, based on models from Lund and various women’s movements in the United States,
founded the association “Centre for Female
Researchers and Women’s Research”. The aim
of this Centre was to gather together female
researchers in all disciplines in order to change
and improve the conditions of women at the
University, as well as to support and initiate
women’s research and research about women.

Uppsala Castle. Photo: David Naylor.

Already at the start, the Centre’s work was
based on the same trademarks as today, namely research, education, and communication.
For example, the Centre had an information
officer working with outreach activities, such
as the information booklet “SOFIA” which was
published three times a year.
Also, the tradition of inviting researchers and
guest lecturers from abroad, and thus maintaining an international and inspiring academic
environment, was established from the very
beginning.
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INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY OF THE CENTRE
From 1990 until 2003 the Centre had five different directors; Eva Heggestad, Denise Malmberg,
Gullög Nordquist, Valerie DeMarinis, and, for a second time, Mona Eliasson.
Re-established in 2003
In 2003, twenty years after its initial establishment, the Centre was re-established with a new
name, the Centre for Gender Research, a new location at the English Park Campus, and new
directives commissioned by the Vice-Chancellor.
According to these new directives, the Centre was to be committed to carry out research and
teaching within the field of gender studies and both teaching and research should include social as well as biological perspectives on gender. The Centre should also cooperate with all of
the University’s research area committees,
faculty committees and concerned institutions.
Margaretha Fahlgren was director of the
Centre 2003-2011. During this period of
time the Centre grew from a very small
unit of around six researchers to an international research environment and a
Centre of Gender Excellence, with around
30 researchers and staff members. In 2011
Anita Hussénius took over as Director.
In 2013 the Centre was relocated again,
this time to the Botanical Gardens.
Anita Hussénius, Director

Entrance of the Centre. Photo: Julia Benjaminson.
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ABOUT THE CENTRE CROSSROADS OF KNOWLEDGE
The Centre for Gender Research is a
dynamic and productive research environment characterised by transgressive
encounters between cultural, social and
biological understandings of sex and gender.
Through bridging organisational and scientific divides, the Centre offers rich resources
for the different faculties and departments at
Uppsala University and a broad interdisciplinary platform. We coordinate several different
networks and continuously initiate and host
international workshops and symposia.
The Centre has a strong international profile
and collaborations have resulted in a series
of different projects and events. Within the
Centre researchers are organised in research
groups with different themes, where it is possible to be involved in more than one group and
where there is interaction and collaboration
between groups, for instance in symposia and
publications.

Researchers at the Centre for Gender Research have their background in various disciplines within the humanities, social sciences,
medicine and natural sciences. Together we
represent a great variety of competences and
areas of specialisation.We also provide a broad
educational base with courses at all levels,
some in English and some in Swedish.
Reports from former evaluations show that,
amongst other things, the Centre has successfully built a new research field in a traditionally
discipline-oriented university, that the profile
is very strong on gender and science, that the
research is original as well as of high academic
standard, and that some themes have potential
to become top-quality. Also, the education in
gender studies is characterised as being of a
very high quality and there is a great demand
for courses at both undergraduate and graduate levels.

The Centre in the Botanical Gardens. Photo: Jieying Cui.
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ABOUT THE CENTRE CROSSROADS OF KNOWLEDGE
During the year all units at the University were evaluated within the frame of Quality and Renewal 2017, as decided by the University Board. In the report from the panel evaluating the Centre
they write the following:
“The Centre for Gender Research presents itself as a very vibrant and supportive research
milieu with a dynamic, vital, and inclusive academic culture. Inter-disciplinarity seems to be
more than a buzzword here. …Although only established in 2003, the Centre is already
an exceptional hub in Sweden for scholars and students from a wide range of disciplinary
backgrounds. Its profile at the interface of medicine, natural science, humanities, and social
sciences is rather unique in Sweden. The panel was impressed by the supportive atmosphere that creates “out of the box” thinking and groundbreaking new research. This was
authentically presented to the panel by the management and senior staff and confirmed by
the PhD students and non-tenured faculty/postdocs and researchers.
/…/
The Centre has a strong common identity and dynamic academic culture. …The establishment of very specific and distinct, yet cross-disciplinary research groups with their own seminar series seems to be successful. The Centre’s intellectual culture is informal in the best
sense, including open-door policies and flat hierarchies. Leadership is extremely supportive
and transparent. The director and senior researchers are highly praised by PhD students
and junior researchers. PhD students benefit from the informal, yet transparent, collegial
and inclusive structure and the possibility to get feedback and comments from different
academic perspectives and across all ranks.”
The Centre for Gender Research also came out top in several categories in the Uppsala University Research Environment Survey and received the highest score overall of all departments and
centres at the University.
We have had several visiting international scholars during the year and we receive requests from
many more than we are able to host at the Centre. Some of the visiting scholars stay for a longer
period of time whilst others come for shorter visits. During 2017 the Centre has had visits lasting
for a month or more by Thorgerdur Einarsdottir (University of Iceland, Iceland), Maialen Suárez
Errekalde (Deusto University, Spain), Julian Honkasalo (University of Helsinki, Finland), Naoko
Inami (Research Fellow of Japan Society for the Promontion of Science, Japan), Nadine Lake (University of the Free Stat, South Africa), Daphne Ntiri (Wayne State University, USA), Chitra Sinha
(Royal University for Women, Bahrain) and Kate Scantlebury (University of Delaware, USA).
Many of our international scholars have made major contributions to the Centre’s research
environment with their expertise.
Over the year a lot of activities have taken place at the Centre; those that are repeated on
a regular basis, like courses and seminars, and those that are arranged for a specific purpose
like conferences and workshops. Representatives from the Centre, individual scholars as well
as groups of researchers, have also taken part in different kinds of outreach activities. Gender

CROSSROADS - ANNUAL REPORT TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN 5

ABOUT THE CENTRE CROSSROADS OF KNOWLEDGE
Lunches, a regular ongoing activity, were initiated in 2013. The lunches have previously been held
at Reginateatern but since the autumn of 2016 they take place at the Uppsala City Theatre. The
Gender Lunches are a collaboration between the Centre, Folkuniversitetet and Uppsala City
Theatre. Researchers from the Centre give popular scientific presentations of their ongoing
research while the audience has lunch and “fika”. The lunches attract interest from the general
public and are regularly fully booked. The attention these events have received by the public has
also resulted in writings in the local newspaper.
Another successful outreach activity was introduced on International Women’s Day, 8 March
2017: the Feminist City Walk. This is a guided tour that makes visible current and historical feminists and feminist activities in the city of Uppsala. Acting as guides are staff from the Centre. The
first arranged walk attracted more than 140 participants and the following three tours, during
the spring semester, continued to attract around 80-100 participants each. During the autumn a
number of guided tours were offered, some of them open to the public and others ordered by
organisations/companies. A couple of the tours were also given in English.
Anita Hussénius, Director

The Centre’s board 2017:
In 2017 the board of the Centre for Gender
Research consisted of:
Agneta Stark, Professor Em, Chair
Anna Williams, Professor
Dimitrios Iordanoglou, Senior Lecturer
Agneta Skoog Svanberg, Senior Lecturer
Elisabeth Larsson, Associate Professor
Anders Johansson (January-June) and
Elina Nilsson (from July), PhD student
representatives
Madeleine Eriksson, student representative
Karin Lindelöf, SACO
Ellena Papaioannou, SEKO
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DIRECTOR ANITA HUSSÉNIUS
Anita Hussénius has been the Director of
the Centre since July 2011. A continuing
goal is to increase awareness of the importance of taking into account aspects
of gender, power, ethnicity, diversity, etc.
in education, research and other activities
within, as well as outside the University.
We conduct research with great breadth and
depth and our theoretical knowledge, perspectives and approaches can be
of use to other disciplines.
One prioritised issue is to
develop our relatively newly
obtained postgraduate education in gender studies.
Furthermore it is important
to continue the bordercrossing work with interdisciplinary collaborations.

Today the Education and Science (EduS) research group works with issues connected to
education and/or natural sciences.
Between 2011 and 2014 Anita was the principal investigator (PI) for the VR funded project
”Challenging science teacher education: gender awareness in constructing knowledge of
science and science teaching.” In 2015 a new
four-year project funded by VR began: ”In the
borderland between academic disciplines and school science – Science faculty as teacher educators”.
For this project Kristina Andersson is the principal investigator and
Anita is serving as co-PI. During
2017 a number of journal articles
and book chapters have been submitted and a few more will be finished in the beginning of next year.

Since 2014 Anita is member of the
Our researchers come from Anita Hussénius. Photo: Julia Benjaminson. Editorial Board for the research
journal Culture Studies of Science
many disciplines and the
Education.
interdisciplinary work emerging from the
meetings at the Centre is in many senses
unique, both within and outside the field of Up until January 2010 Anita combined her regender research. Once a year we usually count search at the Centre with the position as Head
the number of different disciplinary back- of Department of Mathematics, Natural and
Computer Sciences at the University of Gävgrounds among our researchers and most
recently it reached 21, which is quite impres- le. She had been appointed this position seven
years earlier. Before that she was the Head
sive.
of the Department of Chemistry at Uppsala
University for five years, 1998-2002. Anita has
Organic chemist
Anita Hussénius is a senior lecturer in organic maintained good contacts with the Faculty of
chemistry and conducts research in science Science and Technology at Uppsala University
education with gender and feminist perspecti- and she is, for example, giving lectures applying
ves. She has been working at the Centre since gender perspectives on science and technolo2008 when she was one of several researchers gy on different engineering programmes both
who started up a research group within the in Uppsala and on Campus Gotland.
GenNa programme focusing on education.
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DIRECTOR ANITA HUSSÉNIUS
Uppsala University Equal Opportunity Award
The Equal Opportunities Council at Uppsala University annually assigns an award to a person or
group who has made outstanding efforts to promote equal opportunities within the university.
On the Equal Opportunity Day, 19 September 2017, the Center’s director Anita Hussénius received this award with the following statement:
Anita Hussénius practices successful and equal leadership and
places the staff ’s interests, well-being and security in the first
place. She works in a non-hierarchical and inclusive manner;
all employees are treated as equally worth whatever job title, descent, sexual orientation, gender identity, functionality or
merit. Ideas and suggestions from staff are received in an encouraging, pedagogical and constructive way, creating an open
and inclusive atmosphere in the workplace.
The award consisted of a grant of 25,000 SEK, which should
be used for purposes of epromoting qual opportunities
within the university’s activities. The money was used for a
performance of the play ”Skandal” by Besatta Teatern on 14
Photo: Julia Benjaminsson
December 2017. The play tells a story about the reality of
female scientists over the years: facing obstacles and resistance, exclusion – even humiliation.The
play was performed with a lot of humour, musicality and interactivity. A follow-up seminar will
take place during the spring semester 2018.
Anita Hussénius, Director
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EDUCATION AND COURSES
The interest in gender studies
is high, and a large number of
students apply to our courses,
on both undergraduate and
master’s levels. Course evaluations show that the students
appreciate the education they
achieve at the Centre for
Gender Research.
In addition to our regular gender
studies courses in Uppsala we
have also continued our collaboration with the Department
of Game Design at Campus
Gotland. We offered a joint
course in spring 2017, and we
have been invited to give lectures
and seminars in the game design
programmes.

Photo: Mikael Wallerstedt

During 2017 the Centre participated in Uppsala University’s pilot project on education evaluations. This entailed making a quality-driven evaluation of our education on the undergraduate
and master’s levels, consisting of a self-evaluation report and a panel of external assessors
who read the report and visited the Centre to talk to teachers. The results were good and the
evaluation has laid the foundation for planned pedagogical developments during the next five
years.
Education at undergraduate level
During 2017 four full-time courses were offered at undergraduate level: the A level course
(Genusvetenskap A) was offered in Uppsala both in the spring and in the autumn, and in the
autumn on Campus Gotland, the B level course (Genusvetenskap B) was offered in the autumn,
and the C level course (Genusvetenskap C) in the spring. We also offered students at Campus
Gotland the possibility to take the four courses included in the A level course separately. We
are part of the Programme in Cultural Entrepreneurship, coordinated by the Department of
Art History, and the Liberal Arts Program, coordinated by the Department of Literature.
Jenny Björklund,
Director of Undergraduate Studies
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EDUCATION AND COURSES
Education at master’s level
In June 2017, three students defended their
MA theses in gender studies with flying
colours, as they say: Anna Bark Persson,
Tinna Boman and Madeleine Eriksson. In the
autumn, four new students were admitted to
the MA programme in gender studies, three
of whom pursue the two-year MA, and one,
the one-year Magister degree.

from Women’s and children’s health). We also
hosted a guest PhD student, Maialen Suarez
Errekalde, from Deusto University, Bilbao,
Spain. The Centre continued the work to find
funding possibilities/collaboration around future PhD students, both within a SIDA-funded
project of gender studies with Mozambique
and South Africa, and in collaboration with
game design at Campus Gotland.

Six MA courses were offered during 2017.
The courses are attractive to students across
disciplines and programmes, and the number
of applications is quite high; courses now typically have 10-14 students, and there is often a
“waiting list” of people who wish be admitted.
The courses offered this year were Feminist
Cultural Studies, Identitet, praktik, politik,
HumAnimal Encounters (spring), Gendered
Bodies, Genusteori, and Masculinities (fall).

PhD candidates presented their work at the
regular internal research seminars at the Centre, as well as at national and international
conferences. A couple PhD courses were offered at the Centre, and collaboration around
PhD education was initiated with Stockholm
University and Södertörn University. A
decision was taken to cease partnership in
the network Intergender. Plans for the second
U4 Gender Studies Summer School, to be
held in Uppsala in 2018, took shape. Professor
Gabriele Griffin continued the work with the
“PhD forum” at the Centre, with seminars
and activities related to research method
and career development. In 2018 the work
to secure resources will continue, as will the
work to build the PhD programme and the
PhD millieu in gender studies.

Education at PhD level
In 2016, The Centre was granted the right to
award a doctoral degree in gender studies by
the Faculty of Arts and Uppsala University,
and we admitted the first students on to our
PhD programme. This year, another three
PhD students were admitted to the programme: Catarina Wahlgren, employed at and
financed by University of Gävle, Elina Nilsson,
and Katerina Günther, whose position is
made possible through a collaboration with
the Domain for Science and Technology.

Helena Wahlström Henriksson,
Director of Graduate Studies

In all, the situation for 2017 has been that
there have been five gender studies PhD
students here, as well as three “shared” PhD
students, that is, PhD students enrolled in
other disciplines but (partly) placed at the
Centre (Johanna Larsson and Anders Johansson from Physics didactics, and Maja Bodin
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COURSES AND STUDENT NUMBERS
This year the Centre was allocated a number of 73 full-time equivalent students
(HST). The following courses, with a specification of the total number of students per
course, were given at Uppsala and Campus Gotland during 2017.
Basic level
Genusvetenskap A (Spring, Campus Uppsala).........................................41
Genusvetenskap A (Fall, Campus Uppsala)..............................................41
Genusvetenskap A (Fall, Campus Gotland)..............................................17
		
Genusvetenskap B (Spring, Campus Gotland).......................................Cancelled
Genusvetenskap B (Fall, Campus Uppsala)..............................................12
			
Genusvetenskap C (Spring).........................................................................14
Nedanstående 7.5hp-kurser samläser med respektive delkurs inom A-kursen på Gotland (höst):
Genusvetenskapens grunder.......................................................................3
Genus, arbete, familj och politik.................................................................6
Genus, sexualiteter och kroppar................................................................8
Genus och kulturella representationer.....................................................7
Advanced level
Feminist Cultural Studies.............................................................................9
Identitet, praktik, politik...............................................................................12
Humanimal Encounters.................................................................................9
Gendered bodies...........................................................................................13
Genusteori......................................................................................................11
			
Masculinities.....................................................................................................9
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CROSSROADS OF KNOWLEDGE BOOKSERIES
The book series has continued to do well during 2017. We have received several expressions of interest and submissions of book proposals and hope that they develop in
2018. Normkritisk pedagogik, continues to be a best seller and we are planning for a new
e-book version in 2018.
We are very pleased to announce the publication of the latest book in the series: Gender in
Transnational Information Work, editied by Helena Petterson (Gothenburg University).While there
have been numerous studies on the global IT industry, mainly by organisational theorists, with a
background in business studies, finance, communication or sociology; gender has seldom been
taken into account in these studies. As such, this edited book on gender issues in transnational
business cooperation concerning knowledge work is ground-breaking.
Jacob Bull
Bookseries editor

Normkritisk pedagogik. Makt, lärande och strategier för förändring, by J.
Bromseth & F. Darj (eds.), is available to purchase as an e-book here:
https://www.bokus.com/bok/9789176555002/normkritisk-pedagogik/

Gender in Transnational Knowledge Work, by H. Petersen (ed.), is available
to purchase here:
https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783319433066#
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HUMANIMAL RESEARCH GROUP
The Humaniman research group has
continued to develop its critical but supportive working environment as people
work on their various individual and
collaborative research projects.

Andrea Petitt and Camilla Eriksson presented
their work at Uppsala University’s Husdjursseminariet and Ann-Sofie Lönngren organised
a session for the Uppsala University Queer
Seminar series on transgender/animal studies.

This has mainly been provided through the
fortnightly seminars. In these seminars we
take it in turns to present work for comment
or provide a text for discussion. These sessions have included film screenings and theatre trips. They continue to be spaces where
we can share ideas, discuss readings and work
through concepts at the intersection between
animal studies and gender studies.

Reflecting the diversity of the research group,
members have continued to publish in a range
of high ranking disciplinary and interdisciplinary journals including the Journal of Rural
Studies, Organisation, the International Yearbook
for Aesthetics, the British Journal for the History
of Philosophy and Fronesis. In addition, the
collaborative project Animals and Place: Lively
Cartographies of Human-Animal Relations (Bull,
Holmberg and Åsberg) was published with
Routledge. This book project involved several
members of the group as well as contributions from scholars in the UK, USA, New Zealand and Germany as well as other Universities in Sweden. The collection is published in
the Multispecies Encounters series.

Group members are continuing to contribute
to national and international debates, with
presentations at conferences in the UK, Poland, USA, Sweden, Canada and Greece. The
symposium in April, Power and the Chthulucene.
Humanimal discussions at the intersection of gender, sexuality, ability and race included presentations by scholars from USA, UK, Hungary,
South Africa, and The Netherlands, as well as
presentations from members of the group.

The conversations were lively and crossdisciplinary and are to be continued in a
special edition of humanimalia due out in
2018.

As a group, we have also disseminated our
work through various popular science channels. Andrea Petitt and Camilla Eriksson have
published in two trade magazines about their
exciting research into Swedish mountain cattle. David Redmalm is involved in the Riksbankens Jubileumfond project: “Sociologi för scen:
Närhet och intimitet i världens ensammaste
land” (Sociology for the Stage: Closeness and
Intimacy in the World’s Loneliest Nation). The
project was awarded 450 000 SEK, PI: Maria
Törnqvist. It will involve a play that premieres on 15 March 2018. In a similar project,
Ann-Sofie presented in a panel discussion
of the play Önskestjärnan, and Jacob Bull was
invited to comment on artist Erik Sjögren’s
work The Political Beekeepers Library.
The group looks forward to a similarly
productive year next year and is working
towards a symposium in May 2018.
Jacob Bull
Group Coordinator
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FAMILY AND KINSHIP RESEARCH GROUP
We live in an age of (seemingly) increasing family re-formation. A changing socio-political, technological, legal and cultural landscape has resulted in many shifts in family
and kinship practices, but also in a growing interest in family and kinship studies as an
interdisciplinary field of research.
Few questions raise more heated debate than those pertaining to family and kinship, and indeed, few areas demonstrate more clearly the interconnectedness of the private and the public.
In Europe and beyond, recent years have witnessed a growing emphasis on “family values”, with
ongoing debates about marriage, migration, procreative practices, not to mention parental leave
and gendered divisions of (care) labour. In a time marked both by neoliberalism and the rise of
nationalism in Europe and the US, an increasing (legal) recognition of same-sex coupledom and
inclusion of non-heterosexual parenthood in family law has run parallel with re-affirmations of
the nuclear family form.
There is also growing anxiety around the (welfare) state’s (future) ability to care for its citizens,
from birth to death, which refocuses the family’s caretaking and wealth extending function.
While having children is understood as a fundamental, universal and natural desire among
humans, not all family forms and procreation practices are accepted or seen as normal. In our
time, who is a mother, a father, and what does parenting or grand-parenting mean? What does
it mean to be somebody’s child? To be orphaned? How and why are lines drawn between kin
and non-kin?
The Family and kinship group was established in 2016, after an initial meeting in 2015. It offers
a forum for networking and critique across disciplines and areas of interest. Participants in the
group’s activities come from a range of disciplines, from literature, philosophy and anthropology
to law, political science, public health, and reproductive health. Areas of interest include, for
example, Assistive Reproductive Technologies (ARTs), parenthood, queer families, abortion, and
practical and conceptual borders between kin and non-kin.
Typically, the group meets for three seminars per semester. In 2017, there were presentations
by individual junior and senior scholars as well as workshop sessions around the future work
of the group, and funding applications. The work in the research group is linked to the national
Network for Family and Kinship Studies.
To find out more about the research group’s activities, please contact Helena Wahlström Henriksson, group coordinator.
Helena Wahlström Henriksson
Group coordinator
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EDUCATION AND SCIENCE RESEARCH GROUP
The Education and Science (EduS) research group assembles scholars from the humanities, and natural, social and educational sciences. The members’ research seek to
contribute with knowledge about gender, equality and identity, learning and teaching
strategies, in different educational contexts by, first and foremost, drawing on qualitative methods, e.g. individual and focus-group interviews, semiotic analysis, classroom
observations and shadowing.
In 2017, the research milieu was built up of two larger, comparative projects, and four PhD
projects, with science education and higher education as their main focuses. For example:
• In the borderland between academic disciplines and school science (research project financed
by VR) examines how science epistemology, content, and practice are reproduced and
transformed by biologists, physicists, and chemists;
• Staging the successful student (research project financed by VR) explores how men’s identities, educational strategies and emotions are informed by gender and class privilege in law,
medicine and engineering physics;
• Constructions of children and adults in preschool practice (PhD project) studies how intersections of gender/race/class/functionality informs photographic documentation;
• Shaping the biologist (PhD project) explores the interplay between student identities,
teaching cultures, and gender-normative practices in higher biology education.
For many of the EduS members, the past year has been characterised by fieldwork, analysis
and presentations of preliminary data, at international research conferences as well as at public
lectures and workshops. Moreover, two new PhD students were recruited at the Centre.
Research activities, some examples
Several members of the “In the borderland” project presented papers at the conference ESERA
(European Science Education Research Association) in Dublin, in August 2017.
Minna Salminen-Karlsson was appointed senior researcher in an EU project for mapping gender
equality in the school systems of all EU countries, commissioned by the European Institute of
Gender Equality (EIGE). The report “Gender-related challenges in European education systems”
(to be published in 2018) will feed into EIGE’s gender mainstreaming policies.
Preliminary results from the “Staging the successful student”-project were presented at four
international conferences, including the ESA (European Sociological Association) and GEA
(Gender & Education) conferences.
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EDUCATION AND SCIENCE RESEARCH GROUP
Kate Scantlebury continued her collaboration with the EduS group by working on several conference papers, book chapters and applications for funding, coming to Sweden at four different
occasions during the year.
Catherine Milne, professor of Science Education and chair at the Department of Teaching in
Learning at New York University, was invited to the Centre in November for discussing possible future research collaborations.

Anna Danielsson, Anita Hussénius, Staffan Andersson and Anders Johansson. Photo: Anne-Sofie Nyström

In memorial
During the year one of the EduS group members, Staffan Andersson, passed away. In his role as
a physics education researcher Staffan was an important link between the Faculty of Science
and Technology and the Centre for Gender Research. He contributed greatly to the EduS research group and is remembered as a highly creative and inspiring colleague.
Anne-Sofie Nyström
Group coordinator
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SWEDISH NETWORK FOR FAMILY AND KINSHIP STUDIES
The fourth meeting of the Swedish
Network for Family and Kinship Studies
was held at Göteborg University on 19
October 2017. The meeting was coarranged by the steering committee and
network members from the departments
of sociology and social work at GU.
Approximately 20 network members
from various universities and disciplines
participated.
We were given an introduction to the family
research at Göteborg University, above all in
social studies, by Ulla Björnberg and Margaretha Bäck-Wiklund. This was followed by research presentations by individual scholars, and
discussion around joint research interests and
emerging issues in family and kinship studies.
Sofia Björk (GU) spoke about her recently
completed PhD project on care for children
and care for elderly relatives, and a new article on how masculinity and “pride in gender
equality” plays out in these situations; Disa
Bergnéhr presented a study on Iraqi migrant
mothers in Sweden and ideas about mothering and reciprocal care between children and
parents; Charlotte Melander och Oksana Shmulyar presented a study on civil society support for Polish, Romanian and Latvian migrants
to Sweden – precarity and parent-child separation, and Jenny Ask gave a presentation on
civil society’s and Swedish families’ responses
to the “migrant wave” in 2015 – “transnational
politics of empathy.” The focus on migration,
nationality, and family lives was quite strong
across these presentations.

network’s homepage. Conference organisation
will be a major commitment for the network
and above all for the steering group in the year
to come.
New members joined the steering group at
the annual meeting, as several of the original members have had to step down due to
overcommitment. The steering group now
consists of Jenny Ask (Stockholm University),
Disa Bergnéhr (Jönköping University), Ulla
Björnberg (Göteborg University), Ulrika Dahl
(Uppsala University), Helena Wahlström Henriksson (Uppsala University), and Berit Åström
(Umeå University).
The Swedish Network for Family and Kinship
Studies was initiated in Uppsala in 2014 and
received FORTE network funding (in 2015) for
2016-2018.The funding is placed at the Centre
for Gender Research. An international, multiand interdisciplinary conference is planned for
24–26 October 2018.
All who define their research as family and/
or kinship studies are welcome to join the
network, and should contact Helena Wahlström Henriksson. The Network currently has
approximately 70 members.
Helena Wahlström Henriksson
Network coordinator

Discussion during the meeting also concerned
the final conference to be held in 2018. A first
call for papers was distributed in November,
with updated information available on the
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STUDENT ASSOCIATION GENUSFÖRENINGEN
Genusföreningen at Uppsala University was founded in 2012. The association has
four committees: the Drama Committee, the Culture Committee and the Editorial
Committee.
During 2017 we arranged a variety of events such as social gatherings for our members, lectures in collaboration with other organisations and weekly meetings with the Drama Committee.
Also the Editorial Committee released their 4th issue of our magazine Verkligheter.
We began the spring semester 2017 by arranging a Feminist club at one of the university houses, which was open for everyone. The event included lectures, workshops and panel discussions. Later on in the spring the Editorial Committee published the fourth issue of Verkligheter.
The theme for this issue was: Language.
Anyone can become a member of Genusföreningen, just visit our website or like our Facebook
page for more information.

Facebook page: Genusföreningen Uppsala
Website: www.genusforeningenuppsala.wordpress.com
E-mail: genusforeningen.uu@gmail.com
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THURSDAY SEMINARS
During 2017, the Centre has continued its well-established series of Thursday seminars with interesting guests from different disciplines and various organisations and
within several different research areas.
Spring 2017
26 Jan Rebecca Carbery
Online self-representation by non-binary trans*
and inter* people

16 Mar Wera Grahn
Representing the past of the South Sámi and
Norse in a borderland

16 Feb Srilekha Chakraborty
The everyday rituals and the construction of
femininities in tribes: Stories from the Santhali
Girls in Jharkhand, India

20 Apr Jenny Sundén
Kroppsanakronismer: Om korsetter och affektiv
politik i steampunkkulturer

23 Feb Brian Heaphy
Ordinary sexualities: Formalised same-sex
relationships and the cultural politics of gender
2 Mar Si Han
Secret love. HBTQ konst och Kina

27 Apr My Klockar Linder
Frivillig och ofrivillig barnlöshet
11 May Helena Pedersen
Desiring-machines: Animals as affective
investments in education
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THURSDAY SEMINARS
Autumn 2017
Sept 21 Tobias Linné & Iselin Gambert
Got mylk? A feminist exploration of milk from slavery to the “post-milk generation”
Oct 5 Jenny Sunden
Broken signals, lost connections: Queering telephonic femininity. A seminar about queer relationality and
telephonic brokenness from Sylvia Plath to Lady Gaga.
Oct 19 Anne Hammarström
Hur är kön, genus och hälsa sammanflätade? Reflektioner kring ett forskningsprogram
Nov 9 Anna Sjölander, Martina Wiksten & Maja Gullberg
Female ex-combatants in Colombia,White Trash i Svenskt tryck och fadersgestalter i pappalitteratur
Nov 23 Wera Grahn
Representing the past of the South Sámi and Norse in a borderland

The Thursday seminars are open for all, they are free of charge and no registration is necessary.
Please feel free to join our seminars, we are always happy to see new faces!
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GENDER LUNCHES SPRING 2017
One of our regular ongoing activities are the popular ‘‘gender lunches’’. While a researcher
from the Centre holds a lecture the audience has lunch and ‘’fika’’, which is included in the
ticket-price. Since 2013 this has been collaboration been between the Centre, Folkuniversitetet
and Reginateatern. However, since spring 2016 the gender lunches were moved to Uppsala City
Theatre and are now a collaboration between the Centre, Folkuniversitetet and Uppsala City
Theatre. There were thee gender lunches held during the spring term. There were no gender
lunches during the autumn semester 2017.

G

ENUSLUNCH PÅ

U

Våren 2017
Klockan 11.45 - 13.00

ppsala stadsteater
Tisdag den 21 mars

Varför ser vi inte likheterna
som vi arbetar för?
Genusarbetets moment 22 i förskola/skola

Föreläsare: Kristina Andersson, lektor i didaktik och forskare vid
Centrum för genusvetenskap, Uppsala universitet

Tisdag den 25 april

Ett nytt vårdbehov i det
multikulturella Sverige?
Berättelser om kirurgisk klitorisrekonstruktion
Föreläsare: Malin Jordal, forskare i genusvetenskap vid
Centrum för genusvetenskap, Uppsala universitet

Tisdag den 9 maj

Mamman och minnet

Män skriver om sina mödrar

Föreläsare: Helena Wahlström Henriksson professor i genusvetenskap vid
Centrum för genusvetenskap, Uppsala universitet

Ordinarie pris 90 kr/75 kr för studenter - inkluderar en enkel vegetarisk lunch, kaffe/te och kaka.
Biljetter kan köpas på www.uppsalastadsteater.se, på telefon: 018 -14 62 00 eller i biljettkassan
(Kungsgatan 53, Uppsala).

Mar 21 Kristina Andersson, lecturer and researcher at the Centre for Gender Research
Varför ser vi inte likheterna som vi arbetar för? Genusarbetets moment 22 i förskola/skola.
Apr 25 Malin Jordal, researcher at the Centre for Gender Research
Ett nytt vårdbehöv i det multikulturella Sverige? Berättelser om kirurgisk klitorisrekonstruktion.
May 9 Helena Wahlström Henriksson, Professor at the Centre for Gender Research
Mamman och minnet. Män skriver om sina mödrar.
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VISITING RESEARCHERS AND INVITED GUESTS
An important part of the Centre’s dynamic research environment are the many
visiting researchers who stay for shorter or longer periods of time. These guests are
often invited by a certain research group to build up networks, exchange knowledge,
write applications or organise conferences and workshops.
Guest researchers that have not been invited by a research group have usually heard positive
things about the Centre from a former visiting researcher or colleague. Our reputation of being a well-organised Centre with a good work environment has traveled far by word-of-mouth.
Many of the international researchers who have been at the Centre return several times to
continue their collaborations within the research groups and thus contributing to a creative
and inspiring research environment. In 2017 we have had the privilege of hosting the following
guests:
Nadine Lake, University of the Free State, South Africa.
Kate Scantlebury, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry, University of Delaware, USA.
Chitra Sinha, Royal University for Women, Bahrain.
Lidia Karpunina, International University of Business and New Technologies, Russia.
Naoko Inami, Japan Society for the Promotion of Science, Japan.
Daphne Ntiri, Wayne State University, USA.
Maialen Suárez Errekalde, Deusto University, Spain.
Thorgerdur Einarsdottir, University of Iceland, Iceland.
Julian Honkasalo, University of Helsinki, Finland.
Anna Pietrucha, University of Social Sciences and Humanities, Warsaw, Poland.
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PhD STUDENT ELINA NILSSON
I am a PhD student at the Centre for Gender
Research since April 2017. My background is in
gender studies and cultural anthropology. For
my PhD project I focus on commercial surrogacy and the experience of women acting as surrogates in the context of Thailand.
Commercial surrogacy is the process whereby a
woman gestates and gives birth to a child with the
pronounced purpose to relinquish the child to the
intended parent(s) for monetary compensation, an
emerging arrangement involving the movements of
people and gametes across international borders.
During 2010-2014 the unregulated surrogacy industry expanded in Thailand due to regulations in other
Photo: Julia Benjaminson. countries and the relatively cheaper arrangements
compared to the the US.Would-be parents from all over the world travelled to Thailand in order
to have a child through a Thai surrogate mother while women from northeastern Thailand travelled to Bangkok in order to provide their reproductive services in exchange for the equivalence
of four years worth of salary. Since 2015, surrogacy is banned in Thailand, but the women who
used to act as surrogates continue their lives after relinquishing the child while the surrogacy
market has moved underground.
The aim of this project is to gain increased knowledge and understanding of what acting as a
surrogate mother means and how it affects the life situations of these women. Elaborating on
my master’s thesis from 2015, for which I interviewed Thai surrogate mothers, I now wish to
explore the more long-term experiences of Thai women who have given birth to a child through
commercial surrogacy one to five years prior to interviews. How did the surrogacy experience
affect them financially, emotionally, socially? Do they have contact witht the child and the clients?
And how do they remember and reflect upon the surrogacy experience?
With this study I also wish to contribute to the emerging anthropological field of intimate labour
and commercial surrogacy, and highlight the interconnection between the global and the intimate
by exploring the lived experience of those whose work involve intimacy, embodiment and emotions in a transnational context.
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NORDWIT BEYOND THE GENDER PARADOX
In March 2017, the new Nordic Centre of Excellence, ‘Beyond the Gender Paradox’,
coordinated by Professor Gabriele Griffin, began its work. Funded with 20 million
NOK by Nordforsk for the period 2017-2022, it has three core partners: the Centre
for Gender Research, Uppsala University; Gender Studies at Tampere University, and
the Western Norway Research Institute. It also collaborates with some 24 external
partners ranging from Steelix to the Wittgenstein Archives in Bergen, Norway.
The Centre has four research pillars, all of which focus on its key objective: to investigate and
enhance women’s career opportunities and trajectories in technology-driven research and innovation cross-sectorally in public and private sectors, and in civil society. We explore women’s
careers in four key areas: in rural research + innovation; in urban research + innovation; in
e-health; and in digital humanities. We conduct mainly qualitative research in the form of expert
interviews, one-on-one interviews with women (and men) working in these fields, document
analysis, workplace observations, and action research.
In addition to conducting innovative research, we also run intensive PhD courses related to
the Centre’s work, conduct action research in companies, and publicise our findings through
conferences, journal articles, and workshops.
You can follow our work at http://www.gender.uu.se/nordwit.

The Nordwit Team, 2017, from left to right: Dr Carol Dralaga (WNRI); Prof
Oili-Helena Ylijoki (Tampere); Dr Hanna Ylöstalo (Tampere); Dr Hilde Corneliussen
(WNRI); Prof Päivi Korvajarvi (Tampere); Dr Minna Salminen-Karlsson (Uppsala).
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NEW PROJECT QTReproART
Doris Leibetseder received funding from the
European Commission’s Marie Sklodowska-Curie
Individual Fellowship Programme for her project on
queer and transgender reproduction with the use of
Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ARTs).
In August 2017 I started working on my European project
on queer and transgender reproduction with the use of
Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ARTs) with the title
“QTReproART. Towards an Inclusive Common European
Framework for Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ART):
Queer & Transgender Reproduction in the Age of ART”.This
Photo: Julia Benjaminsson
study has received funding from the European Commission
under the Marie Sklodowska-Curie Individual Fellowship Program (EU’s Horizon 2020, Grant
agreement 749218). It was drafted by myself, Dr Doris Leibetseder, s a principal investigator,
and it is co-directed by Professor Gabriele Griffin and Dr Ulrika Dahl at the Center for Gender
Research, Uppsala University, Sweden.
The most recent research on ARTs lies in the emerging understanding that a multiplicity of
relationships and family structures, as well as diverse genders and sexualities, are more and
more recognised and making use of ARTs. My focus is on the ways in which these technologies confront queer and transgender people with normative expectations concerning
their biological sex, gender, sexuality, kinship and their right to procreate. This study aims to
examine the experiences, practices and possible improvements of preserving fertility and
achieving reproduction of queer and transgender people in 6 EU-states (Austria, Estonia, Poland, Spain, Sweden, and the UK). This enables the comparison between more liberal countries
towards LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer) rights and others that are
restricting reproductive possibilities for queer and transgender people. A key aspect of this
study is to document the experiences of queer and transgender people using ARTs. The final outcome are guidelines for a queer and transgender inclusive European ART regulation.
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FEMINIST CITY WALKS UPPSALA
During 2017 the Centre organised a
number of feminist city walks, funded by
the Equal Opportunities Council. PhD
student Maja Bodin initiated the project
but a project group soon formed with
Maja Bodin, Annie Woube, Klara Goedecke, Karin S. Lindelöf and Julia Benjaminsson.

Two people from the project group attended
each city walk. One guided the group whilst
the other one walked at the back in order
to keep the group together and deal with
potential problems or questions coming up
during the walk.

The first few months were spent doing research and collect information about important
people and events. The group contacted various local networks for tips and read books
and articles in order to gain information. The
group then settled on a selection of people
and events to be included in the pilot project
and wrote a script for the first city walk.
In order to gain practical tips on how to
organise a city walk, the group contacted and
interviewed Sofia Hultin who has organised
lesbian city walks in Stockholm and other
places for a number of years. A workshop
with Cecilia Rodhén, who is an experienced
museum guide, was also arranged and she
coached the group to become more professional guides.
During spring 2017 there were four official
feminist city walks (8 March, 2 April, 10 May
and 7 June). The city walks attracted between
90-140 participants each time. A city walk in
English was further arranged on 20 September 2017 as this had been requested by many.
Sixty-five people participated in the English
version of the feminist city walk, primarily
exchange students and guest researchers.
The Centre also received several requests for
private walks, which were arranged based on
time and resources available.

Maja Bodin as guide at one of the feminist city walks.

The feminist city walks have been very
popular and well-liked.Vice-Chancellor Eva
Åkesson even came on one of the city walks
and gave the guided tour 5 out 5 stars. The
city tours have also received some positive
media attention in local newspapers.
www.gender.uu.se/feministiskstadsvandring
www.facebook.com/feministiskstadsvandringuppsala/

The illustrations used in marketing the feminist city walk
were made by Pernilla Svefors.
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SCIFEST 2017
The Centre for Gender Research participated in Uppsala University’s science festival,
SciFest, for the second year running, with Karin S. Lindelöf as coordinator. This time
the Centre had two ajoining stands. One of the stands was an open stand with Lego,
drawing paper and pens, magazines and various fancy-dress items.
Some of the staff and students from the Centre used these props to discuss gender norms and
more with the SciFest visitors (school children and young people during weekdays and families
with children on the Saturday). We also had a stand where we arranged three different workshops for school-aged children on the theme “Try being a gender researcher!” (Annie Woube,
Andrea Petitt and Malin Jordal did one workshop each) and we had dressed the walls of this
stand with posters of all the projects going on at the Centre, in order to showcase the wide
range of our research.
We also arranged an indoor version of the Feminist City Walk, with printed photographs and
texts displayed in various places throughout the venue. Maja Bodin did two guided tours but
visitors could also do the tour own their own with the help of a map.
In addition to all this, Anneli Häyrén also participated in Science Slam on the SciFest-stage.

Photos: Karin S. Lindelöf
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WORKSHOP ROOTS/ROUTES TO RECONSTRUCTION
Roots/Routes to Reconstruction: Understanding the Socio-Cultural Dimensions of Emerging
Health Care Needs in a Globalized Europe
In May 2017 Dr Malin Jordal and Prof Gabriele Griffin co-hosted a Riksbanken-funded workshop
on the theme of female genital reconstruction in a globalized world. The workshop derived
directly from original, empirical work Malin Jordal had done on clitoral reconstruction, a relatively new surgical technique in Sweden (introduced only in 2015), to reconstruct the clitoris
of women affected by female genital cutting (FGC). As part of contemporary mass migration,
Europe in general, and Sweden in particular, has seen a large influx of migrants from countries
practicing female genital cutting (FGC); recent estimates suggest that over half a million women
and girls living in Europe have undergone some form of FGC (Van Baelen, Ortensi et al. 2016).
Of these about 38 000 reside in Sweden, having fled from Ethiopia, Eritrea, and Somalia where FGC were common in the 1980s and ‘90s (Socialstyrelsen 2015, Statistical Central Bureau
2015). FGC, defined as ”all procedures which involve partial or total removal of the external
genitalia or injury to the female genital organs whether for cultural or any other non-therapeutic reasons” (WHO 2016), is practiced mainly in Africa, Asia and Middle East (WHO 2008).
The workshop involved an international set of experts on this topic including medics, gender
studies specialists, sociologists, and NGO workers in the field, such as Kathy Davis, Margrit Shildrick, Carolyn Pedwell, Els Leye and Margaret Nyarango. The workshop also looked beyond FGC
towards other forms of female genital re/construction such as hymen reconstruction (practised in
countries where family honour is tied to women’s virginity on marriage), gender affirming surgery, and so-called designer vaginas. It dealt with questions such as how migration impacts on body
image, on access to medical intervention, and on generating desires for body modification, as much
as with questions of surgical practices and the medium-term outcomes of such interventions.
The workshop was immensely successful, and an edited volume from it has been commissioned
by Routledge (to appear in 2018).
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TABLES OF ECONOMY
Financial turnover 2017
Balance
brought
forward

Reallocated
capital

Revenues

Costs

Education 375 000

160 000

3 796 000

-4 498 000

University
Financed 1 912 000
Research

35 000

10 260 000

-11 322 000 -1 062 000 885 000

External
Financed
Research

116 000

95 000

15 053 000

-15 201 000

-148 000

63 000

Commissioned
Research

606 000

-

23 000

-212 000

-189 000

417 000

TOTAL

3 009 000

290 000

29 132 000

Operating Closing
income
balance
-702 000

-167 000

-31 233 000 -2 101 000 1 198 000
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ONGOING PROJECTS AT THE CENTRE
Funding
Agency

Project

Project
Leader

Period

Total granted
amount

Nätverksbidrag för familjoch släktskapsstudier

Helena
Wahlström
Henriksson

20162018

EU

KA-Cooperation for Innovation and the Exchange of
Good Practices

Gabriele
Griffin

20162017

228 777

Forte

Lärdomar från Mother 2
Mother planeringsbidrag

Mona
Eliasson

20162017

143 900

Folkuniversitetet

Fatimaprojekt

Anneli
Häyrén

20162017

108 400

VR

Att ge mig mitt perspektiv
- Rasbiologernas spår i det
samiska folkhemmet

Katarina
Pirak Sikku

20172019

5 040 000

Nordforsk

Solving the gender paradox: Gender gaps in the
research innovation area

Gabriele
Griffin

20172022

20 000 000 NOK

RJ

Dygder för frigivna - en
fråga om maskulinitet?

Lisa
Hagelin

20172019

2 119 000

Forte

Vad är likvärdigt arbete?
Arbetsvärdering som verktyg för att åstadkomma
jämställda löner i kommunala sektorn i Sverige

Minna
Salminen
Karlsson

20172019

3 300 000

Formas

Säkra och hållbara
energiframtider i Sapmi:
Antaganden och handlingar, visioner och beslut

May-Britt
Öhman

20172019

2 997 000

Ulleråker - Funktionsnedsättning och kulturarv

Cecilia
Rodéhn

20172018

1 875 866

Forte

Riksantikvarieämbetet

600 000
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ONGOING PROJECTS AT THE CENTRE
UU
Lika Villkor

Feministisk stadsvandring

Maja Bodin

2017

62 250

EU

Igma Femina Erasmus
Programme

Anneli
Häyrén

20172019

455 620

Gabriele
Griffin

20172019

1 765 640

Gabriele
Griffin

2017

135 000

Mona
Eliasson

20172018

EU

RJ
Konferensbidrag
Forte

Marie-Sklowska-Curie, Towards
an Inclusive Common European
Framework for Assisted
Reproductive Technologies
Vägar mot rekonstruktion:
Sociokulturella dimensioner vid nya
hälsovårdsbehov i ett globaliserat
Europa

Mentorsmetoden som ett
medel att stärka kvinnors hälsa
i relation till HIV ojämlika
könsrelationer i Sydafrika

TOTAL

630 000

39 461 453

NEW PROJECTS STARTING IN 2018
Aside from all the above ongoing projects, there are also projects that have received funding
this year and that will start in 2018:
Anneli Häyrén and Gabriele Griffin received 221 972 SEK from Vinnova, via Hera Hub Uppsala, for their project on women as entrepeneurs (in collaboration with Hera Hub).
Andrea Petitt received 3 150 000 SEK from The Swedish Research Council (VR) for her project “Globala hästkulturer i omvandling: Nya genusrelationer influerade av Westernridning”.
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Andersson, H. & Öhman, M.-B. (2017) ”Var dag en kamp för skogssamisk framtid: Ett (drygt) år
med Henrik Andersson, renskötare i Gällivare skogssameby”, in Uppsala mitt i Sápmi
– Sábme – Saepmie II. : En supradisciplinär antologi härrörande från vårsymposium 		
organiserat av Uppsam – Föreningen for samiskrelaterad forskning i Uppsala, Uppsala
universitet, 28–29 april 2014, (pp. 51–62). Uppsala: Uppsam – föreningen för samiskrelaterad forskning i Uppsala.
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chemistry”, Cultural Studies of Science Education, 12(2), pp. 425–433.
Axelsson, K. & Flodin, C. (2017) ”Contemplation or Manipulation? : Aesthetic Perspectives on
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fertility knowledge: a survey among fathers in Sweden”, Upsala Journal of Medical
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Bodin, M., Tydén, T., Käll, L. & Larsson, M. (2017) ”The effect of introducing Reproductive Life
Plan-based counselling during men’s sexual health visits: a randomized controlled
trial”, Human Reproduction, 32, pp. 395–396.
Dahl, U. (2017a) ”Becoming fertile in the land of organic milk: Lesbian and queer reproductions
of femininity and motherhood in Sweden”, Sexualities.
Dahl, U. (2017b) ”Därför måste feminister vara glädjedödare: Under Strecket”, Svenska Dagbladet.
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Theory, 18(1), pp. 35–53.
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Danielsson, A., Andersson, K., Gullberg, A. & Hussénius, A. (2017). ”Naturvetenskap för yngre
barn – kunskapsinnehåll i lärarstudenters beskrivningar av sin framtida undervisning”,
Högre Utbildning.
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geographies of local cheese in Jämtland, Sweden”, Journal of Rural Studies, 50,
pp. 209–217.
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Griffin, G. (2017b) ”Elizabeth Mavor”, in Dictionary of National Biography, Oxford.
Griffin, G. (2017c) ”Erasing Mother, Seeking Father: Biotechnological Interventions,
Anxieties over Motherhood and Donor Offspring’s Narratives of Self”, in Motherhood in Literature and Culture: Interdisciplinary Perspectives from Europe (pp. 85–95),
London.
Griffin, G. (2017d) ”Great Britain: Main Research Areas in UK Gender Studies”, in Handbuch
Interdisziplinäre Geschlechterforschung. Heidelberg.
Hagelin, L. (2017) ”Dygder för frigivna”, Classica, 1, pp. 7–10.
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