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INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY OF THE CENTRE

THE CENTRE FOR GENDER RESEARCH has 
existed for almost 40 years as an independent 
research unit within Uppsala University. The 
Annual Report of 2019 takes its point of 
departure in the history of the Centre.

The background of the establishment of the 
Centre can be traced back to the 1960s when 
the women’s movement, across the world, 
started to react and protest against patriarchal 
structures, to be found both within the com-
munity as a whole and within academia.

Changes in academia
By the end of the 1970s, these feminist actions 
finally had an impact in the Swedish academic 
sphere and finan-
cial resources were 
provided to im-
prove the situation 
of female research-
ers and to ena-
ble research about 
women. Along came 
also a feminist crit-
icism of the con-
ventional objectiv-
ist tradition, with 
alternative or complementary views on the 
theoretical and methodological development 
within science. 

Overall, women in science wanted to change 
the academic system in regard to both struc-
ture and content. That is why, in 1978, a group 
of female researchers at Uppsala University, 
based on models from Lund and different 
women’s movements in the United States, 
founded the association Centre for Female 
Researchers and Women’s Research. The aim 
of this Centre was to gather female research-
ers from all disciplines in order to change and 

improve the condi tions of women at the Uni-
versity, as well as to support and initiate wom-
en’s research and research about women.

Founded in 1982
In the beginning the Centre was run by female 
researchers, graduate and undergraduate stu-
dents, all working on an unpaid basis. Soon the 
members started to talk about the possibili-
ty to formalise and establish the Centre as a 
more permanent unit at the University.  

On July 1st 1982 the Centre was incorporated 
as an independent research unit with its own 
offices located in Uppsala Castle. During these 
first years, the Centre had funding for two 

research appoint-
ments, one held by 
literary scholar Bir-
gitta Holm and the 
other by psycholo-
gist Mona Eliasson, 
who was also Direc-
tor of the Centre 
between 1980–1990. 

Even in those early 
days, the Centre’s 

work was based on research, education, and 
communication. The Centre was working with 
outreach activities from the start, and pub-
lished an information booklet “SOFIA” three 
times a year.  Also, the tradition of inviting 
researchers and guest lecturers from abroad, 
and thus maintaining an international and in-
spiring academic environment, was established 
from the very beginning. 

Between 1990–2003 the Centre had five dif-
ferent directors; Eva Heggestad, Denise Malm-
berg, Gullög Nordquist, Valerie DeMarin is, and, 
for a second term, Mona Eliasson.
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The current location of the Centre for Gender Research. 
Photo: Joelin Quigley Berg



INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY OF THE CENTRE

Re-established in 2003
After 20 years of research and education the Centre was re-established in 2003 and became the 
Centre for Gender Research (CfGR), with new premises at the English Park Campus, and with 
new directives, commissioned by the Vice-Chancellor. 

According to the new directives, the Centre is to carry out research 
and teaching within the field of gender studies that includes social as 
well as biological perspectives on gender.  The Centre should also 
collaborate with all of the University’s domains, faculties and depart-
ments.  

Margaretha Fahlgren was Director of the Centre for Gender Research 
2003–2011. During this period the Centre grew from a very small 
unit of around six researchers to an international research environ-
ment, and a Centre of Gender Excellence, with around 30 research-
ers and other members of staff. 

Anita Hussénius was Director of the Centre from 2011 until the end of June 2018. In 2013, the 
Centre moved premises, to “Afrikahuset” in the Botanical Gardens. In 2016 the Centre recruited 
its first Professor, which enabled the start of a PhD programme in Gender Studies. In 2018 Klara 
Goedecke became the first person to receive a PhD in Gender Studies at Uppsala University. 

Helena Wahlström Henriksson became Director on 1 July 2018 and as of 2019 over 40 research-
ers and other staff members are working in some capacity at the Centre for Gender Research. 
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Entrance to the Centre for Gender 
Research. Photo: Joelin Quigley Berg



ABOUT THE CENTRE CROSSROADS OF KNOWLEDGE

THE CENTRE FOR GENDER RESEARCH is a 
dynamic and productive research environment 
characterised by transgressive encounters 
between cultural, social and biological under-
standings of sex and gender. Key to activities 
at the Centre is the goal of bridging, crossing, 
and troubling conventional borders, and creat-
ing collaborative spaces for thinking and doing 
academic work. 

Researchers at the Centre have their back-
ground in various disciplines in the humanities, 
social sciences, medicine and natural sciences. 
Together we represent a great variety of com-
petences and areas of specialisation. Through 
bridging organisational and scientific divides, 
the Centre offers rich resources and a broad 
interdisciplinary platform for individual re-
searchers and students, but also for the dif-
ferent faculties and departments at Uppsala 
University. 

We coordinate several national and interna-
tional networks and programmes, and con-
tinuously initiate and host international work-
shops and symposia. The Centre for Gender 
Research has a strong international profile and 
collaborations have resulted in original pro-
jects and events. Within the Centre research-
ers are organised in research groups with dif-
ferent orientations or themes; the groups have 
separate activities such as seminars, but also 
collaborate around scholarly events such as 
symposia and publications.

Reports from former research evaluations 
show that the Centre has successfully built a 
new research field in a traditionally discipline-
oriented university, that it is very strong in 
gender and science, that the research is orig-
inal as well as of high academic standard, and 
that some themes have reached – or have the 

potential to reach – the highest quality. The 
Centre was defined as a Centre of Gender 
Excellence in 2006, and funded as such by the 
Swedish Research Council 2007–2012. In the 
most recent research evaluation, Quality and 
Renewal 2017 (KoF17) at Uppsala University, 
the report from the panel evaluating the CfGR 
states the following:

“The Centre for Gender Research presents itself 
as a very vibrant and supportive research milieu 
with a dynamic, vital, and inclusive academic cul-
ture. Inter-disciplinarity seems to be more than a 
buzzword here. … Although only established in 
2003, the Centre is already an exceptional hub 
in Sweden for scholars and students from a wide 
range of disciplinary backgrounds. Its profile at the 
interface of medicine, natural science, humanities, 
and social sciences is rather unique in Sweden. The 
panel was impressed by the supportive atmos-
phere that creates ‘out of the box’ thinking and 
groundbreaking new research. This was authenti-
cally presented to the panel by the management 
and senior staff and confirmed by the PhD stu-
dents and non-tenured faculty/postdocs and re-
searchers.
/…/
The Centre has a strong common identity and 
dynamic academic culture. …The establishment 
of very specific and distinct, yet cross-disciplinary 
research groups with their own seminar series 
seems to be successful. The Centre’s intellectu-
al culture is informal in the best sense, including 
open-door policies and flat hierarchies. Leadership 
is extremely supportive and transparent. The direc-
tor and senior researchers are highly praised by 
PhD students and junior researchers. PhD students 
benefit from the informal, yet transparent, collegial 
and inclusive structure and the possibility to get 
feedback and comments from different academic 
perspectives and across all ranks.” 
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ABOUT THE CENTRE CROSSROADS OF KNOWLEDGE

Researchers choose to place projects at the 
Centre for Gender Research for various rea-
sons; among the most common is the need for 
a context marked by broad and deep expertise 
in gender research and theory, and where in-
terdisciplinary work is standard. During 2019 
the Centre has had visits by several scholars, 
staying from anything between a couple of 
weeks up to a whole year, including: Heejong 
Hong (South Korea), Caitlin Carrol (USA), 
Deanna Pittman (USA), Memory Mphaphuli 
(Belgium), Chitra Sinha (Bahrain and India) and 
Kate Scantlebury (USA). Our international 
scholars typically contribute to the Centre’s 
research environment with their expertise 
and ideas. 

We also provide a broad educational base with 
courses on all levels, some in English and some 
in Swedish. The undergraduate and advanced 
level education in Gender Studies is, like the 
research, characterised by very high quality 
and the courses are in great demand. 

The PhD programme in Gender Studies, 
launched as late as 2016, has developed from 
previous collaborations with other subjects 
and domains where “shared” PhDs have been 
affiliated with, and active at, the Centre. In 
2019 there were eight PhD candidates active 
at the Centre.

Over the year a lot of activities have taken 
place at the Centre; some are repeated on a 
regular basis like courses and seminars, while 
others are special events like conferences and 
workshops. Representatives from the Centre, 
individual scholars as well as groups of re-
searchers, have also participated in different 
kinds of outreach activities. One such out-
reach activity is the Gender Lunches, initiated 
in 2013, which are now a regular activity. Previ-

ously held at Reginateatern and later Uppsala 
City Theatre, the lunches in 2019 were held 
at restaurant Hava. The Gender Lunches are a 
collaboration between The Centre for Gender 
Research, Folkuniversitetet and Hava, where 
researchers from the Centre give popular sci-
entific presentations of their ongoing research 
while the audience has lunch and coffee/tea. 
The lunches attract interest from the general 
public and are regularly fully booked. 

Another successful outreach activity intro-
duced on International Women’s Day, 8th of 
March 2017, has continued throughout 2018–
19: the Feminist City Walk. Initiated by junior 
scholars and PhD students at the Centre, this 
guided tour, with staff at the Centre as tour 
guides, makes visible contemporary and his-
torical women and feminist activities in the 
city of Uppsala. The first arranged walk attract-
ed more than 140 participants and tours have 
continued to attract up to 100 participants 
each time. 

Since the beginning of 2018 the Centre has 
also held the editorship for the largest peer 
reviewed journal for interdisciplinary gender 
research in the Nordic region, Tidskrift för ge-
nusvetenskap. The editoral responsibility for 
the journal shifts between universities every 
four years. Editors are Karin S. Lindelöf and 
Camilla Flodin. Since 2016 the Centre also 
holds editorship for the peer-reviewed Nordic 
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Nicole Ovesen guiding a Feminist City Tour, autumn 2019. 
Photo: Joelin Quigley Berg



ABOUT THE CENTRE CROSSROADS OF KNOWLEDGE

journal dedicated to interdisciplinary research related to LGBTQ studies, lambda nordica. Editors 
for this journal are Ulrika Dahl and Jenny Björklund. 

Besides research, education, and outreach activities, the Centre also undertakes educational and 
consultative work within and outside of the university. We continue to build collaboration – as 
well as general visibility – for our subject across domains and faculties. The Centre’s board rep-
resents the breadth of Uppsala University, and is a key factor in promoting our role locally and 
beyond.

Helena Wahlström Henriksson,  
Director

Caroline Liberg 
Professor em, Chair 

Anna Orrghen 
Senior Lecturer

Dimitrios Iordanoglou 
Senior Lecturer

Anna T. Höglund 
Senior Lecturer

Karin Stensjö 
Senior Lecturer

Elina Nilsson 
PhD Student Representative

Ted Junior Östervall 
Student Representative

Karin S. Lindelöf
SACO representative 

Ellena Papaioannou 
SEKO representative

THE CENTRE’S BOARD 2019
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AS DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRE for Gender Research 
I have the pleasure of working with fantastic colleagues. 
Our researchers represent a mix of feminist, queer, 
trans, masculinity, and humanimal studies, and have va-
ried disciplinary backgrounds across academic domains 
(over 20 on the latest count). This creates the unique 
quality of the Centre, a truly interdisciplinary milieu for 
research, education, and outreach.

2019 has been another dynamic, intense and interesting 
year at the Centre. In January, Maja Bodin, Anders Jo-
hansson and Klara Goedecke took part in the Doctoral 
Conferment Ceremony. As the year began, a new PhD 
student started her work, Erika Mårtensson, who is a 
PhD student at the department of Women’s and Child-
ren’s Health and the Centre for Gender Research, and 
towards the end of spring, the first PhD student admit-
ted into our PhD programme in 2016, Nicole Ovesen, 

had her 60%-seminar. 2019 was also the year for the start of the Bachelor programme in huma-
nities, where gender studies contributes with teaching and course development. We also had a 
new Docent among the researchers: Annica Gullberg, in biology. 

Research activities have been many. To mention just a few, we saw the conferences European 
Gender Research in an Age of Right-wing Populism, Growing Racism and Anti-gender Ideologies (Centre 
for Gender Research, European Journal of Women’s Studies and CEMFOR, with support from 
Uppsala Forum for Democracy and Justice); States of Parenthood: Race and Nation in Contemporary 
Queer and Trans Reproduction (Doris Leibetseder’s Marie Sklodowska-Curie Individual Fellowship 
Project QTReproART, Riksbankens Jubileumsfond and the Centre for Gender Research); Att 
ge mig mitt perspektiv (Katarina Pirak Sikku, VR; held at Jokkmokk’s marknad); and Maskulinitet: 
Arbete och Fritid (the Masculinities research group). On the theme of conferences, g19 was held 
in Gothenburg in October; nearly 20 people from the Centre attended and many presented 
papers and organised panel discussions.  The Centre for Gender Research also held a Gender 
Relay Race at the Uppsala City Library in September, an outreach activity that is likely to reoccur 
in years to come.

Scholarly background
My own scholarly background is in American literature and cultural studies, and following my 
PhD I worked as a lecturer in English for almost fifteen years, but I have also always taught gender 
studies. In my research, I have investigated women author’s representations of desirable men in 
”women’s liberation novels” of the 1970s, the significance of orphan children in contemporary 
novels, fatherhood beyond the nuclear family, and much more. Throughout my work, I have per-
sistently engaged in feminist critique, whether focusing on the symbolic meanings of masculinities, 
or on embodied maternal experiences in memoirs. I have primarily worked with theorisations 
of masculinities, nationhood, cultural memory, and family and kinship, as well as theorisations of 
narrative and genre.

Helena Wahlström Henriksson
Photo:  Mikael Wallerstedt
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The half-time research I do now involves PhD supervision, chairing the Swedish Network for Fa-
mily and Kinship Studies, engaging in research groups at the Centre and collaborations across do-
mains, including the new Centre at UU, WoMHeR, and the project Mother anyway (2017–2020, 
Anna Williams PI) where I study mothers and ageing bodies in filial memoirs, and breastfeeding 
bodies in advice literature, all in Swedish 21st century texts. 

Objectives
A central goal for the Centre for Gender Research is to work towards greater awareness in 
the academy, and in society generally, about how gender and other intersecting categorisations 
are linked to – and have significant effects for – how power operates in all areas of human (and 
beyond-human) lives and communities. We work continuously toward this goal in our research 
and our teaching, as well as in our outreach activities. In the coming years, we will continue to 
build collaborations within the academy as well as with the broader community.

Helena Wahlström Henriksson
Director
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THE INTEREST IN GENDER studies is high, 
and a large number of students apply to our 
courses, on both undergraduate and masters 
levels. Course evaluations show that the stu-
dents appreciate the education they achieve at 
the Centre for Gender Research.

In addition to our regular gender studies cour-
ses in Uppsala we have also continued our 
collaboration with the Department of Game 
Design at Campus Gotland. We offered a joint 
course in autumn 2019, and we have been in-
vited to give lectures and seminars within the 
game design programmes.

During 2019 we continued the planned peda-
gogical development that was the outcome of 
the Centre’s participation in Uppsala Univer-
sity’s pilot project on education evaluations 
2017, which entailed making a quality-driven 
evaluation of our education on the undergra-
duate and masters levels. In 2019 we focused 
primarily on the direction and content of the 
education.

Education at Undergraduate level
During 2019 four full-time courses were of-
fered at the undergraduate level: the A level 
course (Genusvetenskap A) was offered in 
Uppsala both in the spring and in the autumn, 
and in the autumn on Campus Gotland; the 
B level course (Genusvetenskap B) was offe-
red in the autumn (in Uppsala); and the C level 
course (Genusvetenskap C) in the spring (in 
Uppsala). We also offered students on Campus 
Gotland the possibility to take the four cour-
ses included in the A level course separately. 

We are also part of the Programme in Cultural 
Entrepreneurship, coordinated by the Depart-
ment of Art History, and the Open Bachelor 
Programme in the Humanities, coordinated by 
the Department of History.

Jenny Björklund
Director of Undergraduate Studies

Education at Master’s level
We are pleased to announce that three stu-
dents successfully defended their MA theses in 
2019: Sara Person (January), Hilda Broqvist and 
Nadim Herbert (both in June).  

Seven MA courses were offered during 2019, 
six of which were open to students from other 
disciplines and institutions: Feminist Cultural 
Studies, Identitet, praktik, politik, HumAnimal 
Encounters (spring); Gendered Bodies, Genus-
teori, and Masculinities (autumn). These cour-
ses attracted students from a variety of disci-
plines and programmes, are popular with inter-
national students and students from other 
universities in Sweden. In fact, our courses are 
so popular that we often have waiting lists of 
interested students. 

In the autumn semester we were very pleased 
to welcome nine new students to the Masters 
programme. This was a significant increase on 
previous years and we hope that these levels 
can be continued or even improved upon in fu-
ture years. To this end we have begun the pro-
cess of developing an international MA pro-
gramme due to be launched in autumn 2020. 

Jacob Bull
Director of MA Studies

Campus Gotland.  Photo: Mikael Wallerstedt
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Education at PhD level
The PhD students at the Centre continue to thrive. There are 8 active PhD students at the 
Centre, of which 6 are in Gender Studies, one student in Physics Education and one in Women’s 
and Children’s Health. We also had visiting PhD students, two of whom stayed at the Centre for 
longer time periods. 

At the Centre we offered two courses in the spring of 2019; ’Introduction to gender studies 
for PhD students’ and ’Qualitative methods in gender studies for PhD students.’ In addition, the 
planning for the next PhD course within the U4 consortium (a European University Network 
with Ghent University, University of Groeningen, University of Göttingen, University of Tartu, and 
Uppsala University) began. The course is scheduled to take place in Groeningen in late August of 
2020. Uppsala will send four PhD students and staff will contribute with a workshop on ’Writing 
in Stuck Places.’ 

The PhD students are very active at the Centre, contributing to teaching and various collegial 
fora. They are also active in research groups, present at conferences and hold their own PhD 
forum, to which they invite professors and other guests to discuss a range of issues related to 
PhD education and career development.

Ulrika Dahl
Director of PhD Studies



COURSES AND STUDENT NUMBERS

THIS YEAR THE CENTRE was allocated a number of 65 full-time equivalent students. 
The following courses, with a specification of the total number of students per course, 
were given at Campus Uppsala and Campus Gotland during 2019. 

Undergraduate level

Genusvetenskap A
(Spring, Campus Uppsala)

Genusvetenskap A
(Autumn, Campus Uppsala)

Genusvetenskap A
(Autumn, Campus Gotland)

Genusvetenskap B
(Spring, Campus Gotland)

Genusvetenskap B
(Autumn, Campus Uppsala)

Genusvetenskap C
(Spring, Campus Uppsala)

Genusvetenskapens grunder, 7,5hp
(Campus Gotland)

Genus, arbete och familj, 7,5hp
(Campus Gotland)

Genus, sexualiteter och kroppar, 7,5hp
(Campus Gotland)

Genus och kulturella representa-
tioner, 7,5hp
(Campus Gotland)
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= 34

= 34

= 4

= 0

= 7

= 15

= 0

= 0

= 1

= 3

Advanced level

Humanimal Encounters, 7.5hp

Feminist Cultural Studies, 7.5hp

Identitet, praktik, politik, 7.5hp

Genusteori, 7.5hp 

Gendered Bodies, 7.5hp

Masculinities, 7.5hp

Tvärvetenskaplig metod och 
skrivprocess
(Spring 2019)

Tvärvetenskaplig metod och 
skrivprocess
(Autumn 2019)

Verksamhetsförlagd utbildning, 15hp
(Autumn 2019)

Master programme in the humanities, 
specialising in gender studies
(Spring 2019)

Master programme in the humanities, 
specialising in gender studies
(Autumn 2019)

= 17

= 20

= 10

= 15

= 17

= 19

= 3

= 9

= 1

= 3*

= 10

*Two students finished the Master programme 
in spring 2019.
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The EduS (Education and Science) research group 
assembles scholars from natural sciences, social and 
educational sciences as well as from the humanities. 
We work with a variety of different projects explo-
ring pedagogical spaces, teacher- and student identi-
ties as well as learning strategies. 

The group’s interests include how knowledge and 
identities are formed within various educational insti-
tutions, how subject cultures, understanding of know-

ledge, language and pedagogical practices affect teaching processes and identity work, how norms 
and power in educational institutions are reproduced and challenged and in what ways they are 
gendered. 

In 2019, two major research projects funded by the Swedish Research Council (VR) were con-
ducted within the group: 
• In the Borderland Between Academic Disciplines and School Science – Science Faculty as 

Teacher Educators
• Staging the Successful Student in Higher Education: A Comparative Study of Men, Masculini-

ties, and Self-worth-protecting Strategies in Competitive Contexts

We also have five ongoing PhD projects, underlining the strong and international research focus 
of the group on different educational levels:
• Issues of Gender Mainstreaming in Mozambique: A Case Study at University Eduardo Mond-

lane (Generosa Cossa José)
• Women’s Participation in Biological Research in the Mozambican Public Universities: A Case 

Study of the Eduardo Mondlane University and Lurio University (Juvêncio Manuel Nota)
• Representations, Participation and Perspectives – Where are the Children in Preschool 

Pedagogic Documentation? (Catarina Wahlgren)
• Discourse and Culture in Physics Teacher Education (Johanna Larsson)
• Becoming a Biologist – Students’ Identity Work in Higher Biology Education in Sweden, 

Germany and Scotland (Katerina Pia Günter)

This year, many members of the EduS group presented their papers and participated at a varie-
ty of conferences, including NERA (Nordic Educational Research Association), NORA (Nordic 
Journal och Feminist and Gender Research), ESERA (Biennial Conference of the European Sci-
ence Education Research Association), NARST (National Association of Research in Science 
Teaching). Catarina Wahlgren also participated in the g19 gender research conference organised 
by the Swedish Secretariat for Gender Research in Göteborg, in October 2019. 

Publications in 2019 
• Andersson, K., Gullberg, A., Danielsson, A., Scantlebury, K., & Hussénius, A. (2019).Chafing 

borderlands – Obstacles for science teaching and learning in teacher education, in Cultural 
Studies of Science Education

• Andersson, K., Hussénius, A., Gullberg, A., Danielsson, A., Elmgren, M., Engström, S. & Nor-
ström, P. (2019). Lärarutbildares naturvetenskap under lupp – en studie i gränslandet mellan 

Image by Oberholster Venita from Pixabay 
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ämnesdiscipliner och skolämnen. Resultatdialog 2019, s. 10-13. Stockholm: Vetenskapsrådet.
• Danielsson, A., Engström, S., Norström, P. & Andersson, K. The making of contemporary 

physicists: Figured worlds in the university quantum mechanics classroom, in Research in 
Science Education

• Scantlebury, K., Hussénius, A. & Milne, C. (2019). Transition states: Chemistry educators en-
gaging with and being challenged by matter, materiality and what may come to be. In C. 
Taylor, C. Hughes & J. Ulmer (Eds.) Transdisciplinary Feminist Research: Innovations in Theory, 
Method and Practice, Routledge.

• Scantlebury, K., Danielsson, A., Hussénius, A., Gullberg, A. Andersson, K. (2019). Communi-
cating through silence: Examining the unspoken, the unsaid, and the “not done” in science 
education. In C. Milne & K. Scantlebury (Eds.) Material practice and materiality: Too Long Igno-
red in Science Education, Cultural Studies of Science Education 18, pp. 233-244, Cham: Springer 
Nature Switzerland. 

• Scantlebury, K., Danielsson, A., Hussénius, A., Gullberg, A. Andersson, K. (2019). Using space-
timemattering to engage science education with matter and material feminism. In C. Milne, 
& K. Scantlebury (Eds.) Material practice and materiality: Too Long Ignored in Science Education, 
Cultural Studies of Science Education 18, pp. 39-50, Cham: Springer Nature Switzerland.

• Scantlebury, K., Hussénius, A., & Ivarsson, J. (2019). Learning about the material, struggling 
with entanglement and staying with the trouble. In J. Bazzul & C. Siry (Eds.) Critical Voices in 
Science Education Research: Narratives of Hope and Struggle, pp. 235-245, New York, Springer

Four publications in Tidskrift för genusvetenskap 39(4) were not reported in last year’s Annual 
Report since the actual issue of the journal was released in beginning of 2019.
• Andersson, K. (2018). Biologi under lupp. Hierarkier, strategier och skevheter
• Gullberg, A. (2018). Sexig forskning attraherar. (Re)produktion av heterosexuella normer
• Hussénius, A. (2018). Bland provrör och spektrometrar. Materiens agens och materiell dys-

funktionalitet
• Hussénius, A., Gullberg, G. & Andersson, K. (2018). Feministisk pedagogik som skaver? Förut-

sättningar, avvägningar och den ”hopplösa” ämnesinnehållsliga anpassningen

EduS seminars in 2019 
• Carol Taylor (Professor of Gender and Higher Education in the Sheffield Institute of Edu-

cation, Sheffield Hallam University, and co-editor of the journal Gender and Education) 
presented on New materialism, feminism and strangers on ‘slow science’ in the EduS seminar.

• Tuomas Aivelo (Researcher in the Organismal and Evolutionary Biology Research Program-
me at Helsinki University) presented on Being human, being rat in the EduS seminar. 

Katerina Pia Günter
Group coordinator
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Helena Wahlström Henriksson
Group coordinator

WE LIVE IN AN AGE of (seemingly) increasing 
family re-formation. A changing sociopolitical, 
technological, legal and cultural landscape has 
resulted in many shifts in family and kin prac-
tices, but also in a growing interest in family 
and kinship studies as an interdisciplinary field 
of research. 

Few questions raise more heated debate than 
those pertaining to family and kinship, and 
indeed, few areas demonstrate more clear-
ly the interconnectedness of the private and 
the public. In Europe and beyond, recent years 
have witnessed a growing emphasis on “family 
values”, with ongoing debates about marriage, 
migration, procreative practices, not to men-
tion parental leave and gendered divisions of 
(care) labour. 

In a time marked both by neoliberalism and 
the rise of nationalism in Europe and the US, 
an increasing (legal) recognition of same-sex 
coupledom and inclusion of non-heterosexual 
parenthood in family law has run parallel with 
re-affirmations of the nuclear family form.  
There is also growing anxiety around the 
(welfare) state’s (future) ability to care for its 
citizens, from birth to death, which refocuses 
the family’s caretaking and wealth extending 
function. While having children is understood 
as a fundamental, universal and natural desire 
among humans, not all family forms and pro-
creation practices are accepted or seen as 
normal. In our time, who is a mother, a father, 
and what does parenting or grand-parenting 
mean? What does it mean to be somebody’s 
child? To be orphaned? How and why are lines 
drawn between kin and non-kin?

The Family and Kinship group was established 
in 2016, after an initial meeting in 2015. It offers 
a forum for networking and critique across 
disciplines and areas of interest. Participants in 
the group’s activities come from several disci-
plines, ranging from literature, philosophy and 
anthropology to law, political science, public 

health, and reproductive health. Areas of inte-
rest include, for example, Assisted Reproduc-
tive Technologies (ARTs), parenthood, queer 
families, abortion, and practical and conceptual 
borders between kin and non-kin. The work 
in the research group is linked to the national 
Network for Family and Kinship Studies. 

Typically, the group meets for three seminars 
per semester. In 2019, the seminars were 
work-in-progress oriented, and focused on cri-
tique and development of ongoing projects. In 
the spring, Jenny Björklund presented a book 
proposal for her study Runaway Moms: Mothers 
Who Leave in Twenty-first Century Swedish Lite-
rature and Elina Nilsson presented a chapter 
from her doctoral thesis on the experiences of 
surrogate mothers in Thailand. In the fall, Klara 
Goedecke and Helena Wahlström Henriksson 
presented the “Introduction” to their edited 
anthology Close Relations, and PhD candidate 
Raili Uibo (Södertörn) presented her thesis 
chapter “Fantasies and practices of closeness: 
queers in Estonia doing close relationships.”

Image by Gerd Altmann from Pixabay 
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DESPITE THE SIGNIFICANCE of animals in human lives, the study of human-animal relations 
is still a relatively unexplored research area beyond the natural sciences. In part this is due to 
disciplinary heritages with the humanities and the social sciences attending to the “human” and 
“society”. This historical manifestation of the nature-culture divide creates a space for transdi-
ciplinary research to occupy. Methods and approaches developed in the humanities and social 
sciences are helping to develop new understandings of human-animal relationships as we are 
increasingly made aware of the complex ways that humans and other animals are tied together.

The Humanimal research group maintains critical discussions around human animal relations. It 
offers a supportive working environment in the form of fortnightly seminars where people can 
share ideas and research as they continue with their various individual and collaborative research 
projects. In these seminars, we take turns to present work for comment or provide a text for 
discussion. They continue to be spaces where we can work through concepts at the intersection 
between animal studies and gender studies. 

Andrea Petitt has begun work on her project, 
Global equestrian cultures in change: New gen-
dered human-horse relations emerging from Wes-
tern riding? Funded through an International 
postdoctoral grant from the Swedish Research 
Council (VR). Andrea has begun her field work 
and, in the coming years, will be conducting 
field work in Sweden, USA and New Zealand. 

The Changing Animal Bodies Project group 
(FORMAS) has received a book contract from 
Routledge and are working on an edited col-
lection, Animal Breeding, Society and the Environ-
ment: Changing Animal Bodies, which is due to 
be completed in 2020. 

Jacob Bull
Group coordinator

From one of the ranches where Andrea Petitt is doing fieldwork. 
Photo: Andrea Petitt



GENDER AND CULTURE RESEARCH GROUP
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RESEARCH ON GENDER AND CULTURE at the 
Centre includes work on bodies and materialities; 
medicalised practices; family and kinship as cultu-
ral formations; sexualities; re-thinking colonialisms; 
cross-cultural transformations; textual practices; po-
pular cultural phenomena; gender, culture and tech-
nologies; cultures of knowledge; and intersectional 
feminisms.

The concept of culture is here defined as meaning-
making processes and practices that shape the social 
in the everyday. It is crucially concerned with ques-
tions of power, identity and meaning as these emerge 
in diverse contexts.

During the spring semester 2019 the Gender and 
Culture research group was dormant, but during the 
autumn semester 2019 three meetings/seminars were 
organised. The first one was a start-up/planning me-
eting (28 October) and at the other two meetings we 
discussed work-in-progress article manuscripts from 

two researchers at the Centre for Gender Research; Annie Woube (18 November) and Camilla 
Eriksson (18 December). 

The research group continues its activities during spring 2020. Group co-ordinator is Karin S. 
Lindelöf and all co-workers at the Centre are invited to join the meetings. 

Karin S. Lindelöf
Group coordinator.

Illustration by Liv Strömquist



QUEER STUDIES RESEARCH GROUP 
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THE QUEER RESEARCH GROUP gathers researchers with an interest in non-nor-
mative gender and sexuality. Members have a range of disciplinary backgrounds and 
interests, including LGBTQ studies, transgender studies, studies of heteronormativity, 
sexual health, non-heterosexual reproduction, familymaking and intimacy, histories and 
contemporary forms of LGBTQ activism and cultural production, LGBTQ literature 
and queer readings, and forms of state and interpersonal violence against and among 
LGBTQ people. We meet regularly to discuss our own research, read new literature 
and discuss current topics and debates in queer studies. 

Ulrika Dahl
Group coordinator

In the spring of 2019 the queer studies research group initiated and hosted a regional meeting 
for queer researchers in the Stockholm/Uppsala area with 25 participants from Södertörn Uni-
versity, Stockholm University and Uppsala University. The aim of the meeting was to strengthen 
solidarity and conversations between researchers in the region, to take stock of current research 
and to identify future themes to work around. 

In the spring of 2019 the queer group also held bi-monthly research meetings to discuss lite-
rature, work in progress and to meet with guests at the queer seminar. In the fall, the research 
group took a break as several core members were busy with other tasks. The group plans to 
reconvene in 2020.



MASCULINITIES RESEARCH GROUP 
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THE MASCULINITIES RESEARCH GROUP joins researchers from different diciplinary back-
grounds but with a research interest in masculinities. In 2019, the research group organised four 
seminars in the spring and two in the autumn, where new projects and ongoing writing was 
discussed. 

In June 2019 the masculinities research group 
also put together a very successful and well-
attended symposium on the theme of Maculini-
ties: Work and Leisure (Maskulinitet: Arbete och 
Fritid). 

Presenters at the symposium included Anneli 
Häyrén, Lisa Hagelin and Klara Goedecke from 
the Centre for Gender Research, as well as Lisa 
Ringblom (Luleå Technical University), Nicklas 
Neumann (Uppsala University), Susanne Nylund 
Skog (Institutet för språk och folkminnen), and 
Sam de Boise (Örebro University). 

Anneli Häyrén, 
Group coordinator spring 2019

Klara Goedecke and Lisa Hagelin
Group coordinators autumn 2019

Illustration by Liv Strömquist
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2019 WAS THE THIRD YEAR of the work of 
Nordwit, the Nordforsk-funded Centre of 
Excellence involving staff from our Centre 
(Gabriele Griffin, Minna Salminen Karlsson, 
Elina Nilsson as administrator) as well as Åsa 
Cajander from Human-Computer interaction, 
and colleagues from Tampere University and 
the Western Norway Research Institute. 

The year has been both busy and productive 
with many meetings (both skype and in per-
son), and significant discussions about the ways 
in which the careers of women in technology-
driven domains such as Digital Humanities, 
e-health, researchers working in biotechnology 
companies and at universities etc. are structu-
red by what Charles Tilly in the 1980s called 
Durable Inequality. For despite the Nordic 
countries’ enviable reputation for promoting 
and achieving gender equality, such equality 
eludes us still in the technology context. 

There are many reasons for this, some of which 
are explored in the Centre of Excellence work. 
One of the interesting dimensions of this 
which surfaced in the course of 2019 has to do 
with the ways in the notion of career – which 
is often linear – cuts across ‘career’ realities, 
which are frequently, especially nowadays, not 
linear at all but rather rhizomic, mosaic (wor-
king in multiple projects simultaneously and 
therefore never fully committed to anyone), 
and in any event context-driven. Context ma-
kes mobility across sectors (from the private 
into the public, for example, or from a tech 
company to the university) very difficult be-
cause the assessment criteria for jobs vary so 
widely. The criteria that are important in aca-
deme such as publications and grant income 
cannot be fostered in the private sector. This 
means, as our Norwegian colleagues found in 
their data, that mobility across sectors is parti-
cular and very limited.

In June, our Tampere colleagues also hosted an 
extremely productive international conference 
on gender (in)equality in research and innova-

Gabriele Griffin
Project coordinator

tion, which highlighted both the ways in which 
inter/national research funders try to media-
te gender (in)equalities in the distribution of 
research funding and what the limitations of 
this are. The conference showed, for instance, 
both the diverse degrees of equality combat-
ting measures different funders have actually 
adopted and the gendered effects of research 
funding. Thank you to our Tampere colleagues 
for all their efforts in this!

In 2020 we look forward to a range of new 
activities within the Centre including a Riks-
banken co-funded workshop on research and 
innovation in February and an intensive PhD 
course in Bergen in September on ‘Technologi-
es are Us: Feminist Perspectives on Posthuman 
Futures’.
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IN EUROPE AND BEYOND, recent years have 
witnessed debates about marriage, migration, 
and procreative practices, as well as parental 
leave and gendered divisions of (care) labour; 
familial practices are shifting in a socio-political 
landscape marked by technological, legal and 
cultural change. 

The twenty-first Century, marked both by 
neoliberalism and the rise of nationalism in 
Europe and the US, has seen both an increasing 
(legal) recognition of same-sex coupledom and 
inclusion of non-heterosexual parenthood in 
family law parallel with re-affirmations of the 
nuclear family form. There is also growing anx-
iety around the welfare state’s ability to care 
for its citizens, which refocuses the family’s 
care-taking and wealth extending function. 
These issues demonstrate the ubiquity of 
family/kinship in human lives and the need for 
inter- and multidisciplinary approaches for 
understanding them. The Swedish Network for 
Family and Kinship Studies is one forum for 
exchange and learning about these and related 
issues, and is, as such, a sign of how these fields 
of research have grown and developed in the 
past decades.

The Swedish Network for Family and Kinship 
Studies started in Uppsala in 2014 as an initi-
ative to gather researchers across disciplines, 
methodologies, and critical/theoretical per-
spectives. The purpose was to create a plat-
form for dialogue, exchange and collaboration 
across conventional academic boundaries, not 
least between humanities and social science 

scholars. Second, it was motivated by the felt 
need to jointly scrutinize contemporary con-
ceptualizations of family and kin relations, and 
to identify areas in need of research, or cur-
rently central for research. The Network com-
prises over seventy members from a range of 
disciplines (film studies, media studies, litera-
ture, English, Ethnology, Anthropology, History, 
Philosophy, Law, Political Science, Theology, 
Reproductive Health, Public Health, Pedagogy, 
Social work, Sociology, and Gender Studies) 
and from fifteen universities around Sweden. 

The FAMKIN Network was granted funding 
from FORTE (600 000 SEK for the period 
2016–18) to develop and run the Network. 
Thanks to that grant, the Network has main-
tained activities 2016–2019. 

Since 2017 the FAMKIN steering group has 
consisted of: Helena Wahlström Henriksson 
(Uppsala University), Ulla Björnberg (Uni-
versity of Gothenburg), Ulrika Dahl (Uppsala 
University), Jenny Lönnroth (Stockholm Uni-
versity), Berit Åström (Umeå University), Disa 
Bergnehr (Jönköping University and University 
of Borås). 

In October 2018, the Network arranged the 
international conference Close Relations: A Multi- 
and Interdisciplinary Conference of Critical Family 
and Kinship Studies in Uppsala, which in many 
ways was the culmination of the FAMKIN 
network. The conference gathered 70 scholars 
from over 20 countries; the programme held 
60 research presentations over the three days 

Image by Gerd Altmann from Pixabay 
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of the conference and was very successful as a scholarly event. Conference funding was granted 
by Riksbankens Jubileumsfond for the Advancement of the Humanities and Social Sciences. 

The final FORTE-funded FAMKIN Annual meeting was held in Umeå in October 2019. Earlier 
that month, FAMKIN arranged a panel discussion at the g19 conference in Gothenburg. Two 
anthologies will be published as outcomes of the Close Relations conference: Close Relations and 
Boundary Work: Family, Kinship, and Beyond, Eds. Klara Goedecke and Helena Wahlström (forthco-
ming from Springer 2020), and Single Parents – Representations and Resistance in an International 
Context, Eds. Disa Bergnehr and Berit Åström (forthcoming from Palgrave 2021). Many of the 
conference presentations are also included in a special issue of lambda nordica. 

As of the end of 2019, the FAMKIN network ends in its present form. However, a meeting is 
planned for October 21–22 2020 in Jönköping, on the theme New routes to parenthood and family 
through  reproductive technologies: law, politics, representations and practices (Nya vägar till föräldra-
skap och familj genom reproduktiva tekniker: lagstiftning, politik, representationer och praktiker). 
For more information, contact Disa Bergnehr: disa.bergnehr@ju.se.

Helena Wahlström Henriksson
Network coordinator
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THE NETWORK ‘Nature as Culture: The 
(Re)production of Common Sense’ (NaC) 
aims to investigate and discuss first, how the 
concepts of nature and culture figure and are 
articulated, in various disciplinary contexts 
and secondly, how these concepts, frequently 
through being taken as common sense, fea-
ture in establishing truth claims within differ-
ent scientific cultural formations. 

Co-ordinated by Professor Ulrika Dahl, this CIRCUS-funded interdisciplinary network consists 

of 13 researchers from 5 faculties, including 5 members from the Centre. The network is aimed 
at slow and interdisciplinary conversations on complex topics and hosts one workshop per sem-
ester. It kicked off in the fall of 2019 with a workshop around what interdisciplinary means and 
how terms such as nature and culture are understood in different disciplines.

Ulrika Dahl 
Network coordinator
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THE ACADEMIC JOURNAL, Tidskrift för genusvetenskap (TGV), shifts its editorial base between 
various gender studies environments in Sweden every four years. 2018–2021 it has its editorial 
base at the Centre for Gender Research. During this time Helena Wahlström Henriksson is 
the legally responsible publisher, editors are Karin S. Lindelöf and Camilla Flodin and editorial 
sectetary, Anna Bark Persson. Chair of the association for TGV’s board is Stina Powell and Klara 
Goedecke (shared).

The journal gives out four issues per year, one of which is normally a double issue. During 2019 
TGV published two open-topic issues and one double issue on the theme of “Abortion and 
Reproductive Choices”, with Helena Wahlström Henriksson and Elizabeth Kella as guest editors. 

At the NORA conference in Reykjavik in May 2019, TGV arranged an appreciated roundtable dis-
cussion with its Nordic sister journals under the heading “Production and negotiation of borders 
in Nordic gender studies journals”. At the g19 conference in Gothenburg in October 2019 TGV 
arranged two roundtable discussions/panels with the headings “Tidskrift för genusvetenskap as 
a space for establishing and negotiating knowledge about gender?” and “Will there be a Swedish 
academic language about gender studies in the future?”, as well as participating in another panel 
with the heading “Ask the editors: Advice and tips on publishing in gender studies journals”.



JOURNAL LAMBDA NORDICA
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LAMBDA NORDICA is a peer-reviewed 
open-access academic journal of LGBTQ 
studies. The oldest of its kind in the Nordic 
region, the journal is dedicated to interdisci-
plinary research in lesbian/gay/bi/trans* and 
queer studies. 

lambda nordica aims to foster international col-
laboration and dialogue, and to offer junior as 
well as senior researchers an opportunity to 
publish in both English and Scandinavian lan-
guages. The journal also reviews Nordic and 
international literature in the field of LGBTQ 
studies.  

lambda nordica was founded in 1989 as a Swedish/
Nordic cultural journal dedicated to homo-
sexuality research and aimed at a broader 
audience, in close collaboration with the LBT 
movements at the time. For the past 10 years, 
however, lambda nordica has been an academic 
journal aimed at researchers, teachers and 
students, and we have been online and open 
access since 2012. 

The journal primarily publishes peer-reviewed 
research articles but occasionally also essays. 
Under the headline ’We’re here’ we publish 
essays that address different perspectives on 
current issues in research and LGBTQ politics. 
Contributors to ’We’re here’ include Susan 
Stryker, Sarah Franklin, Sara Ahmed, Juana 
María Rodríguez and Paola Bacchetta. The 
journal both follows and contributes to inter-
national academic discussions by publishing 
special issues around central themes.

In 2019 we published a special issue on queer 
Nordic ruralities, guest-edited by Evelina Liliequist 
and Anna Olovsdotter Lööv, as well as a dou-
ble special issue on queer kinship revisited. We 
have also been working on a double special 
issue on queer concepts for the 2020s, planned 
for publication in 2020. We also organised a 
panel on the national gender conference g19 
in Gothenburg, on publishing in gender studies 
journals.

The production of lambda nordica has long 
been supported by Torsten Amundsons Fond 
(Kungliga Vetenskapsakademin) and since 2014 
lambda nordica also has journal support from 
the Swedish Research Council.

Jenny Björklund and Ulrika Dahl
Senior editors



VISITING RESEARCHERS AND INVITED GUESTS

Kate Scantlebury, Professor, Department 
of Chemistry and Biochemistry, University of 
Delaware, USA.

Heejeong Hong, Researcher, EWHA Wom-
ans University, South Korea.

Caitlin Carroll, PhD student, Department 
of Sociology, University of Texas at Austin, 
USA.

Chitra Sinha, Researcher and Associate 
Professor at the Centre for General Studies, 
The Royal University for Women, Bahrain.

AN IMPORTANT PART of our dynamic research environment are the many visiting research-
ers who stay for shorter or longer periods of time. These guests are often invited by a certain 
research group at the Centre to build up networks, exchange knowledge, write applications or 
organise conferences and workshops. 

Many of the international researchers return several times to continue their collaborations 
within the groups and contribute to a creative and inspiring research environment. 

During 2019 we have had the privilege of welcoming the following guests:
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Deanna Pittman, PhD student in interna-
tional education, New York University, USA.

Stina Powell, Researcher, Unit of Environ-
mental Communication at the Department of 
Urban and Rural Development, SLU, Uppsala, 
Sweden.

Memory Mphaphuli, PhD student, Depart-
ment of Sociology, Ghent University, Belgium.

Image by 3333873 from Pixabay 
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I AM A PHD STUDENT at the Centre for Gender Re-
search and the Department of Women’s and Children’s 
Health at Uppsala University since April 2019. My acade-
mic background is within psychology and my occupatio-
nal background is mostly within care work.

The working title of my PhD project is “Recognizing the 
forgotten many: Psychological support for caregiving 
daughters”. In my first study I aim to do a systematic 
review of studies on the effectiveness of psychological 
support for depression among informal caregivers to ol-
der adults.
 
In my second study I will analyze the same studies as in 
study 1 and examine how effective the psychological sup-
port interventions are for caregiving daughters specifical-
ly. I will also look at the recruitment rates of caregiving 
daughters into such studies and how various sociodemo-

graphic factors influence effectiveness; such as age, income, ethnicity, race, and education. In my 
third and fourth study I aim to interview caregiving daughters to explore their difficulties, needs 
and preferences for support, and positive experiences of providing care to their parent. 

My supervisor Joanne Woodford conceptualized the idea for this PhD project as she noticed 
that daughters who provide informal care to their parents seem to be underrepresented in 
research on psychological support for informal caregivers. What is more, more female care-
givers suffer from psychological distress than caregiving men, and daughters’ distress seem to 
stem from especially gendered conditions such as expectations to take on multiple family role 
obligations while working. Furthermore, the number of caregiving daughters is rising in Sweden, 
alongside an increasing amount of older people in our society and the decrease in residential 
care provision for older adults. With my project I hope to contribute to better knowledge of the 
difficulties caregiving daughters face that leads to psychological distress and to them receiving 
better psychological support.

Erika Mårtensson
Photo: Joelin Quigley Berg



EVERY SECOND WEDNESDAY there is an internal research seminar at the Centre for Gen-
der Research. The research seminars at the Centre are the equivalent to department research 
seminars. 

These seminars provide a space for researchers and PhD students connected to or employed 
by the Centre to present ongoing research, articles, application drafts, ideas or other research-
related texts where colleagues’ critical eyes are of use. Since the Centre is a “crossroad of knowl-
edge”, so are the research seminars. There is a wide range of texts presented at the research 
seminars, from projects in its early phases to presentations of research applications that have 
received funding, as well as books or article drafts. It is an appreciated and useful opportunity to 
develop texts. The research seminars are chaired by Anneli Häyrén. 

RESEARCH SEMINARS

Spring 2019

20 January
Karin S. Lindelöf & Annie Woube

13 February
Andrea Petitt

27 February 
Jenny Björklund

13 March 
Renita Sörensdotter

8 May 
Ulrika Dahl

22 May 
Cecilia Rodéhn

5 June
Catarina Wahlgren

Autumn 2019

2 October 
Preparations for g19 – open for everyone to dis-
cuss presentations

30 October 
Anneli Häyrén

13 November
Helena Wahlström Henriksson

27 November
Stina Powell

11 December 
Kajsa Widegren
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THURSDAY SEMINARS

31 January
Localising the Global - Resolution 1325 as a Tool for 
Promoting Women’s Rights and Gender Equality in 
Rwanda
Diana Højlund Madsen, Nordic Africa Institute

14 February
In Search of Black Women’s Sexuality in Contemporary 
South Africa
Memory Mphaphuli, Ghent University

28 February
A Constant Torment: Tracing the Discursive Contours of 
the Ageing Prostate
Ericka Johnsson, Linköping University

14 March
Emotions and Networks – In Men’s Accounts of 
Feminism and Violence
Kalle Berggren, Stockholm University

28 March
”Changing the World – One Baby at a Time”: 
Reproductive Technologies and Feminism in 
Contemporary North American Culture
Jenny Bonnevier, Örebro University

11 April (Cancelled)
Endo Time: Endometriosis, Temporality and Recognition
Ina Hallström, Stockholm University

2 May 
From Twitter to Riksdagen: The Swedish #MeToo 
Movement and Rape Legislation
Caitlin Carroll, University of Texas Austin

16 May 
Three Dead Horses in 19th Century Iceland: 
An Examination of the Visible and Invisible in Realist 
Animal Fiction
Gunnar Theodór Eggertsson, University of Iceland

DURING 2019, the Centre for Gender Research continued its well established Thursday seminar 
series, organised by Nicole Ovesen, with interesting guests from different disciplines and various 
organisations. The Thursday seminars provide a space for discussions on gender related topics 
from different disciplines and perspectives. They are open for all and marketed broadly. 

The following seminars were held during the spring and autumn semesters:

Spring 2019

12 September
Dummies of Rationality? The Crash Test Women of 
Ancient Greek Drama
Dimitrios Iordanoglou, Uppsala University

3 October
Can ‘Disability’ Be Considered as a Social Division Like 
Gender, Ethnicity and Class?
Marie Sépulchre, Uppsala University

17 October
Vetenskapliga skämt – om humor och normer inom 
naturvetenskap
Maria Berge, Umeå University

31 October
Heritage as a Method of Change: An Example on How 
to Fight Against Gender-Based Violence in Tanzania
Adam Norman and Johanna Ejderstedt, Kalmar 
County Museum

14 November
The ‘Masculine’ Modern Woman – Pushing Boundaries 
in the Swedish Popular Media of the 1920s
Jenny Ingemarsdotter, PhD in History of Science 
and Ideas

5 December
Singularity in the Wake of Slavery: Adriana Cavarero’s 
Ontology of Uniqueness and Alex Haley’s Roots
Fanny Söderbäck, DePaul University, Chicago
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Autumn 2019



QUEER SEMINARS

25 March
Kritiska genus- och sexualitetsperspektiv på kulturarv i tider av ökad migration och nationalism
Pia Laskar, idéhistoriker, leder projektet Unstraight Research vid Sveriges historiska museer, och Azmara 
Nigusse, koordinator vid Nätverket kulturarv och tvärvetenskaplig genusforskning, pedagog vid Hallwylska 
museet.

29 April
Pride Activism in Norway: Contestations, Collaborations, Cop-outs
Elisabeth Lund Engebretsen, Associate Professor at the University of Stavanger, Norway, Network of Gen-
der Studies.
In collaboration with RFSL Uppsala.

3 June
Perversa tidsligheter: Ageplay ur ett queertemporalt perspektiv
Elin Bengtsson, doktorand i genusvetenskap vid Stockholms universitet.

THE QUEER SEMINAR SERIES is interdisciplinary and based at the Centre for Gender 
Research. It is organised by PhD students and researchers at the Centre. The seminar aims 
to be a meeting point for everyone who is actively working with and/or are interested in the 
queer concept – in practice, theory and/or through activism. 

The following seminars were held during spring:

Spring 2019
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GENDER LUNCHES

THE CENTRE FOR GENDER RESEARCH arranges popular scientific lunch lectures together 
with Folkuniversitetet and Hava Skafferi & Salonger. The lecture series is called Gender Lunch 
(Genuslunch) and are held three times per semester at Hava Skafferi & Saloinger. While a re-
searcher from the Centre holds a lecture, the audience have lunch and ''fika'', which is included 
in the ticket price. The Gender Lunches started in 2013 and continued in 2019, after a short 
break in the autumn of 2018.

Spring 2019

26 March
Att ge mig mitt perspektiv – Rasbiologi med samiskt 
perspektiv
Katarina Pirak Sikku, Centrum för genusvetenskap

23 April
Behövs jämställdhet? Om feminism och genuspolitik i 
Sverige 100 år efter rösträtten
Ulrika Dahl, Centrum för genusvetenskap

14 May
Gränsöverskridande graviditeter: 
Surrogatmödrars berättelser från Thailand
Elina Nilsson, Centrum för genusvetenskap
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Autumn 2019

15 October
Spelar roll? Hur kön görs i arbetslivet och vilka 
konsekvenser det får för jämställdheten
Anneli Häyrén, Centrum för genusvetenskap

5 November
Om blommor och bin: matefor och teknologi i biavel
Jacob Bull, Centrum för genusvetenskap

3 December
Deltagande, demokrati och digitalisering – 
Barns inflytande i förskolan
Catarina Wahlgren, Centrum för genusvetenskap



FEMINIST CITY WALKS
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THE CENTRE FOR GENDER RESEARCH has 
offered Feminist City Walks since 2017, with 
support from the Equal Opportunities Board 
at Uppsala University. The city walks are regu-
larly well-attended, ranging from 25-100 parti-
cipants each time. 

In 2019 the Centre held three city walks, one 
in Swedish (March 8th) and two in English (May 
19th and October 13th). One of our planned 
city walks in Swedish (September 15th) unfor-
tunatley had to be cancelled due to illness. That 
city walk was rescheduled for 8th March 2020.  

The aim of the Feminist City Tour is to high-
light feminist advocates who have lived and 

worked in Uppsala, and to highlight places that have been important for the struggle for gender 
equality. The tours are guided by PhD students and staff at the Centre for Gender Research and 
are free of charge for participants. 

Due to the popularity of the Feminist City Walks, the Centre has also received private requests 
for city walks, which have been offered for a fee and if there have been available guides.  

Elina Nilsson guiding a Feminist City Walk in 
Swedish on 8th of March 2019. 
Photo: Joelin Quigley Berg

Nicole Ovesen guiding a Feminist City Walk in English on 13th of 
October 2019. 
Photo: Joelin Quigley Berg

Illustration by Pernilla Svefors



GENDER RELAY
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IN THE AUTUMN OF 2019 the Centre for Gender Research organised a Gender Relay (Genus-
stafett) in collaboration with Uppsala City Library. The Gender Relay was held in Mallas sal at the 
City Library and around 40 participants came to hear six researchers from the Centre present 
their reserch in under 10 minutes. 

The aim of the Gender Relay was to offer a quick look into current gender research and also to 
show the breath of research going on within gender studies as a discipline. 

Presentations included: 

• Karin S. Lindelöf and Annie Woube, on their research on women-only sporting races, 
• Elina Nilsson, on her PhD project on surrgote mothers in Thailand, 
• Anneli Häyrén, on her research on sexual harassment in the workplace, 
• Catarina Wahlgren, on her PhD project on pedagogical documentation in preschools, 
• Helena Wahlström Henriksson, on her research on son’s stories about mothers in 

contemporary Swedish literature. 



SYMPOSIUM THE STATE OF GENDER STUDIES IN EUROPE
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IN HER CAPACITY AS ASSOCIATE EDITOR of the European Journal of Women’s Studies, and 
with funding from the journal and from Uppsala Forum on Democracy, Peace and Justice, Profes-
sor Ulrika Dahl hosted a 2 day international symposium on European Gender Research in an Age of 
Right-wing Populism, Growing Racism and Anti-gender Ideologies in February 2019. 

The symposium gathered 25 researchers to discuss the state of gender studies in Europe, gender 
ideologies and nationalisms, feminist responses to right wing extremism and racism, and critical 
perspectives on feminism, gender and whiteness. In addition, the symposium offered two keynote 
lectures open to the public, one by Professor Clare Hemmings from London School of Econo-
mics and one by Dr Alyosxa Tudor from SOAS University of London. 

In addition, the European Journal of Women’s Studies held its bi-annual editorial board meeting 
in Uppsala. One of the outcomes of the symposium is a forthcoming Open Forum on related 
matters, edited by Ulrika Dahl and madeleine kennedy-mcfoy.



SYMPOSIUM ON QUEER AND TRANS REPRODUCTION
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WITH FUNDING FROM Riksbankens jubileumsfond, Professor Ulrika Dahl and Dr Doris Lei-
betseder hosted the international symposium States of Parenthood: Race and Nation in Contem-
porary Queer and Trans Reproduction in April 2019. The symposium brought together around 20 
scholars, activists and artists engaged in the politics of queer and trans reproduction in order to 
explore contemporary challenges summarised by three main questions: 

• How do trans and queer people experience the racial and national dimensions of repro-
duction, including through access to ARTs and obtaining legal parenthood? 

• What are the implications of cross border reproductive travel on citizenship? 
• How do queer and trans people’s parenthood status articulate with racial and national 

ideas of familymaking?

The workshop sought to engender knowledge exchange for developing policy suggestions and 
creating new research projects and publications, and to strengthen and expand interdisciplinary 
and international research networks. 

The symposium was organised as a planned part of Dr. Doris Leibetseder’s Marie Sklodowska-Cu-
rie Individual Fellowship Project QTReproART: Towards an Inclusive Common European Framework 
for Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ART): Queer & Transgender Reproduction in the Age of ART. The 
symposium also included two keynotes that were open to the public: ”I just want children like 
me” by Dr Camisha Russell (Oregon State University) and ”Resistance is fertile: A queerly twi-
sted transnational path to parenthood” by artist Del LaGrace Volcano. Among its outcomes were 
new grant applications and strengthened networks between researchers in the field.



BOOK RELEASE I TJEJERS SPÅR – FÖR FRAMTIDS SEGRAR
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ON 10TH OF MAY 2019 Karin S. Lindelöf 
and Annie Woube organised a book relea-
se in a fully seated Humanities Theatre for 
their much anticipated book I tjejers spår – för 
framtids segrar. Om tjejlopp och villkor för kvin-
nors motionsidrottande. The book is the result 
of their project Women’s Races as a Cultural 
Phenomenon: Conditions for Women’s Exercising 
(Tjejlopp som kulturellt fenomen: villkor för 
kvinnors motionsidrottande). 

Sport races for women attract hundreds of 
thousands of participants each year. But what 
do these sport races say about our society 
and our culture? What conditions surround 
sport races for women and what consequen-
ces do they have in the long run – for gender 
equality, for our understandings of gender, for 
sport races in general, and for the possible 
ways to exercise as a woman? 

Karin S. Lindelöf and Annie Woube have stu-
died the phenomena that is women-only sport races, from the 1980s to present day, using a large 
source of written and oral stories, their own observations and experiences of various women’s 
sport races, and large amounts of media- and archive materials. In this book they tell the story of 
women’s sport races and explore the tensions between empowerment and limitations that can 
arise in the context of women-only spaces. 



KICK-OFF BROR HJORT & EKLUNDSHOF
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THIS YEAR’S KICK-OFF was a full day event, starting at the museum, Bror Hjorts hus, with a 
creative workshop working with clay. The task was to make a body or body part of some sort. 
This was a very all-consuming task and everything from human-like sculptures, to specific body 
parts, to animal bodies took shape during this morning workshop. 

The second part of the day was spent at Eklundshof, where we focussed on digital precence and 
research communication. There was a session about ”our digital selves” where we both briefly 
discussed the purpose of having an online presence as a researcher, went through how to impro-
ve your university profile page, as well as looked at how we present our research projects online. 

We also had a visit from the university press information officers, Linda Koffmar and Elin Bäck-
ström, who talked about research communication and how to approach various media contacts. 

Lastly, we looked at a short, informative text about gender studies for the Centre website. Eve-
ryone came with lots of useful input and the text was later published in the ”About us” sections 
on gender.uu.se. 

Group photo from the kick-off at Eklundshof, August 2019. 



EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES GROUP  
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THE CENTRE FOR GENDER RESEARCH’S Equal Opportunities Group consists of representa-
tives for teachers, researchers, administrative staff and students and is responsible for promoting 
knowledge of issues such as gender equality and for preventing all forms of discrimination, harass-
ment and/or unequal treatment. 

During 2019, we have begun to work with how to meet the requirements of the new law on 
discrimination and to document the processes by which we work on equal opportunities. In line 
with this work, we have been part in the recruitment process of new teachers to the Centre with 
the aim of attracting a wide base of candidates. 

With funding from Uppsala University’s Council for Equal Opportunities, the Equal Opportuni-
ties Group also organised two workshops with invited lecturers followed by coffee during 2019. 
These events were directed to students, faculty and staff. In our ambition to increase diversity 
and raise awareness on how norms influence our daily work, we invited the scholar Anna Adeniji, 
who held a workshop about equal opportunity work in practice (May 8th), and the scholar Nadira 
Omarjee, who spoke on the topic “Decolonial Feminist Pedagogy: Flipping the classroom to-
wards healing and engaged scholarship” (November 6th). 

Annie Woube
Chair of the Equal Opportunities Group



WORK ENVIRONMENT GROUP  
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THE WORK ENVIRONMENT GROUP had lunch meetings once a month during the spring and 
autumn semesters 2019. The work environment group’s work is based on the work environme-
nt plan, which in turn is based on a work environment survey sent out to all employees at the 
Centre. 

During 2019 the work environment group’s work focused primarily on questions of risk/security, 
stress, the need for transparency within the organisation. There were workshops on stress ma-
nagement and security during the course of the year. In the autumn semester the work environ-
ment group organised a workshop on ”secondary trauma”, which addressed issues arising when 
working with sensitive topics, as well as risk and security when doing fieldwork or being at con-
ferences. A follow-up seminar was planned for spring 2020. Work on dealing with and preventing 
harassment in the workplace was planned for autumn 2019 but had to be postponed until 2020.  

The safety inspection showed some minor issues with the physical work environment, most of 
which have been dealt with. 

Anneli Häyrén 
Chair of the Work Environment Group



Funding 
agency

Project Project leader Period Total granted 
amount

VR

Att ge mig mitt 
perspektiv - Ras-
biologernas spår 

i det samiska 
folkhemmet

Katarina Pirak 
Sikku

2017-2019 5 040 000

Nordforsk

Solving the 
gender paradox: 

Gender gaps 
in the research 
innovation area

Gabriele Griffin 2017-2022 21 446 000 
(20 000 000 NOK)

RJ

Dygder för 
frigivna - en frå-
ga om maskulin-

itet?

Lisa Hagelin 2017-2020 2 119 000

Forte

Vad är likvär-
digt arbete? 

Arbetsvärdering 
som verktyg för 
att åstadkomma 
jämställda löner 

i kommunala 
sektorn i Sverige

Minna Salminen 
Karlsson

2017-2019 3 300 000

Riksantikvarie-
ämbetet

Ulleråker 
- Funktion-

snedsättning och 
kulturarv

Cecilia Rodéhn 2017-2019 2 866 687

UU Lika Villkor
Feministisk 

stadsvandring
Joelin Quigley 

Berg
2019 40 000

EU
Igma Femina 

Erasmus 
Programme

Anneli Häyrén 2017-2019 455 620
(47 960 EUR)

EU

Marie-Sklowska-
Curie, Towards an 
Inclusive Common 

European 
Framework 
for Assisted 

Reproductive 
Technologies

Doris Leibetse-
der/Gabriele 

Griffin
2017-2019 1 765 640

(185 857,2 EUR)

CROSSROADS  –  ANNUAL REPORT 2019  p39

ONGOING PROJECTS 2019
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ONGOING PROJECTS 2019

Funding 
agency

Project Project leader Period Total granted 
amount

Vinnova

Women as 
entrepeneurs: 

The meaning of 
co-working hubs 
for normcritique 
and sustainable 

businesses

Gabriele Griffin 2018-2019 221 972

VR

Globala 
hästkulturer i 

omvandling: Nya 
genusrelationer 

influerade av 
Westernridning

Andrea Petitt 2018-2021 3 150 000

VR
“Super-ex-

tra-mega-ultra-
lopp”

Karin S. Lindelöf 2019-2022 5 700 000

Centrum för 
idrottsforskning

“Super-ex-
tra-mega-ultra-

lopp”
Karin S. Lindelöf 2019 159 307

Forte

Mentors-
metoden som 
ett medel att 

stärka kvinnors 
hälsa i relation 

till HIV och 
ojämlika könsre-

lationer

Mona Eliasson 2017-2019 630 000

SIDA

Gender Main-
streaming at 

University Edu-
ardo Montelane

Gabriele Griffin 2017-2022 8 000 000
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TABLE OF ECONOMY

Balance 
brought 
forward Revenue Costs

Operating 
income

Closing 
balance

Education 
(110, 111, 131)

-910 081 3 602 815 -5 149 948 -1 547 133 -2 457 214

University fi-
nanced research 

(210)
363 299 10 465 426 -10 398 305 67 121 430 420

Externally fi-
nanced research 

(220)
-56 778 13 015 882 -12 894 598 121 283 64 505

Commissioned 
research 

(230)
395 815 7 500 -28 397 -20 897 374 918

TOTAL -207 745 27 091 623 -28 471 248 -1 379 625 -1 587 371

Financial turnover 2019
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  in Preschool Science: Emergent Science, ‘Neutral’ Environments and Gendering 
 Processes in Preschool, in Gender and Education 
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Hagelin, L. (2019b) Roman freedmen and virtus – constructing masculinity in the public sphere,  
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Hagelin, L. (2019c) Väggarnas vittnesbörd. Graffiti och gravinskrifter berättar om livet i Rom, in 
 Dominic Ingemark, in Medusa vol 1. 
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Jordal, M., Griffin, G. & Sigurjonsson, H. (2019) ‘I want what every other woman has’: reasons 
 for wanting clitoral reconstructive surgery after female genital cutting – a qualitative 
 study from Sweden, in Culture, Health and Sexuality, 21(6), pp. 701–716 
 https://doi.org/10.1080/13691058.2018.1510980
Larsson, J. (2019) Becoming a physics teacher: Disciplinary discourses and the development  
 of professional identity, Licentiate dissertation, Uppsala. 
 http://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:uu:diva-397002
Leibetseder, D. & Griffin, G. (2019) States of reproduction: the co-production of queer and trans 
 parenthood in three European countries, in Journal of Gender Studies, pp. 1–15
 https://doi.org/10.1080/09589236.2019.1636773
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