
International Workshop 

“Queer and Transgender Reproduction with ART:  

Legal, Cultural and Socioeconomic Challenges” 

 

Doris Leibetseder, Centre for Gender Research, Uppsala University 

 

Summary: 

Changes in the legal access to ART (Assisted Reproductive Technologies) for queer and 

transgender people in different countries have created both challenges and possibilities for 

reproduction of LGBTQ-people. Some queer and transgender people circumvent restrictive 

laws (not only concerning LGBTQ access to ART, but also limiting the technological access by 

age, relationship status and class) in their own country and make use of fertility travels. 

However, still in many cases those either travelling or using local ARTs experience legal and 

administrative problems with birth and parental certificates.  

This international, interdisciplinary workshop with legal, gender and social science experts 

on the use of reproductive technologies and their regulation will explore what the 

challenges for queer and transgender reproduction are and how they might be solved. The 

purpose of this workshop therefore is to provide an opportunity for these experts to present 

their diverse views and research findings on the subject; secondly, to create an 

interdisciplinary network with the aim of submitting a special issue to a relevant high-

quality, peer-reviewed journal such as Human Reproduction, BioSocieties, Gender and 

Society, and thirdly, to develop together a larger common project on bioprecarity and 

reproduction. 

Förändringar i den lagliga tillgången till ART (Assisterad Reproduktiv Teknologi) 
för queera (HBQ-homosexuella, bisexuella och queer) och transpersoner 
(transsexuella) i olika länder har skapat både utmaningar och möjligheter för 
HBTQ-personers reproduktion. Vissa queer och transpersoner kringgår 
restriktiva lagar (inte endast gällande HBTQ-tillgång till ART, men även 
begränsad tillgång beroende på ålder, civilstatus och klass) i sitt hemland och 
söker sig utomlands för ART. Vare sig de gör ”fertilitetsresor” eller söker ART i 
sitt eget land upplever många av dem fortfarande juridiska och administrativa 
problem vad gäller födelsebevis och föräldraskapsintyg. 
 
Tillsammans med jurister, genusvetare och samhällsvetare som är experter på 
användning av reproduktiv teknologi och dess reglering kommer denna 
internationella tvärvetenskapliga workshop att undersöka utmaningarna för 
queer och transpersoners reproduktion och hur de kan lösas. Syftet med 
workshopen är för det första att erbjuda dessa experter en möjlighet att 
presentera sina olika perspektiv och forskningsresultat i ämnet. För det andra 
syftar den till att skapa ett tvärvetenskapligt nätverk med målet att bidra med ett 
temanummertill en relevant högkvalitativ, peer-reviewed tidskrift såsom Human 
Reproduction, BioSocieties, Gender and Society, och för det tredje att tillsammans 
utveckla ett större gemensamt projekt om bioprekaritet och reproduktion. 
 



 

Project description:  

Purpose of planned activities 

Underlying this proposed interdisciplinary, international event, entitled “Queer and 

Transgender Reproduction”, is the recognition that changes in ART (Assisted 

Reproductive Technologies) have not only impacted on how we understand family, 

kinship, nation today, but also affect various groups of people very differently. In 

Sweden, lesbians have had legal access to assisted insemination and IVF since 2005. 

Their example shows the importance of such legal changes for LGBTQ-people’s 

reproductive opportunities. However, not only are sexual orientation and gender 

identity relevant for access to ART, age (in Sweden: women until 40 years are 

allowed), relationship status (Sweden: since April 2016 allowed for single women) 

and class (Who can afford ART? Is it paid by the health insurance, under which 

conditions?) are of concern here, including for the much broader population. The 

legal ART regulations and the experiences of queer and transgender people with ART 

are different in various countries. In this workshop we look at how ART is regulated 

and experienced by LGBT-people across several European states, incl. Sweden, 

Denmark, many Central Eastern European Countries, UK, Spain. 

 

The number of queer and transgender people wanting to use or using ART is rising, 

and diversity in regulation of access to particular ART procedures in different EU-

states encourages fertility tourism. Successful reproduction itself is also not sufficient 

to making family: challenges still lie ahead to get appropriate birth and parenting 

documents. Hence, the first purpose of the proposed event is to explore the 

comparatively different legal situations regarding ART for queer and transgender 

people in several European countries.  

 

Secondly, in order to understand how queer and transgender reproduction with ART 

is carried out, the experiences of LGBTQ-people with medical and administrative 

procedures during the ARTs are important. Thus, the workshop will also focus on the 

outcomes of original empirical qualitative research on the views of queer and 

transgender people and their reproduction experiences with ARTs. Analyses of data 

collections on the socio-economic background of LGBTQ-people who used ART, on 



how queer and transgender people are using ART, and their experiences in different 

cultural locations will be discussed. 

 

Thirdly, we shall have a special focus on transgender legal challenges and experiences 

with ART. This is crucial because in transgender cases gender identity is the core 

issue and not sexual orientation as in other queer contexts. The final purpose of the 

workshop therefore is to provide an analytical space for debating the relation between 

gender identity challenges and sexual orientation ones.  

 

Outcomes:  

1. Creating an expert network of international, interdisciplinary researchers in this 

fast-moving, highly topical area which can be mobilized to make further funding 

applications and joint research projects in an international context.  

2. Submitting a special issue to a relevant journal such as Human Reproduction; 

BioSocieties; Gender and Society; Gender, Place, and Culture; GLQ: A Journal of 

Lesbian and Gay Studies, on the topic of Queer and Transgender Reproduction with 

ART.  

3. Development of work towards a larger project on bioprecarity and reproduction to 

be submitted to the Swedish Research Council. 

 

Current status of research 

The state-of-the-art research on ARTs centres on the emerging understanding 

that a multiplicity of relationships, kinship and family structures, as well as diverse 

genders and sexualities, are increasingly formally recognized 1  and make use of 

ARTs2. But queer and transgender reproduction and ART are mainly researched in the 

UK and Anglo-American countries,3 particularly around lesbian family making and 

sperm use 4 , and less in other western or northern European countries 5 . Some 

                                                        
1Thompson, Ch. (2015). ‘Move Beyond Differences.’ Nature 522, 25 June. 415. 
2Dahl, U. (2014). ‘Not Gay as in Happy, but Queer as in Fuck You.’ in Lambda Nordica 3-4: 143-68. 
3Franklin, S. (1997) Embodied Progress: A Cultural Account of Assisted Conception. New York: Routledge.  
Carsten J. (2004) After Kinship. Cambridge: Cambridge UP. Strathern, M. (1992). Reproducing the Future: Essays on 
Anthropology, Kinship and Reproductive Technologies. Manchester: Manchester UP. 
4Dunne, G.A. (2000). ‘Opting into Motherhood: Lesbians Blurring the Boundaries and Transforming the Meanings of 
Parenthood and Kinship.’ Gender and Society 14(1): 11-35. Mamo, L. (2013). ‘Queering the Fertility Clinic.’ Journal of 
Medical Humanities 34/2: 227-39. Mamo, L. (2007). Queering Reproduction: Achieving Pregnancy in the Age of 
Technoscience. Durham: Duke UP  
5Smietana, M. (2015). ‘‘Families Like We’d Always Known’? Spanish Gay Fathers’ Normalization Narratives in 
Transnational Surrogacy.’ in: M. Lie, & N. Lykke (Eds) Assisted Reproduction in Movement: Normalizations, Disruptions and 
Transmissions. New York: Routledge.  



investigation on transgender reproduction exists in these geographical spaces,6 but in 

central7 and eastern Europe8 investigations on this topic are only just starting. The 

particular European comparative stance which my project embraces is thus a 

completely new dimension of ART research, and promises significant advancement in 

the field.  

Actual numbers of queer and transgender people using ARTs nationally or 

transnationally vary significantly across countries. A 2010 study9  of cross-border 

reproductive care10 in 6 EU countries including Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, 

Sweden, Spain and Switzerland states that 90% of the people using ART in these 

states are heterosexual, so the calculation is that at least 10% are queer. Looking 

closer at individual countries of origin, the same study shows even higher numbers, 

eg. 20% of the clients from Norway and 39.2% from France were lesbians. 

It is very difficult to find specific statistics on how many transgender people have had 

ART treatments. The Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority (UK), for 

example, could not provide numbers on this, because ‘the Authority collects 

information on the gender of patients at the time of treatment, and not whether they 

have changed gender during their life’.11 ART clinics too document only the actual 

gender at the point of treatment. Even if there was the possibility of registering 

transgender patients as such, they often choose not to disclose their transgender status, 

if they can, in order to avoid having difficulties with the documentation or having 

confrontations with the ART service providers or being refused treatment. This is one 

of the outcomes of a pioneering, and the one and only, study to date on transgender 

people’s experiences of using ARTs in Canada (2015).12  

                                                                                                                                                               
Adrian, S. (2010).’Sperm Stories: Policies and Practices of Sperm Banking in Denmark and Sweden.’ European Journal of 
Women’s Studies 17: 393-411. 
6Walks, M. (2014). ‘Stratified Reproduction: Making the case for Butch Lesbians’, Transmen’s, and Genderqueer 
Individuals’ Experiences in British Columbia.’ in: St. Paterson, F. Scala and M.K. Sokolon (Eds) Exploring Reproduction in 
Canada. Montreal, QC, CAN: MQUP. 
James-Abra S. et al (2015). ‘Trans People’s Experiences with Assisted Reproduction Services: A Qualitative Study.’ Human 
Reproduction 30/6: 1365-74. 
Kalender, U. (2010). ‘Subtle Pressures, Coercive Sterilizations and Denials of Access: A Trans-Crip Approach to 
Reproductive Subjectivation.’ Graduate Journal of Social Science: Transgender Studies and Theories 7/2: 76-94.  
Wierckx K. et al (2012). ‘Reproductive Wish in Transsexual Men.’ Human Reproduction 27/2: 483-7. 
7Kalender, U. (2012). ‘Queere Potentiale? Zur Queernesss von Reproduktionstechnologien aus der Perspektive 
materialistischer Feminismen und kritischer Disability Studies.’ Feministische Studien 2/12: 198-209. 

8Nedbalkova, K. (2011). ‘Rendering Gender in Lesbian Families: A Czech Case.’ in: R. Kulpa and J. Mizielinska (Eds) De-
Centering Western Sexualities. Farnham: Ashgate. 131-48. Nahman, M.R. (2012). Extractions: An Ethnography of 
Reproductive Tourism. London: Palgrave Macmillian. 

9Shenfield, F. et al (2010). ‘Cross Border Reproductive Care in Six European Countries.’ Human Reproduction 25/6:1361-
8. 
10The authors of the study prefer the term cross border reproductive care to reproductive tourism, because the latter 
suggests that patients travel to other countries for their ART treatment voluntarily.  
11 ‘F-2013-00294 – Questions about the use of sperm donors by same sex couples and couples where one partner is 
transgendered’ Dec. 19th 2013, http://www.hfea.gov.uk/8549.html.  
12James-Abra S., et al. (2015). ‘Trans People’s Experiences’ Op.cit. 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Wierckx%20K%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=22128292
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/8549.html


The same study states that the absence of research on this ‘is a significant research 

gap, considering both the unique reproductive needs of trans people and existing 

research identifying barriers to care for trans people more broadly’. This is in spite of 

the World Professional Association for Transgender Health (WPTH)13  and of the 

Ethics Committee for the American Society for Reproductive Medicine’s 

recommendations that physicians should discuss fertility options (including ART and 

gamete storage) with transgender patients prior to starting medical transition 

(hormones or surgery), that the denial of access to fertility services is not justified,14 

and despite existing studies indicating the strong reproductive wish of transwomen 

(around 40% of them) and transmen (54%).15 To date no research study has been 

published about transgender people’s experiences with ART clinics in Europe. 

The few existing studies on access to ART for LGBTI16 people all state that more 

research is needed in this field. Current evidence is based on small numbers and 

limited geographically, in contradistinction to the rising numbers of queer and 

transgender requests for ART. 

 

Speakers 

The speakers for this workshop encompass both senior and mid-career researchers 

with diverse disciplinary backgrounds, regionally-particular expertise regarding 

ARTs, and specific knowledge on topics directly related to the workshop theme 

‘Queer and Transgender Reproduction with ART’ and its legal, cultural, and socio-

economic aspects. 

 

Dr Isabelle Engeli is Reader (Associate Professor) in Comparative Politics and Policy 

at the University of Bath. Her current research focuses on regulatory dynamics in 

human biotechnology, the politics of gendering policy attention and action in Western 

Europe and the comparative turn in public policy research. 

She is the Scientific Representative of HORIZON 2020 COST ACTION 

Professionalization and Social Impact of European Political Science (COST 15207). 

                                                        
13WPTHA (2011) ‘Standards of Care for the Health of Transsexual, Transgender, and Gender Nonconforming People.’ 
Version 7,   http://www.wpath.org/site_page.cfm?pk_association_webpage_menu=1351&pk_association_webpage=3926.  
14Ethics Committee, American Society for Reproductive Medicine. (2015). ‘Access to Fertility Services by Transgender 
Persons: An Ethics Committee Opinion.’ Fertility and Sterility 104/5:1111-15. 
15Wierckx K., et al. (2012). ‘Reproductive Wish in Transsexual Men’ Op.cit. and de Sutter P., Kira K., Verschoor A., 
Hotimsky A. (2002). ‘The Desire to Have Children and the Preservation of Fertility in Transsexual Women: A Survey.’ 
International Journal of Transgenderism 6/3: 97-103.  
16Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transsexual, often not including Intersex. This identitarian approach is still persistent and 
dominant in EU policies and documents and often no or less material or data about intersex people is available. 

http://www.wpath.org/site_page.cfm?pk_association_webpage_menu=1351&pk_association_webpage=3926
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Wierckx%20K%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=22128292


Isabelle is currently co-convening, together with Amy Mazur, the international 

Research Network on Gender Equality Policy in Practice. She recently co-edited a 

volume on Comparative Methods for Public Policy (2014, with Christine Rothmayr 

Allison). She is the co-editor of the Routledge Series on Gender and Comparative 

Politics and serves on the international advisory board of the Journal of Comparative 

Policy Analysis, Policy & Politics, and the Swiss Political Science Review. 

 

Professor Jenny Gunnarsson Payne is associate professor of Ethnology and research 

leader at the Centre for Baltic and East European Studies (CBEES) at Södertörn 

University. She has published widely about cultural and political issues concerning 

assisted reproductive technologies, kinship and reproductive justice. Her work can be 

read in journals such as Signs: Journal of Women and Culture in Society, Gender, 

Place, and Culture and The Eurpean Journal of Women's Studies. She is co-editor of 

the forthcoming volume Transnationalisting Reproduction: Third-party Conception 

in a Globalised World (Routledge, 2018).  

 

Dr Hana Hašková, PhD. is a senior researcher at the Institute of Sociology of the 

Czech Academy of Sciences and teaches courses on the sociology of gender and 

intimate life at Charles University. She explores changes in partnership and family 

formations, gender aspects of the life course and the relations between the policies, 

discourses and practices of care in a historical and an international perspective. 

Relevant publications of her are: Hašková, Hana, Saxonberg, Steven (2016) ‘The 

Revenge of History: The Institutional Roots of Post-Communist Family Policy in the 

Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland’; Hašková, Hana (2009) ‘Structural and Value 

Influences on the Entry into Parenthood in the Czech Republic. Demográfia 51 (5): 

66-84. 

 

Dr Doris Leibetseder is a researcher and Marie-Curie Fellow at the University of 

Uppsala in the Centre for Gender Research. She has recently received EU-funding 

from Horizon 2020, Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA), for her project 

“Towards an Inclusive Common European Framework for Assisted Reproductive 

Technologies (ART): Queer and Transgender Reproduction in the Age of ART”. 

Before this she was visiting scholar at UC Berkeley, CSMTS (Center for Science, 

Technology, Medicine and Society) and part of the Beatrice Bain Research Group in 



the Department for Gender and Women’s Studies. Her most recent publication is 

“Queer Reproduction Revisited and Why Race, Class and Citizenship Still Matters: A 

Response to Cristina Richie” Bioethics 7 Dec 2017. DOI: 10.1111/bioe.12416. 

 

Professor Diana Marre is at the Autonomous University of Barcelona and the 

director of AFIN Research Group with a focus on health sciences and studies on 

inequalities. She is the principal investigator of a project On parental desires and 

filial rights: interdisciplinary perspectives on 'the origins' in assisted reproduction 

with gamete donation, surrogacy and adoption (2016-2019). Her most recent 

publication is ‘On Reproductive Work in Spain: Transnational Adoption, Egg 

Donation, Surrogacy’, Medical Anthropology 22 Sep 2017. 

 

Professor Stu Marvel is a Visiting Assistant Professor at the Department of 

Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies and a Distinguished Scholar in Residence at 

the Emory University School of Law, and a Lecturer in Law at the University of 

Leeds, UK. She has published “Listening to LGBTQ People on Assisted Human 

Reproduction: Access to Reproductive Material, Services and Facilities” in 

Regulating Creation: The Law, Ethics, and Policy of Assisted Reproduction, Trudo 

Lemmens, Andrew Flavelle Martin, Cheryl Milne, and Ian B. Lee (eds.), University 

of Toronto Press, Toronto, 2017. “Laws of Conception: A Queer Genealogy of 

Canada's Assisted Human Reproduction Act” Florida International University Law 

Review 12:1, 2016. 

 

Dr Julie McCandless is a Senior Lecturer at Kent Law School. She is an expert in the 

legal regulation of human reproduction, particularly in the context of assisted 

reproduction and parenthood with a focus on transgender people. She is also a co-

director for the Northern/Irish Feminist Judgments Project and sits on the Editorial 

Board for the international journal Feminist Legal Studies. Her most recent 

publication is ‘Reforming birth registration law in England and Wales?’, 

Reproductive Biomedicine & Society Online 4, 2017. 

 

Dr Beatriz San Román is lecturer at the Department of Social Psychology at the 

Autonomous University of Barcelona. She is a member of AFIN Research Group and 

the coordinator of the AFIN Outreach Centre. She is the co-principal investigator of 

http://www.feministjudging.ie/
http://www.springer.com/law/international/journal/10691


an ERASMUS+ project on Innovative tools for professionals working with LGBT 

families (2018-2019). Her most recent publication is ‘The political regulation of 

families: Ideology, inequality and gender in the integral plan of support to the family’, 

Política y sociedad 53:3, 2016.  

 

Professor Judit Takács is a Research Chair at the Centre for Social Sciences, 

Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budapest, Hungary. Her most recent publications 

include ‘Trans* Citizenship in Post-socialist Societies’, Critical Social Policy (with 

R. Kuhar, and S. Monro) 2017; ‘Social Attitudes toward Adoption by Same-Sex 

Couples in Europe’, Archives of Sexual Behavior 45 (2016) (with I. Szalma and T. 

Bartus). Currently she works as a Seconded National Expert at the ECDC in 

Stockholm. 

 

Camilla Tved is a midwife, writer, social activist, and MA student in Science in 

Sexology at the Faculty of Health and Society of Malmö University. She has also 

worked as a political advisor on LGBTQ, gender and sociopolitical issues for the 

Red-Green Alliance (Enhedslisten) of The Danish Parliament.  

 

Program 
 3 May 2018 4 May 2018 
9.00 Arrival day – workshop starts 

early afternoon. 
Introduction to Day 2: Ulrika Dahl 

9.15-11.00 Transgender Reproduction: ART 
and Law 
 
Stu Marvel (Univ. of Leeds) and Camilla 
Tved (Malmö University): 
 
Legislative Tangles in LGBTQ Family Law: 
Exploring Gender Identity, Reproductive 
Assistance, and the Children’s Act in 
Denmark  
 
Julie McCandless (Kent Law School): 
 
Transgender Parents Challenging Birth 
Registration: a UK Case Study 

11.00 Coffee 

11.30-13.00 Reproductive Travels 
Diana Marre and Beatriz San Román (both 

from Autonomous University of 



Barcelona): 
 
Spain: a European Queer Reproduction 
Destiny 
 
Jenny Gunnarsson Payne (Södertörn 
Högskola) 
 
From Anticipated Infertility to 
Transformed Parenthood: Transgender 
Reproduction in Sweden 

13.00-14.00 LUNCH 

14.00-15.30 Welcome: Gabriele Griffin 
 
Queer and Transgender Access to 
ART in Europe 
 
Isabelle Engeli (Univ. of Bath): 
 
When Policies Shape Reproductive 
Choices: the Regulation of LGBTQI 
Access to ART across Europe 
 
Doris Leibetseder (Uppsala 
University): 
 
Trying to Make Queer and Trans Kin 
– The Problematics of Legislation for 
ART in Europe 

Conclusions 
 
Planning : 
Publication 
Project  
 
Good Byes 

15.30-16.00 COFFEE  
 

16.00-18.00 LGBTQ Reproduction with ART 
in Central Eastern Europe 
 
Judit Takács (Hungarian Academy 
of Sciences, Budapest): 
 
Fertility Plans and Family 
Practices of Gays, Lesbians and 
Trans* People in Central Eastern 
Europe 
 
Hana Hašková: (Czech Academy of 

Sciences, Prague):  

Negotiating Limits and Expansion 
of The Access To Assisted 
Reproduction Technologies 
Beyond Heterosexual Couples in a 



Post-Socialist Context 

 

 
 


